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REFLECTIONS ON THE AGE OF CIHIVALRY.

(Fram tke Unicerful Magazine. ]

\ /fR. BURKE in his cclebrated Re-
fle@ions on the Revolution
France, having fpoken in raptures of -the
fentiments and manners inculcated in the
age of chivalry;® we flatter ourfelves that
tite following account of chivalry, and of
+ its effe@s on the manners of the European
nations, will be acceptable to our readers,
- Hiftory does not atford fo fingular a re-
volution in policy and manners, as that
which followed the fubverfion of the Ro.
man empire. '

Itis to che barbarians, who fprecad con.
flagration and ruin, who trampled on” thé
monuments of art, and (purned the ap-
pendages of elegance and pleafure, that

we owe the bewitching fpiric ef gaflan- -

in’

try which in thefe ages of refinement;
reigns in the courts of Europe.  That fyf-.
tem, which has made it a principle of ho-
nour aniong us to cunfider the women as
fovereigns : which -has. partly formed our
cuftoms, our manners, and our policy ;-
whbhich has exalted the human charater,
foftening the empire of force ; which
miingles politenefs with the ufe of the
fword 5 wrhich delights in prote@ing the
weak, and ‘in conferring that importance
which nature or fortune have denicd—
that fyftem was broughe hither from the
frozen fhores of the Baltic, and from the
favage forefts of the north. .
The northern nations, in general, paid a
great refpeét to women.  Continuvally em-

"% But the age of chivalry is gone.  That of fophifters, economifts;and calculators,’
bas fucceeded ; and the glory of Europe is extinguifhed for ever. Never, never more,

. fhall we behold that generous loyalty to rank and fex, that proud fubmiffion, that dig-
nified obedience, that fubordination of the heart, which kept alive, even in fervitude
itfelf, thefpirit of an cxalted freedom. ~ The unbought gracecof life, the cheap deferice
of nations, . the nurfc of manly fentiment and heroic enterprize is gone ! Jtis gone,
that feniibility of principle, that chatity of honour, which felta ftain like a wound

which infpired courage while it mitigated ferocity, ‘which enobled whatever

and under which vice itfelf loit balf its evils, by lofing 4}l its groffnefs.

it touched,

The'mixed fyflem’ of opinien and fentiment had its-origin in the antient chivalry;
and the principle, though varicd'in its appearance by the varying flate of human affairs,
fubfifted and influenced through a long fucceffion of generations, even to the time we

livein. Ifit thould ever be totally extinguilhed, the lofs I fear will be great. - It is this .
which has givenits charater to modern Europe,

It is this which has diftinguifhed it

under its forms- of guvérnment, and diftinguithed it to'its advantage, from the flates of
Afia, and poflibly from thofe ftates which Hourifthud in the mof brilljant periods of the

. antique world,

Itisvas this, which, without confounding ranks, had produced a noble
equality, and handed it down through all thie gradations of.focial life.

It -was this o-

pinion which mitigated kings into companions, and -raifed private men to be fellows
with kings. Without force, or oppafition, it fubdied the fiercenefs of pride and power;
it obliged fovercigns to fubmit to the foft collar of focial ceem, compelled flern au-
thority to fubmit to clegance, and gave a domination vanquither of laws, to be fubdued -

-by manners.

. But now all {5 to be changed. Allthe pleafing illufions,. which made power gentley
and obedlence liberal, which harmonized the different ‘fhades of life, and which; by a~
bland affimilation, ificorporated into politics the fentiments  which beautify and foften .

- * privatefociety,: are 1o be diffolved “by this nes conquering empire of light and reafon.

- All'the decent drapery of life is to be rudely torn off._All the (uperadded: ideas, furnith-

.ed . from'the wardrobe of a moral imagination, which the heart owns, .and the uaders
‘derftanding ratifies, as neceffary to cover the defeéts of our naked fhivering nature, and.

~~to raife. it to dignity-i
© " uadamiquated fafhivn .

S

in our own eftimation, ars to be exploded. as'a.ridiculous, abfurd,

ployed .
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