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. Venerable Brethren—1It is with much - consolation
{hat we rejoice in the Lord to see you now, venerable
brethren, ‘assembied in great numbers about us—you
wlhiom we can traly call cur joy and our crown,—
You ave, indeed, 2 portion of thase who share our
labors and our cares, in order to feed that universal
flock which the. Lord Las confided to our weakness
—for the preservation and defence of the Catholic
Church—for sustaining it with-new disciples—who’
serce and adare with sincere faith the God of justice
and of truth. These words of Christ our Lord to
the Prince of the  Apostles—* T'u aliquando con-
versus confirme fratres tuos,” seem, then, in the
pregent circumstanees, to invite us, who, by the "di-
vine grace, have been put in his place, notwithstand-
ing -our worthlessness, to speak to' you, venerable
brethren, not to recall to their duty, or demand more
fervor “of those whom we already know to be in-
flamed, willl zeal far exceeding the glory .of God,
but to_the end that, fortified, .as by the voice
of the blessed Peter himself, who lives and will con-
tinue 1o live in his successors, ye may therein find in
some degree a new power Lo labor for the salvatien
of the flock entrusted (o your care, and the mainte-
nance of the interests of the Church, with courage
and fortitude, in the face of all the difficulties of .the’
present ‘time.” There could be no lesitation .as to
whose intercession we _should especially invoke  with
tbe Heavenly Father of divine light, in order that.we.:

DECEMBER,

you, You have.assembled round us for the purpose,
of unifing - your : concurrence “to the care and, zeal,
whicl* we have employed for the extension of the.
glory of the august Mother of God.. .We have then
earrieslly  supplicated. the Most Holy-Virgin, whom
the church calls. the Seat of, Wisdom,.ta. obtain -for
us a-ray-of - the divine wisdom, to enlighten us'to say

and prosperity of- the church of God. Now, ‘consi--
dering from this chair, which is as the citadel of re-
ligion, the famentable errors which, in these perilons
times, are diffused throughout the Catholic world, it
appears (o us particularly opportune to point them
out to.you, venerable brethren, to the end that you
employ all your powers to combat them—you .wha
are constituted the guardians and sentinels of the
bouse of . Israel. =~ - Lo
We lave to lament the existence of an” impions
race 'of unbelievers, who would, were it possible,
wish to destroy all religious faith, and with these it
is especially necessary to include those members of
secret societies, who, united amongst themselves by
a criminal compact, neglect no means of overturning.
end . destroying church and state by the violation of
every vight. It is to these, assuredly, that apply
these words, of ‘the” divine Regenerator:—* You are
the children of Satan, and you do the works of.your
Father.” Apart. from these men, we must admit
that now thie perversity of unbelievers generaily in-
spires horror,. and that there is in-the minds of men
v.certain. tendency to . draw closer to religion and
faith, - ‘Whether ' the cause of it ought to be attri-
buted to the enormity of the crimes which infidelity
bas oecasioned in the last ‘century, and which cannot
be vemembered without a shudder—whether the fear
of the commotions aud révolutions which so lament-
ably. disturb . states; and- bring ' misery to nations, or
whether. through the "action of that divine "spirit
which- diffuses its benign influence at pleasure, it is
evident that the number of thase wretches who boast
of and exult in their infidelity, is now diminished ;—
the ‘approbation due to virtue. in life and. morals is
freely accorded, and a sentiment of.:admiration arises
In men’s souls for the Catholic religion; the light of
which ;shines before -all:eyes like that-of the: sun.—
This: s a bléssing which -cannot be overlooked, ve-
uerable: brethien, a sort of advance towards truth ;
butithéré remain ‘many obstatles'which prevent men
Tromattaching themselves entirely o it, or which, at
least," tetnrd their progress, .-
,Amangst .those who have the direction of public
3:there- are many’ who.pretend to favor and pro-
eligion; who livish their praise upon it, and pro-
iseful and perfectly adapted” for human, so-
1Bt whio wisl nogthie less to regulate its dis-
v i3 mibistérs; \and infermeddic in the.
ation.of, holy, things; in a word, they endea-:
orito-canfine :the;chiurclis within -the limits of the’
itto; overrule ity it whichtis; nevertheless, inde<’
ich; according: ‘to'the divine order, can<
withith baimdé/of nyempire, is,
tosxend;itsell 1o the. remotest, 6~
eearth, and embrace Withiritsbosom |
nd nationsin order (o guide themin the!
elernal life nd;i:lamentable 10 “say, . while.

