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TRUTH-A WORD TO BUSINESS MEN.

Examples of the decline of lionesty arc so comnonly affoided mni trade,
and iii tbe ordinary tranîsactionis of daîly life, tbat tiîey comne wvîthin the
@xperience of every anc of us. From lime ta time there are exposures of job-
bcry anîd iil-conceaied dishonesty in tise administration of public affairs. Wlii
the expasuire is made nve are justly severe iii aur censure; and wve denounice
corruption in wveii roumîded senîtences. But il would be more profitable aisd
nmore ta the purpoqe la conse closer haine wvîth our- inivestigationis.

Our aiscestors hiad a good aid fasbioned , vritic vhich they callcd lionoîsi.
Il was a great favourite svith them, and îlîcy wcrc nieyer tired of singiisg ils
praises. 'I'ey were very proud of il; aîsd a paci ivent so far iii a fit of entîsui
sîasni as la deciare that Il an fbonest man is tise noblest work of God." fflat
has now become of tbis virtue ? It had been iii use a long lime, but il could
flot have been positiveîy worn ont. Lt was of good lasting material, aiid ouglbt
ta have serx cd a good îsany gemîcrations yet ta came ; but really il scenis ta
have been cast aFide and lost. Cerîainiy it lias gone out as a fashion. Little
by little ive have lost tisai quality whicb was tbe bond of social intercaurse and
succcss in trade. Delerioration in the tone of saciety strikes ail observers.
The social tords are reiaxed, and Society is ready ta give a Ilbal-felov-wcll-
Met " sort of receptiols ta ail and sindry, whatevcr their antecedents.

Mm. Gladstonîe, iin anc of bis writings, notes Il a depression of tbe standard
of conduct wiîlsin the very iîighest circies of society," and points especialiy ta
aise îlroof of it, tise deciîe in "lconjugal moraiity."l The sanie applies ta banik-
ruîslcy. Finie uvas ivlien a bankrupt lost bis social standing. Event bis
Misfortunes wvc e hld ta be a possible reflectian on lus lsonesty. Tiss was
bsard, but w'c have assurediy got ta the allier extreme, now tuai baîskruptcy
causes but little stigmia, and there is cvery toleratiomi for the man wvlo Il goes,"
if hie aniy goes for, a sufficienîly large suns.

Bankruptcy is regardcd too, as a sort of short eut ta wcalîb, and as indi-
cating a certaiîn sharpness an tise part of tbe bankrupt in baving gai so nîncl
credit, and piayed bis cards sa weil as ta bave fleced lus creditors for a good
round amauint. le "gets tlsrougb" iti a fatal facility, gocs int temporary
economny, reappears aoi tue seene with renovaîed plumes, is reccîvcd in

'kO0te,>T," lias the credit of lsaviiig passed wiîb the payînenî of the smailest
dividend ever declarcd is tise cammuniîy, and carnies everyîhing before him
moare briliiantly titans ever.

How difficuit il is ta get anytlsing Ilgood'" ai ais ordinary store. Lowiscss
of price is s0 confounded wiîh ciseapness thai it is difficuli ta distinguisb the
anc froni the ather. A lady goes ta a store ta buy silk-ii is haif cottan, or
sane other fibre almosi impossible ta deteci; she wanîs calico-it is haif
"dressing" fiannel-it washes ta a cobweb ; a spool of calton -it is marked
"50 yards" arîd reaily cantains twenty ; and 50 oni throtîghout.

Witli reference ta tie adulîcraliais of Manchester goods, wc flnd the
following in a late excbange :

"N'Ot very long ago the Manschester Chamber of Commerce waxed virîuously indignant
o"'er a report from t1e Britishî Conssul at Cheefoo, China, 10 the effect that a bac! naine
attaches ta Manchester goods among tise Cisinese coîssequent on the attenspîs "lta sell glue
as ciotb." This îeférs tathe praclice of "lheavy siziisg" Cotton goods, said ta benowligely
lesorted 10 by iiiisciulsulous usanufactureis in order to increase the weight of goads. Recenî
investigations imbt tihe composition of some of these aduiterated fabis show thal Oniy S6/
per cent. of tise w'hole is putre cloth, the remainder coissisîing of China-dlay and chiorides of
lsagnesium and zinc. 'l Pitre" goods contain frons 5 10 7 Per cent. Of size."

