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ini'iltrate very oi'ten 1.nto aur area and that during the
excharige.o air '~e it i$ qite passible that the soldiers oif
the-Royal Army l'ire at the International Commission in
arder ta throw the blame thereal'ter on the Fighting Units
of' the Pathet Lao,'" The Commission d±d not take any.
decI.sion on this argu ment, nor was it able ta invéstigate
these Incidents long ai'ter their occurrence. Far.tuna.tely,
however, with the improvement I.n the general situation,
similar incidents were not repeated.

10. Owing ta the constant danger ta the sai'ety aof
team members, the C'ommission considered withdrawing the
team but declded that discretion in this matter should
be lel't ta the team itsel'. The team decided hawever ta
stay on at Houei Thao.

il. On 17 January, 1956, the Commission sent letters
ta bath the Partied exhorting them ta Impement the cease-
£ire agreemnent fully and ta direct the local Commanders at
Houei Thao' ta ýobserve cease-L ire ±'rom 20 January, '19,56.

12.' On 21'January, 1956, the fii±ng increa.sed ini
intensity. At 1500 haur's when the team was engaged in
the repairing aof its bunloer.with'the Commissoa.s white'
flag prominently being displayred, five well-,grouped shôts
were fired i'rom~ the direction ai' the Pathet Lao post on the
area where the team was working. One shot wouide.d.an .
Ind.a~n signalman belonging ta the team. Tbe Cogiissiîon
feit that it was impossible ta mistake the identity ai'
the team or its members, and the International Commission
could only presume that someone i'rom the Pa-thet Laoside
must have i'ired the shots.

13. A heJ.icopter sent i'rom Sam Netia ta evacuàte tbX0
casualty was un.able ta do so owiing to the heavy f iring f r9rn
bath sides. The casualty was later evacuated by helicapter
during a lulJ. period in i'iring.

14. From 22 January onwards tIhere was comparative cajI15
bt intermittent firi.ng and mine explosions continued,
Certaini Laotian National Army casualties wounded by mine
explosions vere evacuiated in the Cbnirissign's helicapter,

15. Durlng M.-rcb. intermittent t'ire con'tinued ta
teplc and thére was tenio.au-between bath the Parties
,at Huei Thao.

16. On 1 April, 1956, tbred' Laotian National Army
so.ler s, apparent1y under the influence of' alecahol and
hain become excited over the delay in the evacuation ofb

Lao tian National Ârmy castualtiesy threatened with weapafls
In~ ther hands the International Commission menbers. Due
to the hostile attitude of' these tbree soldiers, ives ofh
the Houei Tlhao sub-team members wer'e endangered. Beca'u8?
of' this, a member of' the team with his interpreter, who
ha4 p1revi.aus2y been badly tireated at Houaei Tbao in anothl
Inciden~t, i'elt compelled ta leave the place until th~e
situatioould be put right tbrough the intervention o
th Inenatianal Commission. With the departure afig*
pl'ficeQr in such circumstances, the teàm at Houei Thao
ceased ta have auy off±icial status and their worlc
pr actically came to a stancstill.

1. The Military Coxumittee carrieâ out an on-t@10
sPOt J.lwestigatÏOan into this matter. The Commission Wrt
a letter to the Royal Goverumeut about the incidente
der1aniding guarantee f'or the sai'ety ai' the team members


