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THE TRUE wl"rm:'ss.' AND OATHOLIO OHRONIOLE,

S

IRISH FOLK-LORE.

The Legend of Liough Dearg.

FINN MACOOL’S THUMB OF

KXOWLEDGE.

Taig is the strange and beantiful
legend, told in melodious Gaelic by the
winter hearths in the mountains of
Donegal, of how Lough Desrg at once

obtained its name and was consecrated
and established by Bt. Patrick as a place
of pilgrimage and prayer for his faithful
children from that day forward :

Long, long ago, two thousand years
backward in the misty psst, Connaught
wag possessed by the clan from which
descended the great Fino MacCool. A
short time before the birth of Finn, a
great Munster clan, the MaocMoraas (who
were of the Firbolg race) made & descent
on Connaught, and conyuered and put
to death sll (as they thought) of the
Clanna Baoisgne, including Finn's father,
Cumbhol (Cool), for a Druid bad warned
them that sbould one escape, the con-
quered clan would, in that individual,
survive ta regaln possession over the
ancient inheritance, and to rule over the
conquerors, thus meking them 1o turo
the conquered. But a few escaped—a
very few. Onbe was Finn’s mother, who
was shielded by a woman of the Mae-
Mornas, and very soon after gave birth
to & posthumous ckild, whom she named
Finn. As be grew up, the MacMornas
(ot knowing his tribe or his fatber) sux-
named him Gall Fin, the fair stranger ;
and as such he continued to be known
until the great crigis in hia life arrived,
which happened in this way :

While e was yet young, Finn became
distinguished among the youth of the
MacMorna for his prowess and dexterity
in ail the manly games and sports In
which they (in their day) trained them-
gelves. His mother, too, watcbed the

- wonderful and pleasing development of
his powers with a fond eye, and cherish-
ed the hope that in bim the great wrong
done their kin wounld yet be avenged.
But, except to Finn himself, she impart-
ed to none the secret regarding his ex-
traction, well knowing that its divulg-
ence would only be the eaunse of hig
immediate death at the hands of the
MacMornss. .

More and more wonderful daily grew
the young, fair-haired stranger’s great
powers, till on the occasion of one of the
great annual gathericgs of the tribe, for
the purpose of athletic contests, which
were then ecarried out with great pomp
and ceremony in Eire, on & great plain
in the presence of the King and his
court, & caman (or hurling) match hav-
in been arranged between the youth of
the King’s iminediate district and those
of the remainder of the clan, these Iatter,
finding themselves short of their leader,
who had been hurtin a previous contest,
they were given Finnin Gall Finn te
take his place, which proved the turning
point in Finn’s life. He went boldly
into the contest at the head of his men,
deawing upon him, by reason of his
splendid pbysique and graceful athletic
carriage, the eyes of all the vast multi-
tude, who eagerly looked forward to the
contest. The admiration of the great
gathering wasstill greater when the play
commenced, and Finn, with his followers,
agzin and again pressed buck their op-
ponents agalost their bail, and forced
the nag through, despite the very worthy
efiorte of the King’s men., It was then
objected, on the part of the beaten ones,
that they were unevenly mitched, Finnin
Gall Finn being ia himeelf equal to balf
a dozen players, Finnin cousented to
drop out 8ix of his men, and with the re-
mainder play the King’s men., This was
sgreed to, and the play again began,
amid the exoitement of the thousands
who botly speculated ou the probable
result of the game under the new rela-
tions of the cortestants. But they were
not long in suspense, for the nag baving
been onve more balked, or struck off, the
masanly form of Fibn was to be seen ever
close by, and always in the hottest part
of the fisld, moving steadily, well sup-
poried by his men, in wedge form, for

the opposite hail, through which, as be-
fore, they succeeded in putting the nag
-with comparative ease, notwithstanding
the very desperate play of their almost
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ever witnessed at those sports before.
The King and his followers were in a
bitter mood. Finn, elated with his suec-
cess, and yet aware of his own powers—
in partioular of one feat which he bad
often ere this suoccessfully performed—
now publicly offered, by himself alone,
to p Iay the King’s men, insisting as a
condition that, ehould he win, his oppo-
nents should each have tosubmit to a
single blow of his caman, whilst he, in
case of defeat, would agree to bear a
blow from each of theirs.

