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Mr. Trudeau, seconded by Mr. Macdonald (Rosedale),
by leave of the House, introduced Bill C-1, An Act re-
specting the Administration of Oaths of Office, which was
read the first time.

Mr. Speaker reported that, when the House did attend
His Excellency the Governor General this day in the
Senate Chamber, His Excellency was pleased to make a
speech to both Houses of Parliament, and to prevent mis-
takes, he had obtained a copy, which is as follows:

Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:

I have the honour to welcome you to the Third Session
of the 28th Parliament of Canada and to present, on
behalf of my Government, various matters which it
wishes to lay before you.

Before proceeding, I should like to recall to your minds
a few events of the year which have been of special
significance in our national life.

The Northwest Territories, which comprise 40 per cent
of our land and water, and the "Keystone" Province of
Manitoba, have each celebrated the one hundredth anni-
versary of their entry into Canada.

They were greatly encouraged in these exercises, and
Canada as a whole was delighted by the presence of our
gracious Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh, accom-
panied for the first time by The Prince of Wales and
Princess Anne. The Royal Family travelled extensively in
the Northwest Territories and visited a great many
Manitoba communities, ending with an enthusiastic send-
off from Winnipeg. In Ottawa we were all pleased to play
host for two days to Prince Charles, a friendly and
interested guest.

The interest of Canada as a whole in these centennials
was shown in many ways, including a Session of the
Cabinet in Winnipeg, individual visits by the Prime Min-
ister and other Canadians in public life, and by the
participation of my wife and myself.

Our own travels in the Western Arctic and in the
Yukon Territory enabled us to round out our tours of al
the Provinces and Territories.

Next year British Columbia, which extended the
Canadian Federation to the Pacific Coast in 1871, will
mark the centennial of this historic event. It will give
Canadians much satisfaction to know that Her Majesty
and The Duke of Edinburgh, accompanied by Princess
Anne, will visit the Province in early May and join in
the centennial celebration.

We gather here today within a few hours of the con-
clusion of the Second Session of this Parliament. In a real
sense, the interval between the second and third sessions
cannot be measured in terms of hours or days. The Third
Session of the 28th Parliament commences in the decade
of the seventies, a decade which we dare not assume will
be a continuation of the past. The passing of the sixties
and the beginning of the seventies reminds us that
Canada faces a new age; an age which will be subject to
forces not all of which are yet comprehended or under-
stood, forces which will proceed from external as well as

internal origins. It is a new age not so much because of
changed circumstances, but new because of changed
values and attitudes.

Because of the clash between these new values and the
old, because of the quest by the young and the disillu-
sioned for some resolution of attitudes, we live in a
period of tenseness and unease. It is an age frequented by
violence as desperate men seek ill-defined goals; an age
of frustration as gentle men question impatiently old
assumptions. It is an age in which the life-support sys-
tems of the biosphere may collapse unless man reverses
his present course and begins again to live in harmony,
rather than in competition, with his environment. It is an
age in which the forces of science and technology now in
motion are so massive, so swift, and so comprehensive
that man may be facing his last opportunity to control
his own destiny rather than be subject to it.

The decade of the seventies extends beyond our pres-
ent vision, yet the momentum of change is already so
over-whelming that man can no longer afford the luxury
of reacting to events. He must anticipate and plan. He
must accept that contentment and indifference are illuso-
ry; that the most dramatic reality is change; that there is
more need than ever before to preserve as constant
values truth, honesty, excellence and relevance; that a
society which is not inspired by love and compassion is
not worthy of the name.

We are entering an age of tension, an age of challenge,
an age of excitement. At the threshold of the seventies a
choice is open to Canadians as it is open to few persons
in few countries. With foresight and stamina and enter-
prise, our's may be, if we wish it;

-a society in which human differences are regarded as
assets, not liabilities;

-a society in which individual freedom and equality
of opportunity remain as our most cherished
possessions;

-a society in which the enjoyment of life is measured
in qualitative, not quantitative terms;

-a society which encourages imagination and daring,
ingenuity and initiative, not coldly and impersonally
for the sake of efficiency, but with warmth and from
the heart as between friends.

As Canada moves into the seventies, we are all invited
to join in this bold enterprise-to share the excitement,
to face the challenge, to pursue the distant ideal of a just
society.

The Canada of the seventies must continue to be a land
for people; a country in which freedom and individual-
ism are cherished and nurtured; a society in which the
Government lends its strength to withstand, rather than
support the pressures for conformity.

One of the greatest of the challenges to individuality
comes from the increasing pressures of urban living. It is
estimated that eighty per cent of the population of
Canada will be resident in a few large cities by the end
of this century. By comparison with the recent past, this
is a new face of Canada bringing with it a new accumu-
lation of problems. One of those problems is the need for
adequate housing, another the provision of the many
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