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I have endouvored to bo as ln-iof :ih a full oxpo.sition and ovplanatioii of each muJv

ataiiLivo aicu.-atioii W(.ald, in my jtidgtnent, admit. Tho pjjravity ol tlio cliargos, and
tho importance to myself porsonall}', and the vast eonsidei'ations involved in a public
point of view in this petition, as artV'ctin^ the independence of the ,fu<liciaiy and of

the Bench, and the free, impartial and pure adminislruliMi of justice in all ('anada,

must be my excuse for tho lenjj;th at which my observations have extended.
It has occurred to me that it would be it) the public ititoi-est thut Your HxccllcrK'y

in Coiuicil shoultl, at oii'O, have my answei', with ull tho papcsrs annexi' I (with a
]>ro[>er index, making easy reference to s;ili(!!it points and to docunicn's in dilleront

]*arls of uiy ob^etvations) ready to be liistrihute I to members in the irui'vs df I'ar-

inuncnt, and that tiie s;ime shouM, on tiic nieetiiii^ of Parliament, be p!-(>fiiptly

transmitted to both Houses for their consideration, alon;; with the jietition. 1 mako
this su<;"!;o-lion, however, witli (bderene(>, feclint^ confident thif Your Ivxcellenev in

Council W'li receive it in the spirit in which it is otl'ered, and fully aj)preciatini^ that

to Your Excellency in C(juncil, in a pie-cininent de:xi'ce, I>elon'^s the prot'ietion of an
inde[)endent and pure administiation of justice in an enlitfhteiied sy>tern of juris-

prudenc", whicdi is the ^^reatest inteiest ot man on cai'th, an i whicli undei lies tho

frame Work of human society, arul forms tho ligament that binds and holds civilized

coramiinilics and civili/.ed nations together.

In my view, the inteie>ts of society in general in tliis matter so far transc(!ud

all consi iei'ations of individuals, as to imj»eratively demand that the pelitionoi's should
^'staIJli^d^ tlie allegation of facts in tlu; ]teliLion by irrefragable testimoti}', or stand
before the world convicted b}' the judgment of Parliament, as dastanliy calumniators,
and be c(»iidomned to that ignominy, disgi-aeo and puinshment which so vile and
wanton an abuse of the right of j)etitif)n deseives.

It is most lespertfully submitted that it is no light thing, by a fnrma.l petition to

the great Court of Parliament, thus to assail a Chief Justice of a Piovinc^o and tho
adrainislralion (d'justice over which he presides; and a-^iile from all jirivatc^ consider-

ation, juiiilie interests of the greatest magnitude demand at the hands of tho (iovern-

mont and of the Parliament of Canada, according to the constitution of the bind, a
pron-jit and .-peedy vindication of the truths and a jiunishnnMit of the L;uilty. In the
manner 1 have ventui-ed to suggest it Im most i-espectfully submitted that this end
may be promjjtly attained ; for in my observations and appended documents is con-

tained a full and com|dele demonstration of the willful, malicious and false insinua-

tions and accii-.'itions in the whole petition.

All of which is, nevertheless, most respeetfull}' submit (eil,

E. B. WOOD, Chief Justice.

CIIAPTKR I.

Oh&ervations on the first piragraph of Mr. Clarke's petition,

"The petition of the inidersigned, living or having interest- in tho Provinco of
Manitoba, most respectfiUly showelh to your honorable House:

"That tho conduct of the Hon. Kdmuiid Burke Wood, Chief Justice of the

Court of (iueon's Botudi for tho l*rovinco of Manitoba, residing at Winnipeg, in tho

Baid Province, is and has been for yotirs past characterized by very serious tniscon-

duct and injustice and by acts of u nature to completely destroy all contidenco in

him as Jud_;e of the Court of (Queen's Bench, ot suitors and all other classes of jioople

in the said i'rovinco of Mtmitolia, to wit

:

"That said Hon. K. U. Woo.l, Chief Justice of the Court of Queen's Bench of

the Province of Marutoba, did deliberately in a most illegal and unjust manner in the

case of Louis iJiel, et al., without the knowledge or con.-ent of the Clerks of the Crown
of said Court of (Queen's Ik'nch or of defendant's counsel, alter and chatige the dates

in certain documents and records of said Couit ol Queen's Bench, then in the

custody of the Clerk of the (h-own ami Prothonotary of said Court, and did thoroby

procure illegal outlawry of Louis Kiel and others."
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