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WHOA I-BE TIED, YOU 1 n

THEY AND THEIR GRAND-DADDIES. T

A SERMON TO THE TILLERS 0F THE SOIL c
d

BY ONE 0F THEM-REFORMED.

[Now flrst published; but you'll have to excuse that. NVo
rights reserved. Cop>' il, credit GRIP With it, and my h

bt'essings an you.-THE PREAcHER.] t
t

FARMERS wbo are comnpiaining of bard times can see (

bow the case stood with their grand-daddies." t

This text you will find in the London Free .Ptess, edi-

tonial column, top Of 4 th page; date, a fe-w days ago, butI

tbat makes no difference, because the issue that had iti

in wili bave to be produced in court during the libel suit

proceedings wbicb wiil follow the publication of this dis-

course.
Some of Gip's readers do, we sadly fear, subscribe for

the London Free Press, weekly edition, not s0 mucb for

tbe intrinsic value of the chromno whicb. goes with it as to

bave its original agnicultural editorials in a neat and con-

cise form witbout the trouble and expense of subscribing

for tbe able American Farm Journais from whicb these

able editorials are 50 ably ciipped.
But you will not be able to find tbis text in the weekly

edition, because it was, no doubt, the work of the versa-

tile borse reporter, and was promptly suppressed when

discovered.
In case some persons înay desire to mnake a pilgrimage

to London to see whe re the author of the graceful and

cententious paragraph above quoted is kept, there will

likely be people about the neighborhood of Woodstock

wbo can point out tbe road to tbe town or be wiiling to

enquire for the pilgrim. When in London, the travelier

ougbt to be able to make bis way to tbe Zoologicai Gar-

dens.
Now, in considening the grand trutbs and lofty senti-

ments witb wbich my text is pregnant I shahl divide it.

Thus.-:-I. Farmers; II. Hard Times ; 111. Grand-dad-
dies.

I.-Then, Farmers are an innocent, unobtflisive, in

fact, perfecti>' harmiess, ciass of the Canadian people

whom Sir John Macdonald, and'the newspapers wbich

support bim for large bonuses, as the Free Press does,

invariably begin to rernember the existence of, just about

election times. Farmers ought to feel profoundly grate.

fui for tbis signal mark of recognitioni on the part of the

Great and Good Government under wbich tbey are per-

rnitted to live and work bard and enjoy ail the biessings.

1 bountiful taxation. Perhaps, when the Farmers rise

the scale of number, education, political knowledge, re-

esentation, gail, and other characteriStics of general im-

rtance, they may fairly dlaimi to be deserving of a

ternal Government's attention somewbat oftener than

the eve of an election. In their present insignificafit

ltus as factors in tbe sum total of national progress,

ey can oniy patiently await the course of events tili they

e placed rather more on an equaiity with the Boodie

.P's, the nepotists, the timber-grabbers, the charter-

atchers, the Boys and ail those others elevated, influ-

tial and .specialiy gifted few for wbom tbe country was

eated and on whoin the country reaily leans-wbile

ey fatten. 1 urge on you, my farming brethren, to rest

nd be tbankful as things now stand. The trne, 1 tbink,

coming when you wiii be actually taken into account

the economy. of Government, flot to say tbe Govern-

ent of economy, between elections.
In the meantime, do notbing to precipitate matters.

iii, toil and take taxation like the noble, unselfish yeo-

~en that ye are. Ail of you who can afford it, get 5 cent

opies of IlIn the Sweet Bye-and-Bye"» and IlOver Jor-

an ;" practice regularly at singing them, and Illearn to

abor and to waît "-especially wait.
II.-ard Trimes, you must remember, are in your own

ands. If you don't want them, selI them. YVou can effect

his sale by a very simpiy process-verY simple. Support

he Governmeflt which assures you that it bas full control

>f bard times and soft times, too, and is prepared to deal

hem out in lots to suit purcbasers. It strikes me you

did sometbing like this once before, but if you did, per-

haps you did not do enough of it. Maybe you dealt at

the wrong sbop 1 likely you traded out too much, or

took notes at too -long dates, or were satisfied with poor

security ! Look into tbis matter and try again. If you

fini1 more bard times on your hands tban you can con-

veniently carry over for anotber Pariiamentary term,

make another effort to get rid of them, even at a little

present sacrifice. Polling day is a good time to make up

your minds as to whom you will dicker witb this trip.

There are oniy two political sbops just now goîng, with

Ottawa headquarters. Lt mightn't be abad idea to trans-

fer custom thi,ý once, if vou should be baunted with the

idea that somehow or other you made a muli of it last

time. Remember that you bad forefathers and that they

used to have to handie transactions of this kind. This

brings me to another division of my sermon.

III.-As my text neatly put it IIyou can see how

the case stood with ýyour grand-daddies." There may

not be a positive superabundance of satisfaction in the

contemplation that your ancestry did or bad certain

things and therefore you who do or bave about the samne

tbings will be able to grasp bow the situation was with

tbem. It is, however, excessively kind and considerate

of one of tbe accredited organs of the Dominion Govern-

ment to. point ail this out to you at this juncture. It

proves conclusively how deeply înterested the Great and

Good Ottawa Government is in your behaîf and how

anxious they are flot only to comfort but to help you.

0f course tbe inference from the text is that really you

sbouldn't grunible because wbeat is only sixty cents and

other things you raise are in proportion, while your taxes,

for tbe Governmeflt Fiscal Policy, are being most neatiy

and attractively piled up. But, on the other hand, if you

really must grumble, please let your memory take a short

walk down the main street of the past ; think Ilhow the

case stood witb your grand-daddies," be comforted, be

consoled; be virtuous and you will be happy. T. T.,