In furniture shops îhings are Ilblown"I together, and fail ta pieces wiîb the
swelling of the green îvood or an the slightest wear. Tîsen, again, loak aI the
adulîcration iii food and drink, even ta aur milk. And as ils quaiity s0 also is
tbere deterioration of quantiîy ; tbe quart boîtle bas dwindlcd dasvu ta a pini ;
and it liolds gaod in ail trades-Ibe secret of cbeap janîs, nsarnsaladc, &c., 'viii
aflen be found iii tise pot, whichb las a goodly oulside bîit bolds isexi ta
iiatbing. How drugs are adulterated bas offent been cxposed, and one of the
Most1 recent caînîsaints is of Ilboilcd seeds "I-tbat is ta say, wîîcn yau buy any
seeds for Your garden you gel a few sound seeds and the rest may be withered
aid things boiîcd up ta plumpness but af course having no life in tlîem.

Wili not aur îsousewives isear icstinsany îow flise largesi eggs are invariabiy
ilivested svits the lisnaur of beiiig tise spsccînîs, amîd lsow tise strawvberry~-box
has sa dwindîed Ihat the large bernies eau scarceîy be gaI ililo themi.

l'rom Nova Scatia sve have a repart of a Ildifficuiîy"I with the fruit-
growers, conîpîaining of the packing of apples. 'I'here wouid be a row of
gaad appies at tbe bottons aînd îwa ravs ai the top, the intcrvening space being
il lIed wiîîs inferior apples."1 0f course there are many îhorougbly bontest,
tUprigbt fmuit-growvers, an- wlsose word îscrfect reliance may be placed; but tbey
,have been mnade la suffer tiirougi thse dishoncsty of others. Not the least part
oIf the Wickedness is that it lias been carricd la sncb an extent that the reputa-
lion of a îvhaie cauntry-side bas been deslroyed, aîîd at the saine lime il bas
iîsflicîed severe Pccuniary ioss upon hontest men.

Frauds upont tise revenue are of course accouîîîed as fair game. 'Fie
nunseraus massufaclaries of illicit spîiis cannaI be carried an witlîout a cois
siderable number of persans being in tise secret. Ail these persans must be

aware that they break the iawvs of God and mrni, and yet the great (oncers
with thcm is la kcep their secret hidden and to make ruoney by it.

0f the sanie character, though perhaps not so perniclis in its c00se-
quences, is the crime of smiuggling any kirid of' goods. 'l'lie offence of' the
sm-uggler is really and lruiy a sin as well as a c rime. ('omulali honlesty revoits
against Il chcaling the revenue Ilas mnuchi as against checatîng yotii neigbour.
Indccd ii robbing the revenue you do rob ail your neighbonrs.

,\' modern instance "of a pcculiar kind of dishionesty inay be mien-
tioiiqd,---it lias hiappened w'îthîn thc l)ast fori ngl tisat an illustiaîed journal
iii Ibis city lias mnade th1e portrait of (?ostofr-oiaz (wvho Nvas hianged over a ycar
ago for fic inuirder at L acoilc) do duty to represent Il Pere Sansfaçon Il in ils

But wve need niot inul]ti1 y cxai;ipies. 'l'lie tliiiig t0 I) dcploi cd is flice
widespread degeneration wvhichi rcnders thiese tlinigs possible. 'Ilsus it gues on
from bad to warse. 'l'ise msoial l;uiNva-ks arc lu oken domvii, andi the tloods ut
iniquîty threateni lu rse and ovcrwvhcIiî socjets'.

It is a perilous thing that men live lies, and sulîstitute kîiiavrics, ii place
of the simple, honest, God-fearing ]ives their fatheis lived. Dut so il is. WVe
have driftcd into it, and muist take the consequences. WVc aie fas t bcginning
to lose our faith in hurnan nature ; men look right and left, iat iii hope, and
trust, and generous confidence, but askance in dislmust eaci of bis neighbours
anything will be believed without or even against evidence, if it be only bad
enough.