proposed in-the Sardinian States which uproots the
religions and ecclesiastical institutions; and ~tramples
completely under foot: the rights of the church, anll
abolishes thém, as far. as it is possible to do so:. . Bit.
we will bave {o revert at another time, in this place}
to this grave subject. Heaven grant that those who
oppase the liberty of the Catholic religion may ‘ré=:
cognise at length how much it contributes to'.the
public good by ‘exacting from every citizen i the' ob-.
servalion of ‘the duties which it teaches according' to'
the divine doctrine which it has received! - Heaven.
grant that they may be convinced of what St. Felix,:
our predecessor, ‘wrote' formerly .to’ the Emperor;
Zeno, that “ nothing is more . profitable to princes;
than to leave the ehurch the free action of its laws,;
for it is advantageous Lo them, when it concernsitself::
with the things of God, to apply themselves to sub-:
mit the royal will to the priests of Clirist
seeking to bow them beneath that will.”

There are also, venerable brethren, men. distin-
guished by their science who admit that religion is
the greatest of the benefits which God has bestowed
on man, but who bave, nevertheless, so high an dpi-
nion of human reason, which they exalt so'mueh that'
they have the folly to raise it to the level of religion’
itself ; according to the vain opinion of these men’
the theological science should be treated in the same
mauner as the philosophical. They forget that the
former rest on (he.dogmas of faith, which ‘are“of a_
character the most fixed and certain, whilst the lat-
ter areelucidated and explained by human réason-
only, than which nothing can be more "uncerlain, . as’
it changes according to the diversity. of intellect, and
is subjeet.to innumerable errors and illusions. , Thus,
the authority of the chureh, once rejected; the field
of .contraversy is :thrown -open to the most diflictlt
‘and abstract questions, and luman reason; teo confis’

efrors, which it is here impossible and useless.to e~
nierate;; you'know them" but tdo*well, dnd you have
seen -how fatal they have been to the interests of re-
ligion and socicty. Therefore it.i3 necessary to show’
to those men who exalt beyond measure - the pawers
of human reason that they place themselves in direct
opposition to theése words, so true, of the Dactor of
the Gentiles:—%If any one believes himself to be
something, whereas he is nothing, be deceives him-
self.” 1t is necessary to show them how arrogant it
is to serutinise the mysteries which God'in His bounty
has deigned to reveal to us, and to pretend to pene-
trate and compreliend them by-this human intellect, so
feeble and unsound, and the powers of ‘which they so-
far transcend, and which we should, according to the
words of the same apostle, hold ‘captive in obedience
to faith.

These partisans, or rather these worshippers of
human reason, who {ake it in some sort for an infal-
lible mistress, who promise themselvées to find under
its auspices all kinds of happiness, have doublless-for-
gotten what grave and terrible injury buman nature
has received in the fall of our first paremts—injury
which has clouded its intellect and inclined its will to
evil.. Such is the cause in consequence of which the
most celebrated philosophers of antiquity, all writing
admirably on a variety of subjects, have suliied their
precepts with the gravest errors; hence also that
continual eombat which we experience in-ourselves,
and which caused the apostle to say:— I [eel a law
in my members which rebels against the law of my
spirit.® Tt is then evident that by original sin, inhe-
rited by all the children of Adam, the light of rea-
son is diminished, and that the human race has miser-
ably fallen from the ancient state of justice and in-
nocence ; this being the case, who can believe human
reason to be sufficient for the attainment of truth?—
In the midst of so many pexils, and with such great
infirmity of our powers, who can deny the necessity
to salvation, in order rot to waver and fall, of the
succors of Divine religion and of heavenly grace —
These succors God, 'in His bounty, abundantly gives
to. those who seek them humbly. by prayer; for it-is
written— God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace
to the humble.” Wherefore, in reference to His

| Heavenly Father Christ our ‘Lord asserts that -tlie

sublime mysteries of truth are not made known to the
wise and learned of this world who pride - themseltes
on” their’ 'talents and science, and refusé to . render
hoinage to divine faith, but that they are revealed lo
humble and simple ~men.who pul their- trust and.‘c_:oln-.
fidence in its:oracles. It is necessary that youshould:
instil - these™'salutary precepts -in the minds ol those
who exaggerite the pcwer of human reason “to “such
an'extent aé 1o’ dare thiéreby (o scrutinise, and expliin.
the heavesly niyStéries—an attempt the absurdity.and
folly 'of, which.nothing, can; surpass.- Exert. yourselres.
to withdraw them from.so -greatia perversity.of -un-
derstanding;* by making:them: :comprehend that; ‘the-
autliofity i-of ‘Divine:faith is the noblest  gift which
thie'providence of God has  béstawed upon’ man—that,

‘ess:you;-venerable rbretlireny alawig
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it'is’ a'toreh in" datkness; and.the’ glide, whichi . pra;,

dent in its unstable powers, falls into the most absurd’}

tects us through life ; finally, that it is absolutely ne-
cessary for salvation, for * without faith it is impos-
sible to please God, and he who believes not shall be
-condemned.” - - |

