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The Legend of Lough Dearg

FINN MACOOI'S THUMB OF KNOWLEDGE.

Tins is the strange and beautifu
legend, toLd in melodious Gaelic by th
winter heairths in the mountains o
Donegal, of how Lough Dearg at onc
obtained its name and was consecrate
and established by St. Patrick as a placi
of pilgrimage and prayer f ebis faithfu
children frein that day ftrwardye

Long, long aga, two thousani year
backward in the misty pasf, Cannaugc
was possessed b>' the clan fram whic]
descended the great Finn MacCool. A
short time before the birth of Finn, s
great Munster clan, the MacMornas (whc
were of the Firbolg race) made a descen
on Connaught. and conquered and pu
te death ll (as they tbought) of tht
Clanna Baoisgne, including Finn's father
Cumbol (Cool), for a Druid had warned
thema that should one escape, the con
quered clan would, in that individus]
survive ta regain possession over the
ancient inheritance, and to rule over the
conquerors, thus making them lu turu
the conquered. But a few escaped-a
very few. One was Finn'a mother, who
was shielded by a woman of the Mac-
Mornas, and very soon after gave birth
tFa sposthiuouse cbild, whomn she uamed
Flou. As ha grew up, the MlacMrnas
(not knowing bis tribe or bis father) sur
named him Gall Fin, the fair stranger ;
and as such he continued taobe known
until the great crisis in his life arrived,
which happened in this way :

While he was yet young, Finn became
distinguished among the youth of the
MacM>rna for his prowess and dexterity
in ail the manly games sud sports in
which they (in their day) trained them-
selves. Hie mother, too, watabed the
woncerful and pleasing development of
bis powers with a fond eye, and cherish-
ed the hope that in him the great wrong
doue their kin would yet be avenged.
But, except ta Finn himself, she impart-
ed ta noue the secret regarding his ex-
traction, well knowing that its divulg-
ence would only be the cause of his
immediate death at the hands of the
MacMornas.

More and moré wonderful daily grew
the young, fair-haired stranger's great
powers, tilI on the occasion of eue of the
great annual gatherings of tne tribe, for
the purpose of athletic contents, which
were then carried out with great pomp
and ceremony in Eire, on a great plain
in the presence of the King and his
court, a caman (or hurling) match hav-
in been arranged between the youth of
the King's immaiediate district and those
of the remainder of the clan, these latter,
finding themaselves short of their leader,
who had been hurt in a previous conteat,
they were given Finnin Gall Finn ta,
take his place, which proved the turning
point in Finun's life. He went boldly
into the contest at the head of bis men,
drawing upon him, by reason of bis
splendid physique and graceful athletic
cavriage, the eyes of all the vast multi-
tude, who eagerly looked forward te the
conteat. The admiration cf the great
gathering wasstillgreater when the play
commence d, and Finn, wit his followers,
again and again prEsied back their op-
ponents against their bail, and forced
the nag througb, despite the very worthy
efforts of the King's men. It was then
objected, on the part of the beaten ones,
that they were unevenly m4tched,Finnin
Gall Finn heing in himeelf e.quai to half
a dozen players. Finnin consented to
drap out six of hie men, and with the re-
mainder play the King's men. This was
agreed to, and the play again began,
amid the excitement of tLe thousands
who hotly speculated on the probable
result of the game under the new rela-
tions of the contestants. But ithey were
net long in suspense, for the nag baving
been once more balked, or struck off, the
manly form of Finn was to be seen ever
close by, and always in the hottest part
of the field, moving steadily, well sup-
ported by bis men, in wedge form, for
the opposite hail, through which, as be-
fore, they sacceeded in putting the nag

