15

COMMONS

16

advised upon authority which I deem to
be the very best, that the investigations
made by the surveyors who have gone
through that country justify entirely differ-
ent conclusions. The reports indicate the
existence there of splendid pine forests, fer-
tile agricultural lands, mineral fields of a

great variety and richness, and a most im- "

prortant factor under modern conditions—
water-powers of the greatest value. In a
few weeks, I am advised, almost every foot
of the+line from Winnipeg to Moncton will
be covered by surveying parties. Already
a great portion of that territory has been
traversed and the route for the railway
ascertained. We were told that the eastern
section of this railway was one which
should not be built;—whatever advantage
there might be in building the other portion
of the Transcontinental Railway this east-
ern portion should mot be undertaken. I
am sure that, on reflection, hon. gentlemen
who represent the western portion of Can-
ada, animated as we know them to be
quite as much as we who come from other
portions of the Dominion, with a desire to
make this a self-contained country, would
not for one moment hesitate to declare that
it will never do for our National Railway to
be cut off for six months of the year from
a connection through our own country with
our own seaports; and I am sure that they
will hear with satisfaction the information
which I am in a position to say, is authen-
tic, that the engineers who have been mak-
ing the surveys from Quebeec to Moncton
have found not the slightest difficulty thus
far in locating the line. The grades and
other features are ‘such as to assure the
construction and operation of the line
in that .section wunder the most advan-
tageous conditions. I am sure that the
announcement will be received with sat-
isfaction that the surveys are being vig-
.orously prosecuted, and that it is believed
that tenders for the construction of several
sections may be invited during the present
season, Because, as the days roll on, it
will be found in the years to come, that
this Transcontinental Railway will open up
for us a new empire to the north, and that
in ten or perhaps twenty years hence this
parliament will be occupied in legislating
for the inauguration of a new province in
that northern country, the addition of
another entity to this federation to which
we belong.

The announcement that the government
propose to send exhibits of our products to
the exposition which is to be held in Bel-
gium, is one which I am sure, in view of
the success which hasy attended in the
past the efforts of the Agricultural Depart-
ment in that direction, will be received by
the whole House with satisfaction. I did
not have the opportunity, except from
studying the various reports which have
been made in regard to the great exhibi-
tion in St. Louis, of judging of the charac-
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ter of the Canadian exhibit, but I believe I
am in the judgment of the House in saying
that Canada did well there, that her exhi-
bits were well set forth, and that the edu-
cative result of the efforts which were put
forth on behalf of Canada, more than war-
rants the expenditure that has been made,
and has given great satisfaction to those
Canadians who wvisited that exhibition. I
am sure that in the exhibition which will be
held in the Low Countries, among a class
of people to whom <Canada should look
with deep interest for immigration, a simi-
lar success will attend the efforts of the
Agricultural Department, as has marked
their “efforts in the various other exposi
tions where Canada has been represented.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to
detain the House at any great length. But
before I conclude, I would like to be per-
mitted to recall one or two facts to the
memory of the House. Sir, thirty-eight
years ago there came to this House, in the
first parliament of Canada, from the pro-
vince from which I have the honour to
come, seventeen out of the eighteen mem-
bers who then represented Nova Scotia in
this parliament, who objected that Nova
Scotia had mot been treated fairly in
laying down the terms of confedera-
ation. Only one gentleman came from
Nova Scotia who took the opposite view.
That gentleman has played a great part in
the history of Canada; he was prominent
among hon. gentlemen opposite, and at one
time he was their leader, as premier of
this country. We have sent to this parlia-
ment in the intervening time other hon.
gentlemen who have led our friends on
the other side of the House, one of whom
filled with distinction the important post
of premier of this country; and we have
also given our friends on the other side
another hon. gentleman who has led them in
opposition. But to-day we come to this par-
liament from Nova Scotia, animated by very
much higher and nobler motives; we come
here eighteeen strong, united behind the
hon. gentlemen who fill the distinguished
posts of Minister of Finance and Min-
ister of Militia and Defence of this
country; we come here unanimously sup-
porting the greatest colonial statesman in
the empire. - We come here to support him
who, for sixteen years, has led the great
party to which we belong, who found it to
some extent disorganized, but who has
bound it together with the strongest ties
of sentiment and patriotism, and have made
it the greatest party Canada has yet seen;
we come as followers of the right hon.
gentleman who during the eight years he has
been Prime Minister, has splendidly equipped
the ship of state and guided her so magnifi
cently along the glorious way she has gone,
andto whom has once more been committed
the direction of her destinies. Sir, animated
by these feelings, we come to this House to
support the right hon. gentleman in his pol-