' Webave learnéd with grief that another error not
‘less fatal has arisen in certain quarters of the Catho-
lic world, and possessed itself of the minds of many
Catholics. Indueed to.hope for the eternal salvation
of those who are not included in the true church .of
(Christ, they cease not to ask earnestly what wilt be
‘after death the fate and condition of those who do
not belong to the Catholic faith. Seduced by vain
-reasoning, théy make to these questions replics in
iconformity with that perverse doctrine. Far be it
from us, venerable bretliren, to pretend to set bounds
'to, the Divine merey, which is infinite! Far be it
ifrom us toseek to scrutinise the mysterious counsels

) instgnd‘gflaa“d Judgments of God—abyss into which human

thought cannot penetrate ! But it is the duty of our
La'poslolic charge to awaken your solicitude and epis-
jeopal vigilance to make every possible effort to re-
‘move from the minds of men an opinion as impious as
fital, according to whicly the way to eternal salva-
tion may be found in every religion. 'Employ all the
resources of your ability and knowledge to prove to
those committed to your care ‘that the dogmas of the
Cathelic faith are'in nothing contrary to divive jus-
tice and'mercy.  Faith commands us to hold thatout
‘af the Apostolic Raman Church wo one can be saved
“—that it is the only ark of salvation, and that who-
-ever will not bave entered therein will perish in the
waters of the defuge. On the other hand, it is equally
necessary to liold as certain’ that ignorance of .the
true religion, if 'this ignorance be invincible; is not a
fault in the eyes of ‘God. But who will dare to ar-
rogate to himself the right of defining the limits of
sueh ignorance, considering the various conditions of

peoples, countries, aed migds, and the. infinite multi-:
Mmﬁ%ﬁ?g ffairs T '.E%V&heh" delivered from the
prison of the body we shall behold God as He is, we
shall perfectly comprebend by what admirable and
‘indissoluble ties the divine mercy and justice are
united'; but whilst we are on earth burthened with
the weight of this mortal body, which encumbers the
soul; let us hold firmly what we are taught by the
Catholic doctrine—that there is but one God, one
faith, and one baptism; to seek to penetrate farther
is not permitted. Moraover, let us, as clarity de-
mands, pour out incessant prayers in order that on
all sides the nations turn to Clirist, and let us labor
as much as possible for {he common salvation of
mankind, The arm of the Lordis not shortened,
and the gifts of heavenly grace will never fail to
those -who sincerely desire and ask the aid of this
light. These truths should be deeply engraven on
the minds of the faithful, to the end that they da nat
permit themselves to be corrupted by false doctrines
of which the object is the propagation of indifference
in religious matters, an indifference which we see in-
creasing and extending on all sides, to the ruin ol
souls. Oppose with vigor and fortitude, venerable
brethren, the principal errars by which the church is
assailed in our days, and which we have just ex-
posed ; in order to combat and destroy them, it is
necessary that you should have ecclesiastics who
would aid you in this labor. "We greatly rejoice to
see the Catholic clergy neglect nothing, nor shrink
before any fatigue in the zealous discharge of their.
duty. Neither the length nor the danger of the
journeys, nor the fear of the bardships inseparable
from them, can prevent them from traversing canti-
nents and seas to zo to the most distant regions to
procure for the barbarous nations who inhabit them
the benefits of civilization and the Christian law. —
1t is also a source of happiness to us that the clergy,
during  the dreadful calamity which lias ravaged so
many localities and great cities, have fullilled all the
duties of charity with so much devotion, and to the
extent of regarding it as an honor and glory to sa-
crifice their lives for the salvation of their ueighbor.
"T'his conduct will make it still more manilest that, in
the Catliolic Church, the only true one, is always
found that divine fire of charity which Christ came
to enkindle upon earth to burn unceasingly. We
have seen religious woinen rival the .clergy in their
attention to the sick, fearless of the death which
many of -them suffeéred heroically. At sight of such
devotion those even who are separated from the Ca-
tholic faith have been- struck with astonishment, and:
could not refuse the tribute of their admiration,

