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Armold in the most polite and friendly manner, conducted
to Head Quarters, where a genteel company of ladies and
gentlemen had assembled to welcome them.,  They supped
with Arnold, and after supper were conducted by the Gen-
cral tu their lodygings,—the house of Mr. Thomas Walker,—
the best built, and perhaps the best furnished in Montreal.”
The next day the Commissioners sat at a Council of War,
(of which Arnold was the President), held in the Govern-
ment building, At this council was told the dismal truth
with regard to the affairs of Congress in Canada. Canada
was lost, and the first despatch of the Commissioners inform-
cd Congress that their credit in Canada was not merely im-
paircd, but destroyed.  Percciving the hopclessness of the
position, FFranklin left Montreal on the 11th May, and on
the foilowing day was joined by Mr. J. Carroll at St. Johns.
They reached Ihiladelphia early in June. The account pre-
sented by Franklin to Congress of money expended on this
journcy, showed that he had advanced the sum of $1220, of
which $3560 was to be charged to General Arnold, and $124
to Chas. Carroll. The beds and outfit of the party cost
$164.  The whoie expense incurred by Franklin and J. Car-
roll was $372.  On the 29th of May, Chase and Chas. Carroll
left Montreal to attend a Council of War at Chambly, where it
was determined that the army should retreat out of Canada.
On the 3oth the Commissioners left Chambly for St. Johns,
from whence they procceded on their journey homeward
thus ending the efforts put forth by the Congress to main-
tain a footing in Canada.

The dispatches of the Commissioners do not contain
any special reference to the services rendered by Mesplets ;
but it is certain that the numerous and in some instances
lengthy addresses to the Canadian people were printed byhim,

When Franklin and his companions left Canada, Mesplets
decided to cstablish himself in - Montreal, and he entered
into partnership with a person named Berger. Their office



