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CHRISTIAN PIIILOSOPHY.

1 N T R O D U C T 1ON.

it the heaveuis we diliy se tîin.g5, of wii ave
caiut give aîîy Çi-tiçf.îctery acco:iîit. IV,: finit
theTe CG:11cIe, WIID;e1111 )îîtli nîtI c010s (i astri-0
mner cainicat siilîject Li anY klli aw îa. Tiie
awful vîsitors crme uipoîi tiie wvo;Itîl i.cxpstudJ
tbey continuîe for eoiie situîe ta sii-i,r itHe cuiri-
bus auil in uisitivu pit o<f îaivlit d, trI

ty te vismt distant oru.Tiie u îock MI liiitî
calciia(ioiis : vu ciiit tell uvticilie tiiCy coiné,

or avIlihr thev go. Niî; v oii it iîe conieste'nt
%çith renison auI pliilu's<'jy foîr us ta iefiis., mie

lissenît te aîicl mrdîy liecauia.c w':c
cars gi zu no s.aiLfsctory acceunt of* (lieir mfains
and tars,?

The coiumen as %weti as tiMc.-noîmreeus.
whicti arc olten aceu ici the tîcavenq, art!eua;llY

weonder(îî auctiîxîie'î Tiîey hiii-st 11ipoiî us
uIt ait once, :itways iuolxpec(oittr ; thiY M tils

znid auui~ u sîirprîiîc, actl, in a ioînomît tiîuy
hreak, thiey vauii, acti teave îlot a tracl b tiniît.

These ailsoi baille huaism rencon', aud itu(y the le-
souirduls of thie iuuust -elet phlorsoperii t0 gia'î a
sa(isfac(arylicccoiît o'f uiacir nu igi iitanis.

Apîea-anes mîîich more f'ittan ihVse,
aud tii îuisich we aie dîily avittieises, are tic lis

asnost eqi;illy nsiv iu IVe calnit l oluw
the railn is foieinuIt. 'Il Mbt; Ue r.ain a 1. tir

wlto liatti hctoî (Ill i hop o tOu i he île 107' le,
do the cloti<la aîplicli( (luis collet(ioni of wvater litii
resion thMu inuî tic sourîcis liglitcî lisait lieînîse lus?
_At avtît liviit ire tlise cntlec(iuiîs placeut ?

W~hat itist bo ttîat pui utcasse, (lit seu.i.
fdon y culltecti (ic vle er i spu iseit ;î iii!intv
mn tho atrîoatîieee, t "Il ici a1 montenit Lîrucipuitns
it in a duX aison tipi ls etirilu ? IVe ;ti equiiîly
at a loss tai exlutaiiit tuw tIe siiowv is frrtuicî, an;I
ta aci!oniit for t'ir Çevêre celui ici (leise tlitnier rie-
gices, tii Lt i uasiLiitîouiy cou ze.ts tic uic stic
into liait1 ý as it c!ecenids oni the sîîîface* ef thi.,
earit.

WVe are etrangecrs iciao ta Iliose tans, Iuy as licli
vapeurs ar..ceî andl déuscrnd. %Vc kuow tint tiîua
tlie ctoîuîsç pre coitecteul ainu bal.incci, rinî wluri
is tbal priLieilutO (liI givea 10 tlîeii virinus f.iLas-
tic appeareui;ce, for the amusemnt o! the itiaX-
nations of mon.

li* tlîe.e cases, the fset is evitlcnt, tle caiuse
lies tru chacuuiity, dteépty remmîovcd front ail the
Lknowledge iuî'd pumetration cf maun.

At iist sigtit, sa:ue ippoalanices on Ibis tardl
rnay seem iuîistitwitli the cine auil geouiieç?
of an iufiîiitety wvise nud henpuui'lent tJeinf; in(l
yet tiiese aplicarances, fumrtiuîer esperieuce uniîî
mare enlargeul knowlie %ili s.î(isi*actoiity, ex-

P lain. Tuie vîist bairun iim:iaint, the riig!geu
.nd uanfiufiit roclcs, Ithe stagniantî >au lititrit
marslî, thei exit ua.ve dtcars ofsanu!, the iiiLtlrii-

Ne lieita of thie tordif zone,~ ani thin ismi1purtsti
coltis cf filue frozens regiolia, may ahl atipear lu ul!
usetess, aud ea'en hîîîtl'ui. iVe nîuy, %iippose
(bat (bey miiehIt have bieur laid ont to Flore a(!.
vantege in fuîîiifolI ieIks, nuiît rich luasirés. Wg
cuinnot. kiioa, and i'evcr shahI wu lic uiile-to iuuew
att the virioiir 1uuipoiua tît t1ics tits of ilîî(ui
are intendout teaiîwr One thiiîg ave suce: théej
çontlihute gre:utty te tie varie(y, andi peetî1s il
tho beaîîty and iiîHlity cf the vhote.* Tus ii
llIs wo kuow (a ho necessacy for coltccting va

petits thit final, iii tlhe tîigier regin, for coniien
sirug these valiollrq, amnd for tr-.%sisni (1in;3 tira
throu-gli varioicnt ciianniels in the iîowcls cf 1Wi
tarth, pîoperiy filtcreil aniti prepareut fuir feeuiuin

t1hese imtniemîse aItresams and river, of w-itee,. io ne
easaiy both go muatund ta beast. Deseenulini

from tliee pcat liei!ht,e ttuey spreail, net oniy i.
oprin±-s ta cvery aitjniîtiig vaiiey, but are cajiaui

of cisin ailses tii att infu'riar buills.,
TVhe iiin.it tuarruin sric extensive sandq, alcali w

liuake ne dcobt, have tuein pectuliar oses ; (lie puî
tuid sud stagnaent lakes hiave their iubahiitanti
Iimid tiiese tiketviàc contibute saine beuiclit to tIi
wtuole.

