
of any other weapon, but it was created as a result of
the deepest penetration that .man has yet made into the
fundamentâl secrets of Nature, and if used widel y
enough, might destroy all life on this planet . Whether
or not to use a weapon of that kind should surely not
be decided by the application of the same criteria
applicable to other weapons, or by unilateral decision,
no matter what the technical and legal position ma y
be . At a time of military reverses, when soldiers are
trapped and encircled and are dying desperately, there
will naturally be a strong temptation to sanction the
use of the atomic bomb . Anyone considering suc h
authorization, however, must remember that the fate of
the whole world may depend on the decision . The atomic
bomb is universally regarded as the ultimate weapon .
It should be treated as such .

This is a time of desperately hard decisions .
It is also a time which will demand greater sacrifices
than we in Canada have ever before been asked to make ;
and without much of the stimulation and excitemen t
and feeling of survival or extinction that accompanies a
shooting war .

It may be that in the days ahead the process of
negotiation which I have suggested will become
impossible or will be tried and fail . Then those who
use force will have to be met by all the force we can
muster in the free world . Until that time, however, we
must guard freedom by wisdom, as well as by arms .

S/C


