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>v«:re inscribi'd with the emlilcm of their fuitii, ' the jyrt'en, in/-

uiortal Shamrock :' the brightest naiT^os in tlieir history wercair.i i i'

H,ll associated witli their religion—* Malachi of the collar otjifa** 'M

gold,' dying in the midst of the monks, and clothed with theiv ihi^iu;^

lioly habit, on an island of Lough Ennel, near Mullingar, in tlit "M

VIeath— Brian, 'the great King, upholding the crucifix before iniip<»''li

liis army on the morning of Clontarf, and expiring in its em- l'*^'^

Ki'accs before the sunset—the brave Murkertach O'Brien, ans- tlit >\\\

wering fearlessly the threat of William Rufus—for, when th< j^imui";

Knglish king said, looking towards Ireland, ' I will bring hither th< ii' »•

my ships and pass orer and conquer the land :' * Hath tli* stanet

King,' aske'd the Irish monarch, * in his great threatenings said, lVi'>n

if it please God?'* And when answered, no; *Then tel! j^'' :<"*"'

him,' exclaimed the Irish hero, 'I fear him not, since heptrttetli nation.

his trust in man, and not in God '—Roderick O'Connor, tin lowiu-

last * High King' of Ireland, closing his career of disaster and »'» <*i»^

of glory an\(mgsv the canons of the Abbey of Cong—saint, and Gi'd ;

hard, and hero, all ahke pn^sented themselves to the national them 1

tiilnd suvronnded by the halo of that religion which the people coiin/.

were now called upon to abandon and despise. Powerful in-

was the apjieal of Iiistory and antiquity, I cannot give it any a^^ulle

;i,reat weighl in the preservation of Ireland's Catholicity. I d«» h^d ei

not believe that adherence to ancient usage because of its anti-

• piity is a prominent feature of Irish character. We are by no

means so conservative as our Enj>llsh nelshbours. It is wortln

of remark that usages and customs once common to both coun-

ifies, and long since abandoned and forgotten in Ireland

' Christmas * waits' for instance, harvest-home feasts, May-poh

•lances, and the like) are still kept uj) faithfidly and univei-

>>al!y til roughout England. The bells which, in Catholic timeh.

• ailed the |»eopIe to early mass on Sunday mornings, are still

lung out as of old, through mere love of ancient usage, al-

tlioujrli their rinsing from l^rotestant towers in the earlv

•jtorning has r.o meaning whatever, for it invites to no service

or prayer. And y(»t. in tb*' essential manner of religion, whOf(-
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