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REFLECTIONS ON THE ACE OF CHIVALRY.

M R. BURKE in his celebrated Re-ficaions on the Revolution in
France, having (poken in raptures of the -
fentiments and manners inculcated in ihe
age of chivalryw wc flatter ourfelves that
t1ie following accaunt of chivalry, and of
its effeifs on the manners of the Europcan
nations, %vill be acceptable ta our readers.

Hintfory does not atford ro fAngular a re-
volution in policy and manners, as that
which followed the fubverfion of the lio-
man empire.

It is to the barbarians, who (pread con-
fiagration and ruin, who tranpled on- thé
monuments of art, and (purned the ap-
pendages of elegance and plcafure, that
we owe the bewitching fpirit cf ga1'1zn-

try which in there ages *of refinement;
reigns in the courts of.Europe. That fyf.
tem, which lias made it a principle of ho-
nour aniong us to confider the women as
fovercigns : which 'has.partly formed our
cuiloms, our manners, and our policy ;
which lias exalted the human 'charader,
foftening the empire of force i which
rmingles politenefs witi the ufe of Uie
fword ; which deligit in proteaing the
wcak, and "in conferring that importance
wlhich nature or fortune have denicd-
that fyfnem was brouglit hither from the
frozen fhores of the Balîic, and from the
f.avage foreiaof the north.

The nortliern nations, in general, paid a
great refpeû to women. Continually eni-

ployed

* But the age of chivalry is gone. That of fophiaers', cconomifls; and calculators,
bas lucceeded ; and rhe glory of Europe is extinguifhed for ever. Never, never more,
fhall we behold tlhat g:nerous loyalty to ranlk and Çer, thar proud fubmiffioh, that dig-
nified obedience, that fubor dination of the heart, which kept alive, even in fervitude
itfelf, theI fpirit of an cxalttd frecdom. " The unbought grace cf life, the châp deferice
of nations, . the nurfe of manly fentinient and heroic tnterprize is gone ! It is gone,
that fenibility of principle, that chaflitý cf honour, which feit a ilain like a wound
which infpired courage while it mitigatcd ferocity, 'whiclh enobled whatever it touched,
and under which vice itfelf lot half its evils, by lofing all its groffnefs.

Theimixed fyflem of opinion and fentiment had it origin in thc antient chivalry;
and the principle, though varied-in its appearance by the varying aate of human affairs,
fubided and influenced through a long fucceRion of generations, even to the time.we
live in. If it fhould ever bc totally extinguirned, tlie lofs I fear vill be great. • It is this
which has given its charader to modern Europe. It is this ývhich'has diflinguifhed it
under its forms of guvernment, and diftingui(hed i: to'its advantage, fron the aatCs of
Aia, and poffibly from thofe fatesuwhich fHourifhed ii the nioQ brilliant periods of the
antique world. Itwas this, whic', vithtout confàunding ranks, had produced a noble
equality, and handed it down through ail tie gradations of focial life. It was this o-
pinion which mitigated kings into companions, and raifed private mncn to be fellows
wich kings. W.ithout force, or oppofitidn, it fubdied the ficrcencfs of pride and power ;
it obliged (overeigns to fubmit to the Coft collar of focial efleem, compclled flern au-
thoeity to fubrnit to cegance, and gave a domination vanquilheroflaws,._to be fubdued
by manners.

But now ail s .to be changed. Ail the .lea aing illufi ons, which mode power gentle,
and obedlence liberal, which harnonized the different fhades of life, :and wlich, by a
bland affimilation, hcorþoratcd into politics the fentiments .which beautify and foften
private fociety,: are to be diffolved by this new conquering empire of liglit and reafon.
Alf the decent drapery of«life is to be rudely, torn off.,Al Ithe (uperadded. ideas, furnifh-
'd from.t'he wardrobe of a mofal imagination, whiclh the:heart owns, .and trhe under'
derf1anding ratifies, as'necefrary to cover the defeas of our naked fhivering nature, and
to lal e. itto .dignity in our own eftirnaion, are to bc ex.pfodcd as'aridiculoIsu? abfurd,
and antiquated faihion .