His offer was accepted. The contest-
ants took the field. The vast and excited
crowds closed in. Cheer after cheer
rolled up their thunders of encourage-
ment to the brave young Finn. A great
scowl sat on the face of the King. Finn’s
opponents could not disguise the uneasy
expression that insisted on making itself
visible on their features. Finn wa# calm
and determined. The nag was placed.
The crowds held their breath as Fion,
with his caman resting easily on his
shoulder, advanced to sirike it. Hbe
struck it—an upward blow. As it came
down he intercepted its fall with another
upward and onwsrd stroke, given with
unerring precision. His opporents
¢losed in around him, anticipating its
lion might march through yelping curs
which he disdained to notice, and, catcb-
ing it with another deft stroke in its fall,
gent it forward and upwsard once more,
moving stately after it again in the midst
of the surging crowd of contestants, And
thus steadily did he progress across the
field, never once allowing the nag to
touch the earth, till, reaching near
enough to the opposite hail, he, with ove
forward, sharp and vigorous stroke, sent
it whistling through.

The thousands of spectators that had
until now let not & murmur escape them,
burst forth into a tremendous roar of ap-
plause that startled the sleeping echoes
in the hills and rolled along the quiet
valleys from the plain. The King’s men
threw down their camans ia despair, and
moodily offered themselves for their mer-
ited punishment. Finn, commencing at
the head of the line, was giving each a
blow that laid him senseless, and had
already given the terrible blow to six of
them, when the King, moved with won-
der and rage, jumped up, agking ulound,
“Who is this Finnin -Gall Finn "
which Finn’s mother, stepping boldly
and proudly out from the crowd, defiantly
replied, “Finn MacCumbhal (Cool), denied
of noons!”

Thus the secret was out. “Seize him!”
cried the King., A hundred armed men
rushed to obey the order. But the brave
Finn was to0 quick for them, Getting
his mother upon his back, he started off
at top speed, and even thus hindered,
far outstripped his pursuers through
wood and brake, over hill, dale and
plain, For twenty-four hours he did not
once pause In his career, even to look
behind him.,

By this time he had reached the shore
of a lake; he stopped and found that he
was not now pursued. He turned to
leave his mother from off his back, but
to his great grief, found that from his
rapid race through woed and sorug, she
had, unknown to him, been torn bil by
bit by brisr and bush, till now, when he
would have congratulated her on her
safety, only the lower portion of her legs
which he had grasped in hia hands dur-
ing the flight remained. He sadly flung
them on the bleak shore and went his
way. :

Xt. midpight he reached the falls of
Assaroe, beside Ballyshannon, where,
finding two fishermen rxoasting a salmon,
he ssked them for something to eat.
They, being fatigued, asked Finn to at-
tend to the preparation of the fish while
they snatched a few momeunts’ sleep,
warning him on no acoount to allow it
to blister. They slept, but a blister, de-
spite Finn’s caution, arose on the fish,
which he at once pressed with his thumb
in order to destroy it. The hot juice
stung his thumb, which he pushed into
his mouth, when lo! he found himself in.
stantly gifted with that second sight,
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tasting it supernatural knowledge; and
this was the object the fishermen had in
view in roagting the salmon. Finn was
at once made aware that if the fisher-
men awoke they would kill him, so, tak-
ing a club that lay by, he dispatched
them ; and, again chewing his thumb, in
order to find ‘if any of his kindred still
existed, he found that in a certain cave
on the sea coast there lived one of his
tribe, an aged man, whom, accordingly,
he set out to see. When he had found
this old man, and explained to him who
he was, and the adventures he had come
through, his aged kinsman was well
plessed, and said that in him their tribe
should be great again. He then told
him to repair once more, in disguise, to
the court of the MacMornas, where he
should find their principal men compet-
ing for the chieftainship, The old man
said that the mission for whichhe had
been preserved would now be fulfilled,
since he had met him (Fion), and that
accordingly Finn would find bim dead
next{ morning, when he was to take off
his head and set out for MacMorna’s
court, carrying with him the head and
a'so an enchanted pin which the old
man gave him, aud bhaving arrived
there, he was to enter into =ail the con-
tests, defeating the several competitors,
and iastly he was to .challenge any man
prezent to throw the head ¢ver Mac-
Morna’s castle, which all would fail to
do except Finn himself, who should suc-
ceed by first inserting the enchanted pin
in the head.

