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of .4-ips or boats, and his acquaintance withi the coast or channel for which
lie undcrtake-s to guide thec vesscl, and ulcss liposesc a license tieitler
master, owncer nor tinderwvriter %vi11 emnploy irn. First, second and third-
class marine engrineers have to show proof of long periods tif apprenticv.
ship and of ability to followv thecir calling before thecy cati receive certiîhcates
or bce crploycd iii that capacity ;so with miasters and mates of vess;els.
Surely no one wvill colitcncl that those laws 'have beeni cnacted for vie
';pecial becfit ot captaiuîs and mates of vessels, or marine enigincers or
pilots ; or that the saféty of huils and boilers hiave to bc assured, or that it
I'limsoll Ue painted on the ship is for t1ie benclit of the owner of the craft,
but ratlier, in anyv case, for the safeguardin- of public life and propCrty-.
Therc may bc eng,,ineersq or inariners %vell qualified -to utîdertakze the charge o!
boliers and navigation of ships, but without certificates fromn the proper
authorities they camiot be employcd in that capacity under certain penalties.
Yet lin one raises a hue and cry that thîis class of persons have a mnoploly
which should be broken dowîî. There does not appear to bu anîy systeni
which %vill exclude ignorant and incompetent persons wVhich will uiot excînde
many wh'lo are tolerably competent and qualified in those respective occu-
pations. Even the qualification and training requireci of public school teacliers
may, and no cloubt docs, cxclude occasionally persons frorn being empnl.oyed
by trustecs whlo m-ay have hiad large experience and much theoretical know -
ledge of thc profession of teaching. Vet by no other means tlîau by a
uniforrn test of comnpetency could tIc authorities be assurcd th'at public
monev miglit fairly be distributed among the schools, andc a school tax in-
posed upon the ratepayers for theïr support.

If it is necessary that the persons entrusted w'ith the commancd of slips
anci the management of marine enîgines shoulci be traincd and skilled in their
respective callingys, an d pass rigid examinations before being certified as
competent to discharge thecir duties, %vhio %vill say that thc person ivlto
undertakzes to practise medicine or surgery should be allowed to do so with-
out giving proof of possessing skill and experience and training aclequate to
assumngc su ch a responsibility. No one wvill con'--nd tlîat s.uch kuîiowledge is
intuitive even to the greatest intellect, buit must be, and can onhy be, acquired
by- a prolonged application of ail the powvers of mind to mastering thc prob-
lems and sciences, auîd investigati ng the laws peculiar to the animal systern
and the agencies wvhich cause a departure fromn its normal condition. The
skill and knowledge of the pilot wvho steers tIe ship freighted with valuable
hives or costly merchandise through an intricate and dangerous channel lias
flot been gathered in a day. The courage, the dexterity, the marvellous skill,
wvhich guides the surgeon's knife lias not been gained in a single afternoon.
But howv are the public to judge of the ability of eitler unless by the creden-
tials of a competent and impartial examiner or examining body ?

he systemn which obtained in this Province previous to the passing of the
Medical Act in 1874 did not secure a uniform standard of qualification
in thc practitioners Wvho %vere admitted to practice by license from the
Governior-General, as aIl g raduates in medicine fromn any college or univer-
sity iii 1-er Majesty's dominions, as wvel1 as members of the -Royal Coliege
of Physicians and Surgeons, London; those holding the commission of surgeon
in the armny or navy; and also those who passed an examinatioiî before the
Medical Board, were ail equally qualified for license ; and wvhile the majority
miglit be' and probably %vere, men wvell qualified, it is natural to suppose that
not a fewv ivere slightly deficient.

By tIe present systemn of requiring ail to pass through the samne ordeal,
the qualified and competent have nothing to fear fromn an examnation of


