Executive Summary

Canadé’s involvement. in Afghanistan exhibits many of the hallmarks‘of a *“hot buiton™ issue, one
which is potentially explosive and for which-public reaction is heavily influenced by events:and
media covarage. Participaits to the focls groups spoke with passion and vigour aboui the issue.
This is 'an issié on-which there ars very strong épinidns, even if based on mispgreeptions or
inormplete information. The issue:is also a volatife one and exhibiis the potential 1o becotge a
ligthtening rod, galvanizing public opition and perceptions of the overall purfﬂrmmm!:‘nf‘the
Giovernment ol:Canada and outweighing public concerns on virtually every other front.

There afc a number of reasons why (his 1ssue strikes a very sensitive chord.in the Canadian
psyche, nat the least of which-has beesi mounting Canadian caslties overthe Tast 12 months.
Beyénd this obviously tragic reality, it is also apparentthat the public perspective on the
Canadian Farcey and (heir role does not appear 1o have evolved muach beyond a sort of”
“TPeursunian”™ perception of the CF in a very traditional peauﬁ:kecpingcapacity. Thus, the
principal factors fundamentally inﬁuenuiqg-publ’i& opinion on this-dssuc ﬁrr: as follows:

There-is 1 sense from comments fitade by participanis that Canadimny se¢ themselves as being
relatively isolated from the shifiing global realities with respect 16 terrorist-activities and eivil
atrife around the world. Ttis a fact thar the U.S., Europe and Asia have been the primary targets
of terrorist threats. I general; participants did not see themselbves-as a principal target of terrorist.
aclivity., Thetgfore, most don't buy the rationale that fighting terrorism abroad will enhance
security at home.

The issue is also mmred in participants’ desire 10 continue £ be seen as, i1'1tf:mal‘i0nalbr0ker5v‘a’nd
keepers of peacé. The degree to which.this covieted.rale is seen to be damagéd or diminished by
Canada’s involvement in Afghanistan has repercussions for Canadians’ suppori of the mission;

The Canadian public has nol been pre-conditioned with respect 10 the evelving role ol the
military within this new global comtext wherchy failed states and the aciivitics.of non-state actors
have replaced conflici between nations as the pre-éminent threats to global security. The Lact
that these-changing circumstances require-a different type of military engagement alopg with
diplomatic and humamitarian intervention to support Lie reb uilding of defbcratic instituiions is
ol something that- Canadidns appear (whave fully taken on hoard. Canada’s role within NATO
during thewar in Bosnia-Ferzegovina represented a decisive shifl Tor the military. Yet, many
Canadians were, and Iikely remain, unaware both of the full nature and extent of tha’t.‘eﬁgagéméht,
and of its sigiificarce in ushering in a néw era fot the Canadian Forces, The events that tock
pace at the Medak Pocket in Croatia during the mid-1990s, although relatively unknown 1o many
Canadians, marked a tumning point ,folr Canadizn peacekeepers. The following excerpl [rom-a
paper posted on lhe web site of the Canadian Diefence Association describes the Canadian Forces