*with comparative ease, notwithstanding
the very desDerite play of their almost

*.: .i

l ever witnessed at those sports befori
e The King and hie followers were ins
fbitter mea. Fn, olated with bis suo

cous, sud yet aware af ieis n pawers-
e in particular of one feat wbich ho ha
cd often ere this successfully performed-
e now publicly offered, by himself alont
LI to p Iay the King'i men, insisting asà

condition that, shonld hoewin, bis appc,
sa nents s houl each have t aubmit ta
ht ngle blow o f ie camanrwhilst ho, i
h case af defeat, wauld agree ta beara
A blow from each of theirs.
a His aoffer was accepted. The content
o ants took the field. The vast and excite
t crowds closed i. Cheer after chee
t rolled up their thunders of encourage
e ment ta the brave young Finu. A grea
, scowl sat on the face of the King. Finn'
1 opponenta could not disguise the uneas:
- expression that mueistied on making itsel
, visible on their features. Finn was calm

and determined. The nag was placed
B The crowds held their breath as Fing
* with his caman resting easily on his
i shoulder, advanced ta strike it. H

struck it-an upward blow. As it came
down ho intercepted its fall with another
upward and onward stroke, given with
unerring preciiaon. Hiaipponnt
cloed lu around bim,..snticfpating ita
lion might march through yelping cur
which he disdained ta notice, and, catch
iug it with another deft stroke in its fall
sent it forward and upward once more
moving stately after it again in the midst
of the surging crowd of contestants. And
tbus steadily did he progres acrose the
field, never once allowing the nag to
touch the earth, till. reaching nesr
enough ta the opposite hail, ho, with one
forward,.sharp and vigorous stroke, sent
it whistling through.

The thousands of spectators that bad
until now let not a murmur escape them,
hurst forth into a tremendous roar of ap-
Dlause that startled the sleeping echoes
in the hills and rolled along the quiet

* valleys froni the plain. The King's men
threw down their camans in despair, and
moodily offered themaselves for their mer-
ited puuisbment. Finn, commencing at
the head of the line, was giving each a
blow that laid him senselesa, and had
already given the terrible blow te six of
them, when the King, moved with won-
der and rage, jumped up, asking %loud
"Who is this Finnin -Gall Finn ?" To
which Finn's mother, stepping boldly
sandprndlyout from the crowd, defiantly
replied, "Finn MacCumhal (Cool), denied
of noone!"

Thus the secret was eut. "Seize him 11
cried the King. A hundred armed men
rushed te obey the order. But the brave
Finn was too quick for them. Getting
his mother upon bis back, ho started off
at top speed, and even thus bindered,
far outstripped bis pursuers through
wood and brake, over bill, dale and
plain. For twenty-four houra ho did not
once pause In his career, even t elook
bebind him.

By this tiime e had reached the shore
of a lake; he stopped and found that he
was not now pursued. He turned ta
leave his mother frem off bis back, but
t bis great grief, found that from his
rapid race through wood and scrug, she
bad, unknown te him, been torn bit by
bit by briar and bush, till now, wben he
would have congratulated ber on her
safety, only the lower portion of iher legs
which he had grasped in hie bands dur-
ing the flight remained. He sadly fiang
theim on the bleak shore and went his

way.Ai midnight he xeached the falls of
Assaroe, beside Ballyshannon, where,
finding twofishermen roasting a salmon,
ho asked them for something to eat.
They, being fatigued, asked Fina te at.
tend te the preparation of the fish while
they snatched a few moments' sleep,
warning him on no account to allow it
to blister. They slept, but a blister, de-
spite Finn's caution, arose7 on the sah,
which ho at once pressed with bis thumb
in order te destroy it. The bot juice
stung his thumb, which he pusbed into
his month, when lo! be found himself in-
stantly gifted with that second sight,
fl m .ng rmn of hp .nnaorfn i fqnjl.iepn
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tasting it supernatural knowledge and
this was the object the fishermen had in
view in roaatirng tge salmon. Finn wa
at once made aware that if the fisher
men awoke they would killhim,so, tak
ing a club that ly by, hadispatchod

homa; and, again cewing hie thumb, in
order to find 'if any of bis kindred stil]
existed, ho found that ln a certain cave
on the sea cost there lived one of hie

e tbe, an aged man, whom, aacardiugly
a ho set ont taosee. Whon ho ham fourni
a this old man, and explained to hlm who
- ho wa, and the adventnres ho had corne
Sthrougb, bis agod kinsman ns wolJ

