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COMMONS DEBATES.

MarcE - 19,

With regard to the views of the millers, some of them have
communicated their views tc me, and in the course of the
correspondence we have interchanged I have arrived at a
fair idea of what they want. One of them says—I will not
3uote verbatim, but give the general drift of the letters.

ne of them says, in answer to the question as to whether
the abolition of the duty on Ameriean hard spring wheat
or the inerease of duty on flour to 75 cents a barrel would
be most in the interest of the millers:

“We think it would be better for the millers to have the duty
removed from hard wheat or, if possible, from all grades of American
wheat, for, in our opinion, the increase of duty to 75 cents a barrel will
make very little difference to the millers. e think it weuld require a
duty of $1 a barrel to eatirely stop the importation of American fiour.
Woe think it would be best to take duty off all grades of American wheat
for milling purposes, but if there are serious objections against that by
removing 1t from the different grades of hard spring it would help us
greatly at some svasons.”

In answer to & question as to whether wheat of a similar
character to that imported was grown in Ontario, he said :

‘“We believe we grow better fall wheat here in Western Ontario
than can be got from any American market—there is no competition: in
fall wheat—but no country produces so good a quality of hard wheat as
the American North-West, except Manitoba. Nothing better can be
grown in Ontario than fall wheat. It is far better for flour than any
spring wheat raised here.”

I asked if they could not import Manitoba wheat of the
same character as the American wheat more cheaply than
the American wheat and paying the duty, and was told:

‘¢ We have never yet been able to do so (import Manitoba wheat) and

compete with the American flour made from the same quality of wheat
(nor do we here especially in the west of Ontario ever expect to do s0)
a8 freights and other things are against us. Some of thote millers who
are situated so they can get Manitoba wheat by water might do so at
some geasons, but even then it would not help the milling of the choice
fall wheat of Ontario by our own mills.”
1 think this makes it very clear that, so far as our millers
in Western Ontario are concerned, the duty on wheat does
1ot inure to the benefit of Manitoba by inducing our millers
to use Manitoba wheat; because, even with the discrimina-
tion against American wheat afforded by the duty, it does
not pay our millers to import Manitoba wheat instead of
American wheat. In answer to another question in respect
to the effect the abolition of duty on United States wheat
would have on the prices paid for Canadian wheat he said :

‘¢ At certain times the abolition of the wheat duty might affect the price
paid to farmers for home grewn wheat, but it is quite impossible that it
should affest it permanently, as all are now aware that prices are regu-
lated by the Liverpool market. We should only use American wheat
when other wheat could not be geot, as was the case last season.’

They had explained in a former letter that the impossibility
of getting wheat enough to keep their mills going compelied
them to close them for part of the year.

‘¢ Ogitvics and some others may arrange to run their mills on Manitoba
wheat, but the great majority must depend on the wheat that they buy
&t their mill doors. * * * In regard to the views of the farmers on
the wheat duty, they would hardiy notice it. They look at the matter
very much in this way, namely, that wheat is gemerally higher across
the river or lake than in our own markets.’’

Bearing out the fignres I uced to the House on the
ast occasion on which I spoke.

“We bave very little faith in increase of duty to-an extent to do

, and would sooner have the wheat duty off. It might often make
irrgs better for millers here,”’

Then he goes on to refer to certain improvements in freight
rates that have been lately given to the western millers in
the States. I will give also the effect of another letter from
another firm of millers, which puts the case very clearly.
They say :

‘ We do feel a great injustice is done the Onnadian millers under the

present duty and bondingarraagementon wheat, probably mere grievous
to some mi who are net 20 well situsted for obtaining wheat as we
are.