But soch ap11pearances eulivey lu Ils t s imptait
aut instruttion, liait whtilst suificiemît b!îuîpîuiie.q a,

jurovidcd for every livings crealicie lus the frtiiifu
.anîtipleasant parts of (luis eaîth, ttiey teIt lis tIU

power tsait Goulf Is river lis; they~ suew lis %vIIý
ai could l'ave Jloue, and wha( he may uta, lîy col

*14 gicr lho muist fruitfut parî3 int those dreui
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Tît P.irnp tacsP: acti nccessity of CitsrAN Ex-
pi..ilNcE wilI, we have no doît'ht, rcnder a few
rcmarks ont the suleject accepctable (e our readers.
IL is (aS an elimient writer bas olbsfîrved,) tlint ru-
figionîs h-totvleLge whicli is acqui redby any exer
cises, ljelmtor stîfférings, citiier of bodly 'ir
inid. NotIîiiiz i more commn th-in ta ridicule

and destîse wvliimt is calleui religions exîlerience,*
as mere caithuisîn. But if reti.ýion, as is guise-
r.îlly alIowe,.], consist in feeling, we would asic,
tîuw it eau lioissibily cdst without experience ?
Religion, ivitlbott expî.rieiîce, is a ruere «dead let-
ter; and vre licsitate not. ta say, (bat the man
%whose rligion consists in nutward ceremoiiies and
ohsservauce's ny, without experiencing auy of
tiiose dleli,,jîtful sensations aising. front a con-

.,cicusiness of loviiigGoct, and tise assurance of hizi
tanvour, is tiot onty living beueath bis privitege,

but is littionooriug- bis liedeemer, %vis bath saiti,
1Ye will uot conte tinta me tiat ye maight hae

life."1 Tie experience of gaod men, in ait a-es, aud
hIe uniteait tesUîir.ony of Seripture, fulty support
uis in this position.

MIl admit the propriety of the term experieuce,
wlicu applied ta those branches of science wbich

are nul foîîndied ou spcîîlation or coujecturc, but
p'n senîsible trial ; %vliy tIhen, should it ho rejected

wlien apiîtcd to religiont Au earthly parent witt
net he saîislied with a mere profession of love un
the part cf tus chitd, withosit (hase corresponding
evid-uces wvhich invariabty acccmpauty the pas-
sesio:î of love and veneration ; how, then, czu
Wc suppose that a cold aud hicartless profession
%vill bo acceptable ta or heavcnly Father ? If
wc ulruy tie*uecessity of expeiiirieutal religion,

ivc mnnst coufess u'e arc eit a loss to understanîl
the dési.-n-cf those numerous tîrecious promi.çes
-sud invitations lvrictî arc scaltcred in such rich
profusion tlireîîghIou.t the Sacrél Scriphiircs.

It is evideut, 'that hovrever hensitiful religion
*many be in naine, its excellency, and energy are
*ouly truly knowi ' as -experienced. A system be-

and inhospitable regions: thatt he thint createil,
caus tdetiny ; aud tbit the saine potvr, wilich%
llirii.ls us OItt sa inang tiaumihes atl tilessiiige,
C.1u chalnc11 utilî2se. tnrthe euirectiol.n J1insî
in n t of a uPty vroi id. ThIe tiifrii il lits of
the eau tIi (Lt ru isl is, therecf.iie, % i th a sirîki n.
cûiitrdst ta Ciec riche: of (Joît's boutities.

IL will liea siqtiici2nt astrer ta att (bose ot'jec-
(laits Cadis~tGjt' gondiless t<' if-olct t, finit lie
h .s5 fîriitî l ils vvittî siîticient îr.canç fuir the sais-

pl nifI ittur xvanuz, îîrovi'lt! ive Q:î;pl'y tlin aut
of' our oivi iîîîlîtlr.v, ;sud 1urt kk'ef lr th ounties
o'f lse pîrovidence %with a liruler i!egree ofiuiiuu.ie-
menît and t iîî-ilitNv. %Vitic'ut labour, we oi1gltt
tii 1ar(aicc ni* il,)îesîî-e labour is absoIutely
ilect..sary foir Our i sq1pi ursq.

'lO zsiy that tuie %worlil was tnt ceateut l'y Gol,
merely..lîcaîisc %e caîîîîot telliow auliiglîty pow-
er coutld creiats this woriîi froin nottîjir, is (bat
lile incn rrouîiîi nu fair principlese cr liko eso
acîlîlsinteîl %with ali the wvcakiiesses and iîîiperfec-
lionîs of milr nature.