As the old man had said, he was dead
in the morning, and Finn followed :are-
fully his advice, the result being that the
Clan MacMorna, moved to admiration at
the wonderful feats and great prowess of
the strange man, hailed him chief, and
intalled him with great ceremony and
rejoicings. After Finn had succeeded to
the chiettaipship, he founded the cele-
brated order of Fenians, and attracted
to their ranks all the varloons and pow-
erful and adventurous spirite in the
island—an crder whose gallint decds,
fraraed in a halo of glory aud romance,
were destined to be told and sung for all
time.

Nuw, the Fenians did not reside per-
manently in any one plags, buttraveled
about from place to place, over the land,
pitching there camps now here, now
there, as circumstances and advantages
offered. On one of their journeys they
passed along the shores of the same lake
at which, many years before, Finn had
paused from his wild flight. Finn re-
cogunizzd it, and, walking thoughtfully
along, be percsived still remaining on
the ground one of his lost mother’s bones.
He lifted it in bis hand, and pexceived &
maggot init. He chewed his thumb
and, from the knowledge thus obtained,
remarked in a sad and reflective tone
of voice to his comrades: “If that mag-
got only got enough water it would be
the cauee of distress and woe to many.”
Conan MacMorna, one of Finn's lieuten-
anis, and a man of peculiarly cross and
oynical temperament, seized the bone,
and throwing it into the-lake, said : “If
there be water enough vhere let it have
it.” This bad action bore ite fruite, for
in the courae of years the maggot devel-
oped into a most hideous and formidable
monster, which devoured every living
thing and left the country deserted and
desolate within a radius of seven miles
of the lough. Things remained so till
the time of St. Patrick, when, on his
travelling uorth, people warned him not
to venture near the deserted lake, or that
the monster would surely destroy him.
8t. Patrick, hearing the tale of it, resolved
to go forward and encounter it. On his
approaching the lake the dread animal
ocame up out of its waters, and, roarisg
and bellowing in a moat terrific manner,
went out to destroy the holy man. The
saint,strong in the faith that wasinhim,
approached it undaunted, and as it woald
leap on bim he struck it with his staff,
causing it to give one dread roar that
was heard to the four corners of Erin,
and to turn from him and flee towards
the lake, 1ts way being marked by a river
of blood which streamed from the wound
caused by Bt. Patrick’s stroke. The
hideous thing plunged into the lake and
died, dyeing the waters orimsun with its
blood, from which ocircumstance the
lough came to be called Lough Dearg.
8t. Patrick then ordained that no living
thing should ever after inhabit its waters,
and to this Jday it is without a fish ;
morenver, if 8 living fish be oarried to it
and drposited therein, it will dia, Hea
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tence, and instituted for that purpose:
the pilgrimage which is observed, let us:
hope, as piously now, fourteen hundred
years after the event, as what it was
while yet the blood of the monster

stained the waters of the lake. ‘
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’For Children?|

is worthy every parent’s study;
not only what they can eat, but
what gives the mostnourishment,
No children are better, and most
are worse, for eating
lard-cook- /i

If, how. _ever,
stheir &2 food is
prepareds withthe
heaith-""ym_ | * /& 'ful new
vegetablefe A $hortening,

COTIOLENE!

instead of lard, they can eat free-
ty of thabest food withou.t danger
to the digestive organs, Youcan
esity verify this by a fair trial

' EoldIn3and 5 1b. paila
of Co'tolena, Uy ali grocers.”
Mado only by e
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N.K.Rairbank
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PRICE OF SCRIPS
25 Gents.
FARMS FOR SILE

400 acres adjeining the Town of
Richmond. P.Q., haif mile wide on
River 8t, Francis; one solid brick
residence, 16 rooms; excellent farm
house (wood); large, commodions
barns, ete. Buildings cost $12.500.
Price for buildings und 400 acx:s of
1and, $10.000, of which quarter casn,
balance 5 per eant. with sasy t+rma.

Apply to P. E, BrRowx, Real Estate
Agent, 17 Place d’Armes Hill, Mon-
treal. P. E. Brown has farms for
gale all over the country at from $500
un tn $25000. - e
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