As surely as the law of gravitation contiols flie faîl of the alîple from thec
trc, the moral law ivili find out ivith its penalty, the mai who steals, or iobs,
or cheats, or lies. C)iiezedo Redivivues.

"lTHE SITUATION."

The great problemn of domnestic service is not omie that can be fully
treated in a short space. W7batever touches on home-life is always of the
greatest importance, and whatever tends ta throw ligbt and beauty into the
household, must be welcomed by ail thoughtful men and wanien. Servants fill
a very necessary and important part in this bome-life, and howvcver mucb they
may be grurnbled aI, they can't be done without. Witb fear and almost
trembiing, 1 would suggcst, may there flot be something svrong in the house-
bolds as weIl as in the servants ? Our dearest (?) fricnds sc only the best side
of ail our affairs. Evert if called on at unseasonable hours or wvhen worried
with cares, we find il possible to be polite, smile and seern pieased, and thus
make the best of it. And when we invite a friend to stay witb us, do we not
make up our mindà to "llet îhings go"I for the time, that the Ilskeleton in the
cupboard"I may not show its repulsive formi in their presence ? These are aur
friends, educated, cultivated, reflned, and on a social scale, equai at least to aur
own, arnd yet we feel we can't trust therm witb the true knowledge of ourselves
and aur household life. Now think of the delicate position of a household
servant and the amount of trust we must repose in her-a stranger, flot our
social equal, and without the advantagcs or refinement and education whicb aur
friends have. She is not long in the bouse till she has gauiged the dispositions
and tempers of the inhabitanîs, knows many of ils troubles and where the
hîtches accur, and yet she must be svise and prudent and guide hier behaviaur
as though she saw not these things, and do lier duty with respect ta ail]. If she
bas fia natural intuition or deiicacy of feeling, svbat wvonder tbat ceasing to
respect she becomes disrespectful, and gaes on froisi bad to worse. tli she

gîves up lier place Il or is dismissed.
No: wv must not expect more li fibis way front. a scrv ant Ilian wve would

ask from a friend, aur equal. IL svouid be better If' wv cuuld trust ftilly, bath
aur fricnds and aur servansts, and have isillier, servanîts nor friends that we
can't trust. If we are iual over-wealthy, don't let us try lu bide il fruont those
wbio mulst soaner or later sec flie fist for thiinselves. Eýconoiny need not
make us mean cither iii îboughit or act. IL is riglit, cvcn whiei Ilîcre is great
weaith, ta sec tbat Iliere is no wvaste or needless extravagance. If temper is
what troubles flic bouse, the means of relief are withiiî aur grasp,struggle
witb il tinI it is conquered. Let 0t1t abject of aur life bc, lu live as politely,
considerately aîîd friendly before aur servants as before aur friends, and Ibus
give thein tbe ])riviiege of sceing and nsixiiîg svitb good society, tili they rise ta
its level, wbich tlie good aiics will1 do ini a short tinie. Respect finds ant mutlet
in work well donc. The dcsire ta be able ta lulcase becomes strong, and the
household begisîs ta inove easily and iii larisoiîy, the oil of iaîntual lave
preventing danger from friction. Na amourîl of wages will assure us af a gaod
servanît, for mîoriey caniiot buy flie link that strczes easily betweeii mistress
and maid, tiierefore we do owe aur servanîts gratitude ansd îlîanks iîîdeî endently
of ail we suppiy thern witiî besides.

Our lîouschoid servants are îîot drawv fron flie sanie claýs as most of the
cierks, &c., belong ta, wiso fill positions iii aur ofifices anîd stores. Tbese as a
rule arc aur own sons and Iliose of Mr. Brown anîd Mr. Joncs, w ho are
iearning tlic business. But aur dauglîters arc not, if we kîiow it, the cooks

and housemaids or nurse-girls of Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Joncs, s0 that tlere
can be liitie comparison beîween tise mnen ivho îvork in business and tise womnen


