4083

i COMMONS

4084

been, and I have seen in the press that resolu-
tions were passed in 1901, that resolutions
were passed also, as I understand, in 1902,
and resolutions were passed, I know, in 1905.

The right hon. gentleman conveyed the
impression that there had been no applica-
tion made on behalf of the legislature of
Manitoba to this government for an exten-
sion of the boundaries of that province, and
that the only information he had gleaned in
reference to the resolutions passed by the
legislature of Manitoba was gleaned from
the public press, or that he was told that
such resolutions had been passed. He fol-
lowed that up in yesterday’s speech, in re-
ferring to the interview which was said to
have taken place with Monseigneur Sbar-
retti, by saying:

In that interview Monseigneur Sharretti was
reported to have said that it would facilitate
matters if these gentlemen would consent to
the restoration of separate schools in Mani-
toba, and that if that had been done before it
would have facilitated the extension of their
boundaries towards the west. Well, Sir, I
stated that Ircould hardly believe that His Ex-
cellency could have used such language, be-
cause then and there Mr. Rogers would have
answered——

I may say that Mr. Rogers did not meet
the Papal ablegate and never claimed to
have met him—

——and could have answered the Apostolic
delegate that there never had been by the gov-
ernment of Manitoba any demand upon this
government to extend their boundaries prior
to the month of January last, and therefere
Monseigneur Sbarretti could not, in my judg-
ment, have used such language in the presence
of Mr. Rogers.

It will be seen that the right hon. gentle-
man tried to cast an aspersion upon the ac-
curacy of the statement of Mr. Rogers in
reference to the extension of the boundaries
stating that no application had been made
to this government from 1896 up to January,
1905. When the right hon. gentleman made
that remark, I had some faint recollection
of having myself presented some petition
or wemorial on behalf of the legislature of
Manitoba to this House, and I took the trou-
ble of looking up the journals of the House
of Commons. I find in volume xxxvi., of
the Journals for 1901, under date of Friday,
26th April, 1901, at page 223, the following:

The following petition was brought up and
laid on the table :

By Mr. Roche (Marquette) the petition of

the legislative assembly of the province of
Manitoba.

Then, at page 226, under date of Monday,
29th April, 1901, I find the following:

Pursuant to the order of the day, the follow-
ing petitions were read and received :

Of the legislative assembly of the province of
Manitoba, complaining of the present scant
area of said province, and praying the House to
enact such legislation as will so extend its
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boundaries as to include portions of the ad-
jacent districts.

I desire to draw this to the attention of
the House to show that the right hon. gen-
tleman is not possessed of that very good
memory which a couple of days ago he
prided himself on having; and, in view of
what I have stated, he would probably
have mo objection to bringing down this
memorial and having it printed with the
rest of the correspondence.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER,. I do mnot
know that my memory is at fault, even
after the statement of my hon. friend. I
stated the other day that I understood that
petitions and -resolutions had been passed
by the legislative assembly of Manitoba,
but I am not aware that those resolutions
had been followed by any executive action.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Or brought to the
attention of the government?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. It appears
that my hon. friend laid that memorial on
the table of this House, but we know that
many memorials and petitions are brought
here and very little attention is paid to
them. When I read the statement of M.
Rogers, I had no recollection that this mat-
ter had been brought to the attention of
this government by the government of Mani-
toba. I inquired of my colleagues, and they
were of the same opinion as myself. To
make sure, I asked the clerk of the Privy
Couneil if any petition had been received
from the government of Manitoba, and he
gave me this memorandum:

From June, 1896, to January, 1905, there is
no record in the Privy Council office of a claim
advanced by the province of Manitoba for the
extension of its boundaries. In May, 1902, there
was a protest from the Northwest Territories
against the extension of the boundaries of the
province of Manitoba.

What my hon. friend shows to-day is that
a petition was passed by the legislature of
Manitoba and was presented at this table
by my hon. friend. But I have no recollec-
tion of it, and I cannot bring it down,
lrecause it is not in the archives of the gov-
ernment, but is already in the archives of
the House of Commons.  Therefore, my
hon. friend will see that after all T was
not inaccurate.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. I am not quite so
sure of that. It is rather a small matter
perhaps, but I would be inclined to think
that the right hon. gentleman is rather in-
accurate. It is quite true, as he says, that
the resolutions of the Manitoba legislature
were not followed by executive action in
one sense; but he said something else.
He said :

Neither in 1901 nor in 1902 were these reso-
lutions passed by the legislature of Manitoba
followed by executive action or called to the
attention of the government of Canada.