{You will seo by thiz that thie duty on whest handieaps us'in meha
sy that we find it very hard ‘to obtain whedt and keep the mill ron-

ing on full time, and ire tostand still. It is utterly i ible for
8 urchése ‘Wheat in Detroit or Uhiéago (which weﬂvfouts 1tke to do
Mr, UABEY,

at the present time) even without the duty, and export the flour and
make anything more than a living out of the transaction. Take for
Example No. 2 Red Winter which is same wheat as raised here in
Chicago is worth to-day 78§c, 773c., and 78¢c., per bushel. We cannot
expect to have it delivered nere for less than 7c. per bushel, that will
make the cost delivered here, say 85¢. per bushel. We are paying the
farmers here from 80c. to 85c. per bushel. Now add 15c. per bushel duty
would bring it to $1 per bushel. We could not ship any fiour at such a
cost of material, 8o the result is we stand still when we cannot purchase
wheat from the farmers.”
Now, this is a remarkable statement of practical [men,
engaged in milling and wishing to import wheat for milling
purposes. They evidently did uot take the duty into
account at all when comparing the rates between Detroit
and my constituency. They say it is as dear in Detroit or
Chicago, with the freight added, as it is in my own neigh-
borhood, so the duty has not raised the price of wheat in
that part of the country, though it has prevented the
importation of a certain amount of American wheat. It has
had the effect of shutting down the milis for a certain time
in the year without increasing the price to Canadian far-
mers, and appears to be mischievous to the manufactqrmg
class in that part of the country without being of the slight-
est use to the agricultural class. They say:

¢ The ex(})ression of the duty benefitting the farmers is a fabulous
theory, and won’t hold water, for, when wheat gets over a certain cost,
we do no business unless 1here is & general advance in breadstuffs. We
have noticed the markets very particularly since 1878, and we have
never yet seen the price of wheat in this section exceed the prices of
wheat figuring the price in Chicago with freight to this point.”’
I gave you some figures the other afternoon for the past
antumn. These gentlemen have watched the markets since
1878, and have found that to be truc during all that time
which I found to bo true during last autumn.——

¢ This,” he says, ‘I believe to be universal.”

Then he goes on to point out the reason why they cannot
compete in the eastern provincial markets. He says:

“ Asfor perfection in machinery, the most of the mills in Ontario
have the latest and best improved machinery, and can manufacture and
finish the flour equal to anything in the United States, and those millers
who could not would soon advance. There isa grade of flour known
ag strong bakers and high grade Minneapolis flour, which is meeting
with purchasers ia our cities, and it is used by the bakers. Now, if we
could obtain the Manitoba wheat at & reasonable price, we could supply
this trade ourselves. The cost of the wheat delivered here is too much.”

They feel the pressure of heavy freight rates on Manitoba
wheat as much as the Manitoba farmers do, —

¢ We do not believe much American floar has found its way into this
market /! ——

This is, the Western Ontario market,

‘“gince the harvest of 1884. The writer did not approve of the Millers’
Asgsociations idea of an advance of duty on flour of 50 cents per barrel
80 as to make it $1. . » *  Now we feel the greatest boon
to the millers would be, get the duty on wheat removed, and you will
soon find there will be no American” wheat find its way into Canadian
market, as the millers would arrange to supply this trade.”’

Then he goes on to point out that there are six first class
mills in that county, with capacities varying from 150 to
350 barrels for every 24 hours, making a total production

| of 1,200 barrels daily, which are now running on half time,

and hardly that for the last three months, the caumse being
that they cannot obtain wheat. He afterwards states that
they employ an average of fifteen men each, so that ninety
men are thrown on half time, and that there is a capital
invested amounting to $279,000 in these mills, which
is lying idle half the time. I think this is not a pleasant
showing. It shows beyond doubt that the millers have
grievances, it shows that the way in which the tariff
18 arranged 8 not favorable to their industry, and that
something ought to be done for them. In what direction
this something ought to be is & question for the Government
to decide. It is for them to say whether they will remove
A tax that does not seem to do much good to the farmers,
or will reduce it, or whether they will increase the dety en
flour. 1do not know what the feeling of the farmers of