-pleased, and said that i him their tribe
- should bo great again. He thon told
ah to r epair once maore, lu diguise, tc
>the court cf the MacMaornas, whero ho

a ahould find their principal mon compet
n ng for the ciitaiuiship, The elil mai

a ssicl that the mission for which ho had
been preserved wauld new ho fulfihld
since ho had met him (Fion), and that
accordingiy Finn would find him dead

d next morning, when ho ws to take of
r his bead and set out for MacMorna's

court, carrying with him the head and
t also an enchanted pin which the old
s man gave him, aud baving arrived
y there, he was to enter ito ail the con-
f tests, defeating the several competitors,
a and lastly ho wase to -challenge any man· preent to throw the head over Mac
, Morna'd castile, which all would fail to

do except Finn himself, who should suc-
ceoed by first inserting the enchanted pin

e in the head.
As the old man had said, ho was d ad

in the moraing, sud Fian followed -are-
* ully bis advlce, the reait being that the

Clan MacMorna, moved to admiration at
the wendorful tests and great prawosa et
the atrange man, bailed him chief, and
in-talled him with great ceremony and
rejoicings. Afler Fmn had succeeded to
the cbiottainship, ho faundeil the colo-
brated arder of Fenians, and attracted
to their rank4 aIl thfe varloons and pow-
erful and adventurous spirite in the
islaud-an crier whose galsoLt deccis,
fraci lin a halo of glory and romance,
were destined to be told and sung for all
time.

Nuw, the Fenians did not reside per-
manently ln any one place, buttraveled
about from place to place, over the land,
pitching there camps now bore, now
there, as circumatances and advantages

1 offered. On one of their journeys they
passed along theshores of Lhe same lake
at which, many years before, Finn had

t paused from his wild flight. Finn re-
cognized it, sud, walking thoughtfully
aloug, he perceived stili remainiu on
the ground one of bis lost mother's bones.
He liftedit in bis band, and perceived a
maggot lu it. He cbewed his thumb
and, froin the knowledge thus obtained,
remarked in a sad and reflective tone
of voice to bis comrades: "If that mag-
got only got enough water it would he
the cause of distress and woe to many."'
Conan MacMorna, one of Finn's lieuten-
ants, and a man of pecullarly cross and
cynical temperament. seized the bone,
an throwing it into the-lake, said : "If
there be water enough ¿here let it bave
it." This bai action bore its fruits, for
in the course of years the maggot devel-
oped into a mot hideous and formidable
monster, which devoured every living
tbing and left the country deserted and
desolate within a radius of seven miles
of the lough. Things remained so till
the time of St. Patrick, when, on his
travelling nortb, people warned Mim not
to venture near the desorted lake, or that
the monster would surely destroy him.
St. Patrick,bearing the tale of it, resolved
to go forward and encounter it. On bis
approaching the lake the dread animal
came up out of its waters, and, roaring
and bellowing li a mont terrific manner,
went out to destroy the holy man. The
saint, strongin the faith that was uinhlm,
approuachedItundauntednad as it would
lesp on him ho struck it with bis staff,
causing it to give one dread roar that
was heard to the four corners of Erin,
and to turn from him and flee towards
the lake, its way being marked by a Tiver
of blood which streamed from the wound
caused by St. ratrick's stroke. The
hideous thing plunged into the lake and
died, dyeing the waters crimson with its
blood, from which circumstance the
lough came to be called Louigh Dearg.
St. Patrick then ordained that no living
thing should ever after inhabit its waters,
and to this day it is without a fish ;
moreonver, if a living fisb he carried to it

in sbdeited hon ,it wuil 4d. Hen

d tence, a&d instituted for that puipose
* the pilgrimage which la observed, let us
* hope, as piously now, fourteen hundred
- years after the event, as what it was
- while yet the blood of the monster
I stained the waters of the lake.
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SOIETI 0F ARTS
0F CANADA.

1666 NOTRE DAME STREET,
MONTREAL.

Distribution of Paintings

PRICE 0Fr SCRIPS.
25 Cents.

FARIS FOR SAiL
400 acres adiining the Town of

Richmond. P.Q., half mile wide on
River St. Fraus; one saod brick
residence, 16 rooms; excellent farci
holuse (wood); large, commodiais
barns, etc. Buildings cost $12.000.
Price for buildings and 400 aer se of
land, $10.000, of which quarter casn,
balance 5 per cent. with aasy trms.

Apply to P. E. BRowN, Rçal Estate
Agent, 17 Place d'Armes Hili, Mon-
treal. P. E. Brown has forms for
sale ail over the country at from $500
un tn $25000.