++-'We' have“theh good 'cause to rejoice,. venerable
‘brethren ; that, on the'sther side, our sodl” is pene-
trated with grief onreflecting that in certain places,
members: of, the clergy are to be found who'do . not,
i allthings conduct theriséives as the.. winisters ‘of
Chist, and the diépensers of the_mysteries.of God:
Hence it.Tollows ihat the bread of - the Divine Word:
is wanting {0 Christians in those:places; that.they. re-.
‘ceive not, thé sustenance, necessary, for-eternal .life,
-add " thatithey,; lase. the. use of ithe. sacrament, those
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powerful sources for obtaining and procuring the’
grace of God. These priests should be adonished,
venerable brethren, and earnestly urged to fulfill with
care, regularly and faithfully, the duties of the sncred
Ministry, It is pecessary to represent to them all
the gravity of the fault of which they have becn

guilly—~1they who, at this time, when the harvest is

s0 abundant, refuse to labor in the vineyard of the

Lord. ‘They ought to be exhorted to explain fre-

quently to the faithiul the power of the Most Holy

Sacrament of the altar to appease the anger of God,

and avert the chastisement which the crimes of men

deserve ; to remind them how impartant it conse- .
quently is to assist religiously at the sacrifice of the

mass, so_as {o partake abundantly of the salutary

fruits which it produces. Assuredly the faithful in

those places would be more fervent in acts of piety

if they received from the clergy a more zeatous im-

pulse and greater spiritual succors. Hence, you see,

venerable brethren, how much the seminavies, the

government of which belongs to the bishops alore,

and not to the civil power, are now necessary in or-

der to sccure worthy winisters of Christ. Take

great care Lo instruct in piety and doctrine the youll,

the hope of religion, assembled in those establish-

ments, to the end that, provided with this two-edged

sword, they way one day become good soldiers to

fight the battles of the Lord. Wlether for the

theological, or eveu for the philosophical sciences.

put not into their hands any but the most orthédox

authors, lest they in any way become imbued with

opinious incompatible with the Catholic doctrine.

In this way, venerable brethren, you will provide
for the advantage and increase of the church. Buf .
in order that our efforts may have happy results, con-
cord and union of souls is, above all, necessary.—
Away, ‘then, with dissensions’ . they break the bonds
-of .charityyand-the perfidicus enemy of ouwr race
fails not-to foment them, well-knowing how. power-
fully they aid him to effect evil. Let us reeall to
mind- the defenders of the Catholic faith in olden
times ; they trimnphed over the most obstinate here-
sies because they descended into the arena full of
courage and confidence, united as they were. amony
themselves, and with the Apostolic See as soldiers
with their chief.

Such are, venerable brethren, the matters we feel
bound 1o communicate to you in our carc and solici---
tude to fulfill the duties of the apostolic ministry,
which the divine clemency and bounty have imposed
on our weakness. But we feel ourselves invigarated
and encouraged by the hiope of the heavenly succor,
and the ardent zeal for religion and piety, of which
you have given so many proofs, is a suppert on whick
we confidently rely in such great and numerous diffi-
culties. God wifl protect His Church,and will favor
our mutual aspirations, especially if we obtain the
intercession and prayers of the Most Holy Virgin
Mary, Mother of God, whom we have with the aid
of the Holy Ghost, and to our great joy, praclimed -
exempt from the stain of original sin, in yoor pre-
sence and in the midst ol your applause. Certainly
it is a glorious privilege, and admirably. approprinte
to the mother of God, to be preserved safe and
pure, in the universal disaster of our race. The
greatness of this privilege will powerfully contribute
to refute those who pretend that human pature bas’
not been injured in consequence of original sin, and
who exaggerate the power of reason in order to de-
ny or diminish the benefit of revealed religion.—
Finally, we beseech the Blessed Virgin, who has con- -
quered and destroyed all heresies, that the pernicious
error of rationalism be also effaced and totally up-
rooted, which, in our unhappy epoch, torments not
only civil society, but still so deeply afflicts the
church. ‘

We hare now, venerable brethren, to express with
what consolation we have ‘seen you come with such
zeal and cheerfulness from distant countries to this
Apostolic See, the. bulwark of faith, ordinance of
truth, and support ‘of’ Catholic unity, and to wish
you with the utmost fervor and affection, before
your-return to your sees, alt happiness, joy, and sn-
lutation. - May God; the arbiter of. all: things, and
author of all good, bestow on you the spirit of wis-
dom and understanding; to the end that you may pre-
serve your flocks from the snares laid on all-sides for -
their ruin’j:and- may that good -and' propitious: God
confirm © with' His' all-powerful ‘hand what “yon have
already undertaken, or may hereafter undertake; for
the. advantage of .your churches; may .He ‘give to’
the. faithful confided to'your care such ‘a “spirit- that.
they-may never seek to separate from the side of the
pastor, -but: that they may hearken-'to: his. voice ‘and
'obey him in all things. *May the Most Holy Virgin,
Immaculaté-in: her:Conception; assist you'; may-she
give:you true counsel in your doubts, isupport in‘your
troubles; and:suceorin your~adversities:: *Finally;
raising; our;hands to/Heaver; we T hless' yoit'and your' .
fiocks <from- the: bottom"-of cour -learts:' " May'r {he"




