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Mr. LAPOINTE: I would not like to
answer that irnrediately. I have not gone
into the inatter at ail, because it is not dealt
with or referred to in this legislation.

Mr. GOULD: I have before me state-
ments made by one of the police in a certain
western province that euceh licenses are granted,
and the people are questioning whether it
should be done when the province bas placed
itself on record as being opposed to it.

Mr. LAPOINTE: The Canada Temperance
Act did not prohibit the manufacture of
liquor. It prohibits the i.mport and sale of it
wit'hin the province.

Mr. GOULD: That is the point I arn trying
to -brin-, out. If each individual in the prov-
ince received a license for the imanufacture of
beýer, any provincial measure woulid be of
vcry ýlittle use.

Mr. LAPOINTE: That is quite another
question. I tihink I arn doing as rnuch as I
can to reýmedy what my hon. friend has ini
mind. He will have to spply to sornebody
elise if hie wants more.

Mr. BROWN: British Columbia and Que-
bec would corne under the provisions of this
act if ühey at this or any other time took the
sme action as has been tak-en in tihe prairie
provinces?

Mr. LA POINTE: Yes. They would have to
hold a plebiscite.

Resolution reported, read the second time
and concurred în. fMr. Lap ointe thereiupon
moved for leave to introduce Bill No. 114, to
arnend the Canada Temperance A'ct.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time.

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
ACT AMENDMENT

PENSIONS

Hon. ERNEST LAPOINTE (Minister of
Justice) moved that the Flouse go into coin-
mittee to consider thie following proposed reso-
lution:

Resolved, that it la expedient to amend the Royal
Canadien Mounted Police Act by providing that pen-
sions to offioers, their widows, and constables granted
prier to the aeventh day of July, one thousand mine
hundred and nineteen, may be reedjusted in accord-
ance with the rates of pay for officers and constables
provided by the aaid aet as arnended priar ta and on
the seventh day of July, one thousand nine hundred
and nineteen, but no such readjustment ahali au-
thorize the increase of any paymnents for pensions
thet accrued before the passing of the proposed legis-
lation.

Motion agreed to and the Flouse went into
cornmittee, Mr. Gordon in the chair.
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Mr. LAPOINTE: For many years there 'has
been in this parliarent a demand for the re-
dress of what was stated to be a very great
injustice to old, retired members of the Royal
Nortlhwest Mou'nted Police, these men were
the pioneeri in t.his work in the Northwest
Territories, and their pension upon retirement
wus very low anid flot commensurate witih their
needs , especially when cornpared with the
present &cale of pensions given to officers and
constables of the Royal Canad.ian Mounted
Police. Two years ago, and especiaLly laist
year, I was urged very strongly by almost ail
members of the Flouse to make this matter a
speciai one and to grant relief to these old
men. The present resolution is for that pur-
pose. We propose to give to the old, retired
members of the police force an increase of
pension equaq to that to which they would
have been entitlled had they retired in 1919
About 90 or 95 meni will be affected, and the
additi-onal expenditure, which will, of course,
decrease as the men disappear, will be $28,-
220.12. The present total amount cd pension
under tihe old scale is $31,387.18, and the total
umder the new scale wili be 359,607.30. As I
said, tis is to give effect to the wish of the
Flouse.

Mr. BROWN: I think the hon. minister is
to be congratulated on having brought in this
bill. There is no body of men to whom
Canada owes more than the old members of
the 'North West Mounted Police. I do not
think we always appreciate the work they did
in preserving the good name of Canada. We
like to rernember that lynch law has neyer
been known in Canada, and perhaps these men
of the Royal North West Mounted Police did
more than any other body of men to preserve
us frorn the lawlessness which sometimes tends
to bring about lynch law. There is none of
us who have lived on the prairies for the last
forty years or more who have not been ac-
quainted at saine time or another with some
of these men. I remember speaking with
Major Walsh on this matter. He said that
such a body of men as he took out in the
early days were hard to gather together, a
body of men to whom Canada owes a great
deal. It is perhaps tardy justice that we are
rendering them, now, and I for one would
like to congratulate the minister on having
yielded to the pressure, although I arn sure àt
did not require much pressure, for his sym-
pathies were with the men, and having brought
in this measure.

Mr. EVANS: I am very glad the govenn-
ment bas at last seen fit to do justice by these
old mounted policemen. There are not many
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