EXCHANGE OF NOTES (June 30, 1952) BETWEEN CANADA AND THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA CONCERNING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY

I

The Canadian Ambassador to the United States of America to the Acting
Secretary of State of the United States of America

CANADIAN EMBASSY

WASHINGTON, June 30, 1952.
SIR,

1. I have the honour to refer to our exchange of notes of January 11,
1952, relating to the St. Lawrence Seaway and Power Project. In my note 0
you, I informed you that the Canadian Government is prepared to procee
with the construction of the Seaway as soon as appropriate arrangements ca?
be made for the construction of the power phase of the project as well.

2. I have been instructed by my Government to inform you that, whe?
all arrangements have been made to ensure the completion of the pOWer
phase of the St. Lawrence project, the Canadian Government will construC
locks and canals on the Canadian side of the International Boundary to proVide
for deep-water navigation to the standard specified in the proposed agreeme?
between Canada and the United States for the development of navigation aP
power in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin, signed March 19, 1941, and w
accordance with the specifications of the Joint Board of Engineers, date
November 16, 1926, and that such deep-water navigation shall be provide
as nearly as possible concurrently with the completion of the power phas®
of the St. Lawrence project.

3. The undertaking of the Government of Canada with respect to thes
deep-water navigation facilities is based on the assumption that it will not
possible in the immediate future to obtain Congressional approval of the Great
Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin Agreement of 1941. As it has been determined tha
power can be developed economically, without the seaway, in the Internatio?
Rapids Section of the St. Lawrence River and as there has been clear evidence
that entities in both Canada and the United States are prepared to devel‘
power on such a basis, the Canadian Government has, with Parliament:
approval, committed itself to provide and maintain whatever additional WO~
may be required to allow uninterrupted 27-foot navigation between La de
Erie and the Port of Montreal, subject to satisfactory arrangements being ma
to ensure the development of power.
on 1he

4. Canada’s undertaking to provide the seaway is predicated
construction and maintenance by suitable entities in Canada and the Un:‘[‘he
States of a sound power project in the International Rapids Section. 7
features of such a power project are described in Section 8 of the joint appli® %
tions to be submitted to the International Joint Commission by the Gover?
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