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LI(:H’I EN CF \Y'IUI\H.S Ol' THE CIlURCII
IN ENGLAND.

A Review or Rev. A. IT. Horr's Booi.

The Church of Xngland oeccupies a peculiar
place in Catholic Christendom. It attracts to
itself the atlention of all thinkers upon theological
matters, for while its holds fa<t to ancient custom,
to Catholic truths, to divine commission and
authority, it with cqual hand sets forth individual
liberty, the freedom of conscience, the right of all
to know all in the plainest Janguage, and without
undue mystery. Accerding Lo her, zncient customs
are not 1o be retamed unless they edify ; Catholic
Truth must be proved by Holy YWrit; the Divine
Commission must not be a cloak for spiritual des-
potism ; authority must have the coasent of the
governed,

Such positions as these alike arvest the allention
of the Protestant and the Ulirimontane.  Both
wonder how such balance can be kept, and look
again and still wonder more as they sce the Church
of England, truly Protestant and truiy Cathelic,
affirming with equal voice the rights of man and
the rights of Gon; of man, to be reverenced as
man, to be a {ree agent, with reasonable soul and
conscience mdependent i—nf Gob to be obeyed,
worshipped and feared.

Such a spectacle as this irresistibly compels
notice, and hence it is that the Church of England
stands forth at once to be admired and attacked
by both Protestant and Ultramontone, to each alike
she is a Hiving contradiction of their claims. She as-
serts 2 liberty fairer and purer than any which the

self-witl of protestantism can give, she asserts an au-
&homy and appeals to an antiguity more venerable
than the Vatican or Trent, for she proclaims and
proves her apostolic lineage, and holds forth with
no wavering voice the faith once for all delivered
to the saints, which was promulgated by the Un-
divided Catholic Churchin the Apostles’ Creed
and the Symbol of Nicea.

‘This spintual precminence and imporlance of
the Inglish Church is sowewhat reflected in the
political life and importance of the English nation.
There is no other land on the face of the globe so
simall in extent which yet occupies such a large
place in thehistory of mew and nations. ‘The influence
of England is felt everywhere, all around the world,
and the unigue position which England liolds as a
nation im fully known.  Her affirs are of as much
interest to Republican America, as they arc to
Imperial Russia. She asserts in state affairs os
much of real republicanism as we enjoy here under
the stars and stripes.  She asserts as much real
prerogative for inherited worth and race, as pre-
vails under the Eagles of Russia or Germauy By
means too of her vast colonies and the perlinacity
with which Inglish Jaws and English habits are
retained cverywhere, the English wation and the
ingiish Church have cach a world-wide influence.

Hence this book written with great fairness by
its reverend author must Le of special interest to
Churchnien all over the world,  “Lighteen Cen-
turics of the Church in Lngland” bridges for us on
Englisti scil, the years from day to day tn the very
presence of our Lord in Palestine,  The object of
the work *tis to lay before Fnglish Churchmen an
unbroken narrative of their Church from its com-
mencement to the present day.” In atiractive and
popular style it shows the fallacy of the idea that
the Church in LEngland was founded by the State
at the Reformation. “So far from this being true,”

the auathor says “lnstory shows that a Christian i Church lif':, and in the cultivation of that spiritunl
Church existed in this country of ours long before { vigor, is the real growth. Other conditions are
the Germans converted Britain inte England, and | incidental:
long before Parliamcents were thoug;hb of the Re-i T.ct us hear no more, “If we had a Vetter minis-
formcrs themselves tell us again and again that it ; ter —-if had a smart man—if we had a new
was not the intention of the Reformation to mmno- | (,hurc h—if we had more wealth, we might pros-
vate, but to restore ; to root out recent corruptmns per " {f; with the small numbers and mo'iuatc
that had crept in; and to restere what existed in | ,urronndmgs, a body of Christ's people cannot sus-
the primitive and purer ages of the Church: and | 1ain worship and enjoy and profit by the samne to
net to forsake and reject the Churches of Italy. ! their spiritual growth and strength, do they deserve
France, Spain, Germany, or such like Churches.” {0 prosper ?——Sa/ulczl
— Lrniny Chureh.
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< —— LITURGICAI, EENRICHMENT.
WILAK PARISHES, l

