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land is excellent and the climate temperate." Reference i.q
also made to trees on the coast and to the abundance of fish,
No discoverer would refer to a great peninsula like Labra-
dor as an island. The great codfishery does not begin until
July and its bleak and rugged shores could neyer he
described as woodled or beautiful and pleasant.

That Newfoundland was the land discovered will admit
of very little doubt if we carefully examine the scanty records
which have corne downl to us about John Cabot's first voy-
age. He arrived in Bristol early in August, 1497, from the
first expedition. On Aupust lOth there is an entry in the
Prîvy Purse expenses, "To hymn that found the ïipw Isle,
£10. April lst, 1498, "A reward of £2 to James Carter
for going to the new Isle. "lTo Launcelot Thirkîl, of Lon -
don, upon a prest for his shipp going towards the new
Islande, 2:2nd March, 1498, £0. IlApril lst, 1498. To
Thomas Bradley and Launcelot Thirkil, going to the new
I8ie, £30."

Ayala, in his letter of Ju]y, 1498, writes, "1The Geno-
ese went on bis course . -. I believe the distance is
flot 400 leagues, and I told hlm that I thought they were
the Islands discovered by your Highness."

In his long and amusing letter Soncino says, "l1He
(Caibot) departed in a littie ship from Bristol with 18 per-
sons, passing Ibernia (Ireland) more to the west, and asoend-
ing towards the north, he began to navigate the eastern
part of the ocean, leaving, for some time the north to the
right hand and having wandered enough he came at last to
firm land, where he planted the Royal banners, took posses-
sion for his, Highness, made certain marks and returned.

... The sea is full of fish. .. .. and the Engylish-
men, bis partniers, say that they can bring so many fish that
the Kingdomi will have no more business with Isianda
(Iceland) and that from this country there will be a very
great trade in the flsh they cail stock fishi," (dried codfish) a
very safe prediction, and which was certainly fulfilled. We
must bear in mind that Cabot made the land on the 24th
June.

Now this is the time of the Ilcaplin school " in our
Island, the very lieight of the codllshery. Nowhere in the
world is there such an abundance of the lordly cod as on
the east coast of Newfoundland at this particular season.

It lias been clearly shown that the very first resuit of
the discovery of Newfoundland was the dropping of the
great Iceland codfishery from Bristol, an immense rise in the
dry flsh trade, and an increase of barrelled fish, ail of whichi
came from the newv Isle (Newfoundland). In Pasqualigo's
letter of 23rd Aunust, 1497, he says that Cabot coasted for
390 leagues and landed; he saw no0 human beings whatever,
but he bias brought hither to the king certain snares wbicli
had been set to catch gaine, and a needle for making nets;-
he also found some fefled trees, . . . coming back iée
saw two is]ands to starboard . . . . It is quite clear that
as Cabot and his companions described the newly discovered
country as an island he must have coasted ail around it,
and 300 leagues, 900 miles, would cover almost the exact
distance required to circumnavigate Newfoundland, coming
round from. tire Straits of Belle Isle to Cape Ray he would
see St. Paul's and catch a glimps of the higblands of Cape
Breton, or else, if he hugged the shore right along the south
coast he, would see St. Pierre and Miquelon to starboard. It
would take the explorer fully three weeks to, coast around
Newfoundland. From Cape Race, with the westerl y winds
prevailing in July, he would reach Jreland iii fourteen or
fifteen days. This calculation. will accounit for the tiine lie
s3pent between the 24tb June and .Sth August, the date of
bis arrivaI in Bristol.

It is quite clear f rom these records, hiow tlie voyage was
carried out, they made a great detour to the north on the
outward voyage, and so the distance run was 700 leagueýs, or
2,100 miles, but iîaviiîg found the otew le, ani knowing its8
latitude and position, they made ), straight runi home fromi
Newfoundland to Ireland.

There are three facts broughit out vecry î'learly Iby tliese
records -

First,--Thaýt the niewly discovered land was; aniln
abounding in fisli;

Second lly,-Tblat it lay to the we8tward o)f I e aîîdaî
Was not dlistant froin it more titan about 1,600 iluiles. o,
cîrîo is speciflc, and eayýs it wili only take fifteerî days if for
tulle favours froni Ihernia. 100 to 120 iles a day was atl)o)ut
the- u8uai da y'4 run of tie.se ancierît v"essels. Ay;tIa, wlîo
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wîsbed to show his Sovereign, Ferdinand of Spain, how ne8ar
was the new island, says it is flot more than 400 leagues
now the Spanishi league varies from three to five miles, and
if we take the average at four miles to the league 'this WI"'
give almost the exact distance between Newfoundland 81d
Cape Clear in lreland-1,690 miles

