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THE COMMUNITY PLAYERS.
Some years ago there was inaugerated in the

United States a ýmovement for 'the uplift of the
drama,, one of the purposes of the organizers be-
ing to counteract the evils of commercialism that
at that time uniderlay every dramatic production
ln the country. "Art for art's sake"' had 'become
a mere formula and the task of the "Community
Players, " -the 'titie whIch these pioneers for -a bet-
ter dramlatlc splrit'gaveý to themselves was no
small one. 'After many rebuffs they finaily suc-
ceeded ln gathering together a large body 0f good
amateurs whio gave from time to Urne excellent
interpretations of the best plays. The idea spread
throughout the different states until in. most
large centres there is a "Community Players '~ or'-
ganization. The propaganda bas no* reached
Montreal, and If the encouragement that -the
Community Players have received from the local
public is any criterion of the spirit of -the larger
public of Canada there is much hope for its Suc-
cess ln every large, and even smail, community
in the, country.

The "Community Flayers" idea is not only to,
encourage local talent In acting and In the writ-
lng of plays, but to Instil into the mInd of the pub-
1ic' a love of ail that is best in the drama, uslng
the word in its broadest sense. For attempting
such a work, the Community Players of Mont-
real wlil recelve the thanks of ail citizens who are
desirous tosee built up in Canada a most noble
art.

TWO ENGLISH OPINIONS ON PROPORTIONAL
REPRESENTATION.

"Experienca, where tbe system bas been put Into oper-
ation, bas consistently and convincingly refuted the criti-
cisms wbicb bave been directed against it, and 1, for one,
feel unabaken confidence tbat witbin no distant period Its
acceptance as a tbeary will be universal, and that it will
be put into practical application wberever la the civiiized
world representative institutions prevgil."-The Lord
Chancellor (Lard Birkenhead).

"I cannaI concelve any greater work for men or women
wbo love their country and wbo desire ta have it governed
by a representative assemply than ta take their part la
s0 altering aur method of election that the Hanse of Com-
mons is a true reflectian of the people of all parts of tbe
country."-G. R. Thorne, Labour M.P.

MUNICIPAL TRAMWAYS IN GREAT BRITAIN.
That the difficuiles of municipal tramway undertakîngs

are flot conflned ta this continent la Illustrated in the fol-Iawlng edItorlal taken tfram the "Survey". (Engiland),
whlch' shows very conclualvely that In the 'OId Country
the tramway systeme are ln anything but a flourishlng
position*.

Municipal tramway unclsrtakings have been in au un-fortunate position for xnany years past, and the 'outlook
does, fot appear to Improve. Even the most prosperous
concerna have been very bard bi, cblefly. owing ta tbe war,
but especially ta tbe aftermath of inflated expendîture that
bas been caused by the war. At Liverpool, for example,
the prospects of the city tramways appear to be of the
gloomiest, if we are ta Judge by a statement made recent-
ly by the chalrman of the Tramways Committee. The
undertaking, It was explaied, is a losing concern. Thecity, engineer's estimate of the work ta be done this year
ln repalrlng the track and carrying out tbe Pierbead
scemne amounts ta £ 818,000, wbile the amouint ta the
credit of the renewal and depreciation account is only
£ 282,000, sbowlng a deflctt of £ 25,900. Tbe operating
cost of tbe systemn today le 99% per cent of the revenue,
and it is obvions therefore, as tbe chairman added, tbat
if furtber Increases takes place in tbe wages and material,
the expenditure will be conaiderably more than the rev-
enue, and the requirements of tbe renewal and deprecia-,
tion fund, wbich were equal to is on tbe rates, will stili
bave ta be met. In tbe circumstances tbere Is much ta be
said la favour of tbe contention that tbe travelling public
must pay for tbeir rides. Tbere may be, and probably
tbere la, sometbIng ta be said for the argument of a labour
councillor, tbat some blame for the present position of
affaira may be ascribed ta the past policy of voting profits
ta the relief of the rates, but it seems futile ta lay emn-
phasis upon thîs at the present crisîs, and it la anytbing
but belpful ta find this statement followed by tbe asser-
tion that bis party would flot consent ta the raising of the
fares. Apart trom the fact that the policy condemned Is a
tbing of the past, tbere is no denylng that sucb relief as
was given ta the rates was enJoyed by the wbole com-
niunity, irrespective of clans, whiie there can be no ques-
tion. that at present a large proportion of the revenue from
the tramways is distributed among the warklng classes la
the form of increased wages. In the circumatances it is
littie short of unreason ta say, la efect, that fares must
not be touched, especially ln view of the probability that
bath wages and materials may coat more in the future.
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