People’s ideas vary wonderfully when they talk
about the envichment of the liturgy.  One writer
wants the collects improved.  lle says, “we want
prayCr that savor of the new thought of the new
tima, He then proceeds to give us collects of
his own composition, which pczsum.lbly have that
savor,  Well, let us smell some of them ! Here is
one lor the St.crmd Sunday in Advent which opens
in this wise : “O Got of light and love, who didst
inspire 'L‘hy servants in old time to write Scriptures
for cur learning, * * * and whostill inspirest
Thy messengers tu write and teach and- preach,
ete.”  This, then, is the new thought of the new
time, that the nineteenth century preacher is in-
pncd just as the writers of Holy Scziptures were,
We do not regard this as as peculiarly aromatic
savor. For the Sunday after Christmas, the new
collect asks iliat we may Dbe delivered “from all
slaveries.”  Itis pecvliar to the new thought of
the new  timo to. use the plural when thcn. is no
carthly need of it and to our oifactory the custom
savers of affectation.  On the whole we believe the
Church will prefer the old thoughtof the old-time for
a long while tn cawe, and in the meantime let those
who try to improvise collects keep out of print or
expect to excite ridicule.—Selected

—_———— o
GRAND COLLECTIONS.

A rector of a swall parish came to his Bishop, in
distress, andd said : “We are a litle band, and con-
stantly undev the fire of an Intense opposition.
‘The wealth of the commurity is in hands unfricudly
to us.  The villuze newspaper opposes and mis-
represents its.  Sectarians misinterpret  our teach-
ings, revile our motives, and tempt away our San-
day-school children with bribes. How can we
hold on?”

The Bishop asked him about the religious life in
the parish. He replied to ihe effect that in that
direction they have nothing to dishearten then.
They are at peace among themselves.  The people
are constant and reverent at worship and Holy
Communion.  Nobody charges them with bad
morals ar low living, the wardens are earnest and
walchful ; the vestrymen are above reproach ; the
women are busy in charitable works; the weekly
offcring is well sustained ; “when I preach a higher
stand rd of living, they seem to vespond and
thank me for ic. I think [ can that they grow
in Christian graces.”

The Bishop replied that he did not sympathize
with his 7nxicties, he could not call that a feeble
parish, but on the contrary it scemed to be strong
m the most esscntial requisites.  God was on their
side and they need not fear what men shouid do
or say.

Not far away from this hittle village is a parish,
large in numbers, with much property, a weli | missinnary collectior: in his Church one day, a few
dressed congregation, and an expensive choir. | years ago, that amounted to fourteen thouqand and
But somechow they do not prosper; are always in I some hundreds of dollars, and it was reported in
trouble ; frequently changing ministers ; are inter- | the papers next imorning as the largest plate-collec-
ually dmdud their off:rings arc stinted and irreg- | tion thal was ever taken in New York, or anywhere
alar ; and while they have had fuithful mm}su.r:, iehe perhaps,  The next Sunday he said to his
there seems 10 be about them an air of inditerence | pnop'e “I am sorry the notice of that cullection
and secularity, most disheartening. KFor many }qot into the papers. It may seem like baasting.
years they have had a fitful life, and have hardly | And, lest there should de any boasting on the part
held their own :o{ the congregation, I will telt you how it was.

Now, in zealn), is not this the feeble pari<h? | Ten thousand dollars was given by one man, and
We cannot he ton deeply impressed with the fact! ’ two thousand by annther, and five hus.dred each by
that it is the charicter within, nut the raembers or | four others, and one hundred each by two or three
the conditions surrounding, that makes a parish | others, and that leaves only shout three hundred
strong. "dollars for all of this great congregation; and

It is common to hear from small congregations, { that, Ccrtam]y, i5 nothing to be proud of.”

“{{f wa had a talented minister, an eloquent, popu- This'is just about the style of giving in a very
jar man, who wonld draw in from outside, we |large part' of our churches ; the sums are smaller,
might prosper I How little such seem to consider | but the proportions are the same. From four to
“hmem Hes their strength!  flow they overrate | ten persomni gl‘e cighty per cent. or ninety per
what a minister is to do, and undcrrate what, by | cent. of what is conlrlbuted——not hecause they
the blessing of Gobp, thev must do themsUws‘ have eighty per cent. oF ninety per cent of the
They send off a good faithful minister, because ln ineans for gving, but because they have hearts to
addition to his own  work, he does not do theirs 1) give. Fxamine your Church-coilection and see if
They watch and wait for o “smart man,” of-a type | it be not so.  If all gave as the few do, our good
that they will never find ; and because they do not | works would be largely increased. People are
find him, they live a weak, sickly life, that does | tog willing 10 take credit to themselves for any dis-
infinite discredit to the cause of the Church.  We | play of hberalny on the part of their Parish, when -
have visible pxoofn, that where there are a few {it comes from others and ought 10 make them
faithful ones, it is possible to have a vigorous |ashamed of their own poor offerings.
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It is said that a New York pastor took a home-