Thirdly,-The island they lrad found was the island theY
were returning to in 1498, and for this purpose Cabot and
his companions Thirkall, Bradley, Carter, etc., were fjtting
out a fishing expediti3n in April, 1498. It is a matter o
history that thev did fish in Newfoundland, and our il"
was the only parlt of N.E. America known to the EurOPeafl
world resorted to by English. and foreign fishermen for the
next thirty years. The Portuguese, it is alleged, came er
in 1501, at the very beginning of the 16thi century; OiiY
harbours had distinct naines whichi have survived to thîs'
day ; in 1506 Jean IDenys refers to Renews. Mr. Iarr8"8

found in the Paris National Library the following recod -
IlLet a note be made of tlîe mark of My boats and( barkg
whîch I leave in Newfoundland in the haven of Jean DBnIysý
called Rougnoust (Renews). As Mr. Justin Winsor pOrtîû1
ently remarks, for the first thirty years after the diseovery
the sole cartography of North America is the east co&St of
Newfoundland.

If any further corroboration were necessary tO
that Newfoundland was the first land discovered in O
America we can point to the inscription on the portrar
Sebastian Cabot, painted by Holbein in therii o
beth-at that time, what dr nwCnd the egn afri10

Provinces, had distinct namnes, our island alone was Coalled
Newfoundland-it described Sebastian as the son of the dis-
coverer of Newfoundland.W

No Newfoundlander will have any question abolit
being Newfoundland when he learas fromn the rnc 1 fort
the first fishermen going out tth eis g suPP' 1 h

the voyage from no less a person than. Henry the Sevewsake rdr n hr

very littie doubt that poor Launcelot Thirkall and 13radîefl
bad to pay up heavily in the fall for the Royal nionar b

outfit and advance.ndbdC'
Long before the d iscovery of Amerîca Englandhl were

ried on a great trade and fishery in Iceland ; they te
always subject to restrictions by the King of pen3ark ; the
had to pay rent for their temporary booths erected0ith

ad; inany foreign vessels competed with theni, cti
Elnglish fishing fleet were often plundered by daringll q0d-
pirates. By the fortuniate voyage of Cabot E nlishnieo .er-
denly found theinselves lords over a country entrelY di i
ent f roi treeless lceland, abounding in tilliber, ga6nie 6,I
wild fruit, and with an abunidance of fi sîr sucîr as had 'nie
been known before in Iceland or elsewhere. 1I1 thfi gri
isie they were lords of aIl they surveyed. Whien the for%
fishiermen found out this piscatorial gold muine, as tbey
immediately, the English lorded iL over the strangers 1l8
their own island and"'every Portuguese and FrenichnIl~ old
submit to, their autlrority, and so, as we learn froo1 th lotîe&
chronicles, every foreign sbip liad to f urnisîr the 'i Sadbl8
witli boat loads of saIt, and wines and fruits for' th19e U of
feast and lordly spree that inaugurated the apPO'ne
each new EngliLsh fisbing adiniral and ruler. t

If it is admitted that Newfoundland wa5 the f. r
seen by Cabot, ail probabilities point to Cape tG
the fir-st point on our coas t di4covered l)y the grea ost
sailor. An unbroken tradition of four centuries Pooes
Bonavista as bis landfall, certified tuoreover by twdlald l
one madle l)y Jolin Mao Governor of -NeWfoU""dlf the
Captairi iii the lRoyal Nayatrards, Treasore O* th

riilNavy, and thue fouinder of NOW Jialsiui bue,
other constructeil by thl' elihia J4,etil ex60erU
(W cgraphler i unpi >1 t o t b we ir pui s ed i abOu t OP
thiey b ad befu i p ripa re illuimeiarl ie~r. i up0î t's AbcbOt
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Callot. And D oîrrînt îîas writtfi il, 1î red aînk
Boli;l,'i54t L, -' j>r~i>m, i1 r',ii1f , firs( flIIIIil, l .Itd lias l. >
out4îulu of CSape IHoliaLvis a au i n1 oif î"ý Mjajc. re

Iliese two nîaîî)s îîîakîe if, hluitu lei iba î1 ti r
one)f lib n<ireîi y'ars aftvr t lî. 1 alrît %vle tîîe oo n
wholu hall knlo'vr ( abrît aluil lus cliale - sailo rt
1b'liîf oiu iri tii lothî 1ll~iglisl au'1I I'relncl cor bot ur

(1ape ~ ~ ~ jliIfi ;'aiî ý ~i~' ~ t,".ongly 00 d ba
also arv the' lirLIli'- i r~~t'><,h1 , t g1


