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period. We k .
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the gover rliament was terminated,
the {xsneas;lme{)t‘()f the day ceased to push
legislatio re, before the Housg, of reme'dlal
suppl t“» n order to o.bta,m a sufficient
try ‘:.u{ tii) t‘ia‘"y on the business of the coun-
mont he elect.lons were over and parlia-
HeDt met to provide for the balance of the
year,

HOII. Sir

OLIVER MO -
shall T find ¢ ER MOWAT—Where

hose proceedings 1

gJon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—
ou will find them in Hansard.

' Iii)on. Sir OLIVER MOWAT-—I thought
perhaps you could give me a reference.

calit;r;. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—T
cono nbovy glve you a reference ; but this I
men{ yI, kemg then'at the head of the govern-
oont, Mnow the lnstructions to the minis-
o ¥ hon. friend to my right (Mr.
erguson) sent this note to the Hon
“oster in the House of Commons: Did
z}(:: tlina.ke a proposition to Mr. Laurier on
¢ 1901' of the Commons last session that
upplies for a limited period should be

voted, or was such pro ositio - )
‘s‘og(z:&y” to Mr.. La.urli)erg” HIils: I:sgzefe;s'i
o b, LaTl}at is, he made the proposition |
tho oy Olgrlte}:-e pflr(s)ona]ly], and made it on |
louse also, and 1
glll;t;r;ft krecollectlon of the circums}tlsgrlie:']
e © :0 r{‘)iace,. I'{ecau:se it was an important
npe . i e ditficulties arising out of want
Cwntf{) 1(: to carry on the affairs of the |
° numly)ea (;r _the 1st of July, was discussed ‘
ar deci(!]‘e(()l ttnnes by the council, and when |
eeeic (}) drop for sowe days the|
1a?ti0n on woar; ;(;St(l]uestlon of remedial legis-
, 1€ ver

the HpusF of Commons );c? ;;‘S:iigf
supplies in order to be enabled t

the affairs of the govern °
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ment was actin
the authorit
is, that ;—
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nment, and which
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N precisely in accord with
¥y cited by my hon, friend, which

When parliament is about
& ministerial crisis, it is obvio
apon the House of (*
amount or gl

tnlbq dissolved upon
usly 1mproper to ca
o <4)r.mn(ms to \*)ute eI;tl)Ier the fu}}
and so ol £ 1;.- etails of the proposed estimates,
of minicon ~ht 1€ country to the financial policy
o geuer'sl“l ose fate i5 about to be determined
ui)on o al election.  The duty of finally deciding
ese estimates should e reserved for the

new House of Commons. Meauwhile the supply

of credit should be restricted to such an amount
as may be absolutely required for the public ser-
vice until the re-assembling of parliament, and the
votes on account should not be regarded as in any
degree pledging the House to an approval of the
entire estimates. .

Now that 1s precisely what the late gov-
ernment asked the opposition to do, and
what they absolutely refused to do. My
hon. friend forgot to read a precedent even
for granting the whole of the supplies.
Todd says, in the second volume, dealing
with the same question, at page 504 : —

By necessary business is to be understood such
measures as are imperatively required for the public
service or as may be proceeded upon by common

| consent, it is inconsistent with all usage and with
i the spirit of the constitution that a government

should be enabled to select the measures which it
thinks proper to submit to the consideration of a
condemned parliament, or to exercise its own dis-
cretion or for party purposes as to what measures
it will bring forward or what it will withhold.
Upon the same principle it is customary when
parliament is about to be dissolved whether upon
the occurrence of a ministerial crisis, or for any
other reason to restrict the grant of supplies to
an amount sufficient to defray the indispensable
requirements of the public service until the new
parlianient can be assembled.

Hon. Mr. POWER—Until the new par-
liament can be assembled ?

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—
Yes. That is what we asked and what vou
refused, and yet you hold us responsible for
not having a supply to carry on the affairs
of the country after parliament died of
a natural death. Under ‘ordinary circum-
stances, parliament might have been kept in
session for two or three months in order to
obtain supplies, but the opposition of the
day knew that the existence of the parliament

gis- | ceased upon a certain day in April, and they
enab]mg | knew also that if they could, by any mode
necessary | of obstruction, by any factious opposition

known to those who desired to prevent the
business of the country being carried on,
prolong the session to that date, that they
could prevent not only the passage of any
measure which the government might desire
to place upon the statute-books, but also
prevent them from obtaining one single cent
to enable them to carry on the affairs of the
country. If any party is responsible for the
necessity which presents itself to the govern-
ment to violate the law and ask the Governor
General to do that which, under ordinary
circumstances, should not have been done
(and even under these circumstances it is



