
1. The eighth meeting fteOonuttv CoMmittee,

reprlese-ntil the memiber GovernMefltS of the Colombo Plan for

Cooperat-ive IEconomic PDev'elopmelt'in South and South I,'ast

AsawSheld' 'i Weýlingtofl fràm,)4 to 8 Lecember 1956.

2. The meeti ng revie wea the progrees, and considered the

problems of developmefltdUinrg the past yearý,in the 
countries

of the area and surveyed''the preýsent economie position of

,thie'individual càountriesand.â of' the region as a whole.

-An asse~smeflt was made of Éorne of the tasks ahead for the

countri.es of the Colombo Plan in South and- South 
East Asia.

Adraft report prepa'ed by officiais in a preliminA.ry

meeting from 19 November to 1 December 1956 was discussed

bh.y Ministe.rs ýwhoÔ approved' the text of the Fifth 
Annual

Report, for Publi.cationl in member countries' capitale on or

after 15 JanilarY 1957. The ciscussions wiere full, frank

and cord.ial and not the least value of the meeting, lay in

the friendl1y persoflal aBssociatio0f betweer± th.e representatives

of the mreber Govrnmefls.

3., In the region. as a whole several signi-ficant acivances

were made in both the pla.nning and execution vf economic

developmeflt programies during the f if'th year 
of the

Colombo Plan. I'n 1955-56, there was progrt3ss in the

develpenteof the area aLs a wihole, aithough this progress

wa not utiform. National incomne continued to rise at a

rat s1g,ýt1yinexdess of population growith. Most 0fth

Colomtbo Plan conties in 1955-5
6 çontributed to and

Ùendfité'& fro 1 the coitinued expansion in world ind.ustrial

prodction andtrade'. ALrriculturpal prod.uction, on balance

shoeda littie improvemeflt over thie previ-ous year; there

~petr'oleum production in t4he area. Significaint progrees

~was ma*Ide ih industrii- produ~ction a,,s a reutof greater

utiiztî'bh of 6½xisting ecjuipment andi expanled facilities