Tture la, tîicu, we tliink, an infinite dilference
b(i uad iltiîî" iiiss wittîeît re.îsors. aud evi-

douce, <'r îhliîgs cnn Cary tii reasuli ; and rpceiviîîîr
soane thiîi.e, tiiat ve caiiîîot. pt-rfectly tisiuierstanî
uil suiicotyex1îlaiîî. IVe mecet with great
îtillizoiéis lis (lie wou ha of nature aud pruvidence

suit cars %vi expcct ta tinil religion isutirtly ecar

It is îiiîlecomiu; a philosopher te arg-ile iii this
îîaîi,. le must certaiîîty bc a great stranger

tii roufl Stiîy, nuitî the poivers of lîis nwn mind, or
lit, Misusi lie unaceeîutably prjidiced.

eveul, undl a inid merely iuformed, wiit prodiace
itie geoit excelît the hcart be afllcced, aud we

éet its influence. To experieuce, then, the reli-
ion cf Christ, lise musat net ouly leie uainteil
witlî its theory, but enjoy it$ potwer :subdiling
or corruptions, aniînaciung and regiîlatingý- out ai-
cetione, and exciting us te the fuitlhftit anîd cheer-

nmi performance o'f tliose dulties cnjoincd tipari us,
y3 aur Divineu Recleeiner.

IlChristiun u'xperience,'" says a guod! writer,
<may ho c',nsiflered as geiinc-1. Wheu il ac-
orits vith the tevelation of Godes~ miili andvili,
jr what ho bas revcaled in ii woré. Auy thing
outrary ta this, howcver çileasiiîg, canntI h
oundo, or prediiced by divinîe agcncy. 2. When
ts teudency is ta prumalui humitity in us: that
exîerience hy %vhich We learn our own avcrutcess,

andi sutues pritte, must bc good. 3. When it
eaches lis te lear with othe\s, andl te do them
good. 4. When it operales ssý ta excite us ta
be ardent iu our utevotion, aud siiiccrc in onr re-
gard ta God. A poiaeurftil expcri euce of the -

vinle favoeur will lead us ta ac-knotwleilge t~
and ta manifst cuir gratitud bah
passe and guantine piety.î1

lu short, Religion, ta be duly appreciate,!.r...nust
ho cxperiemuced ; aud thuse only isba enjiy ils sa-
credl and hallowing influence here, caus hale auy
scîiptmral gsourit! for expecting the prissession of
thaI inlueritance liereafter, 44 wliiclî is incorrupti-
blle, uiidefiied, anîd that falleth nôt away."'

Ast condîîctors cf a religinus journal, il hecomes
aur doly ta noatice frcm lime to finie the labois
nit exu.rtions of file differeut àectioins cf the Chris-

liait Church in the great causse cff heîcvolence aud
victime; as w0.l as thie acliievements of (le varions
iienevolenît Socicties wliich cliractcrize the pre.
senît age for ave ri-joice ta know filat mimerons
are (le meus now in otieration for the Improve-
meut, temporatly and spirituaily, cf aur fellow-
cucu.

Unies, ave obstinately close salir eyes againuil
cniuvictoîi, ive muîst ackno wiledge that the exer-
(ions now miakiîîg ly (le frieiiis of Temperanco,
tliroi,liot the wurlui, are being crowued with ex-
tranrdinary siiccess,-druo hardae have licou ru-
claici, aud families have becu rcstored from 'the
nîast abîject poverty te tl o le njeyment af caméfort
sud domestic happiness-anîl the blessinga. of
(hase wlio %vere reaîly ta perisu have beeta board

crn every hand. Tî.mperarce Societies ocscupy a
vesy proirnt position aingst tile beugvolent
institutions of our day, andl are p>saîucing a-happy
change ini tbe condlition cf secieuy, wberever their
influience is fult, li proof cf tfis, we'ned ônty,
remark, Usaiti utr own city, a fei years ago,
scarce)y any tlîiir avas more concuson (han t. ho-

hld tlie drunkard âhamueleasly stanggeýring thiongh
our sîreels ini the brnail face cf day ; buot now,
tîsa f lic exertiis auit inflienc'e cf file friends

of temperancun, limier Provitlos 'ce, such distresaing
sishts arc of rare occurrence ; aud we hope the
Lime la tint fLîr distant %Yhen inlemsperance af ove-
ry luind wilt give place ta works cf jîiety aud love.

Il is our intention, therefore, ta devote a amai
portion df our space (o tItis important suhject, and
we re fer the reailer t(b lent Ila 1 Temperatnc.:o-.

cord," in another cotomn. - Commuunications, tn
order ta scire insertion, musibe bni.

Ou'areaders witl hogb ttc ta learn, (bat ths
bill prayiîg thiat aIl co1mies ai <ho Holy scriptures
imported by seýa,- miglt ho exemptedl fraisa doty,
aud.which lai fey passed bath bouses' lis ofbe7Legis-
lature, has reoi ved (ho Royal assoit i.


