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THE WEEK.

IT is satisfactory to learn that the Dominion
Exhibition at 8t. John, N.B,, is proving a -e-
cided success. The Upper Provinces have done
their full share in the way of contributions.
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IT has come at Jast. The Nihilists have de.
creed that the Czar must die. A proclamation
to that effect has been issued. The reason given
is that the Czar has failed to give liberty to his
people,
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THE complications arising out of the insult to
King Alfonso by the Paris mob are in a way to
settlement, Both the Spanish and French Gov-
ernments have behaved well in the matter. and
Germany has counselied moderation.

-
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Trere are no forther developmentsin Quebec
politics, although rurncrs are rife that important
changes are in contemplation. If such are to be
made, let them be made quickly, as the Province
suffers from this confusion and inaction.

-
. »

As was to be expected, the Orangemen are
being aroused and the heart of Ulster is stirred.

to the latest designs, which was launched only
last August one year. In that vessal he occupies
the position of midshipman, and has been at-
tached for the time to the North Atlantic
squadron. After passing about a fortnight in
the port of Montreal, during which the Prince
made a tour throngh the principal cities of On-
tario, the Canada left for Halifax on Saturday,
when she will sail for a long cruise through the
West Indies, and return to Fugland in May, to
join the Flying Squadron.

The Royal connections of this young man are
indeed remarkable and worthy of note. Helis
grandson of the Queen of England, grandson of
the King of Denmark, nephew of the Czar of
Russia, nephesw of the King of Greece, nephew
of the future Emperor of Germany. Hehas as
uncles and aunts the Empress of Russia, the
Princess Tmperial of Germany, King George of
Greece, the Prince Royal of Denmark, Prince
Alfred of Fogland, Prince Arthur, Prince Leo-
pold, Princess Louise, Princess Beatrice, the
Duchess of Cumberland, Queen of Hanover.
He is himself the nearest heoir to the crown of
England after his father and Prince Albert Vie-
tor, his elder brother. 1n the event of the lat-
ter's death, he would succeed to the throne.

THE NEI PROFESSION.

To the Editor :—During a recent trip to
Europe 1 learned that young men and gentle-
women were studving electriesl engineering,
This professien has not yet become overcrowded
and great fortunes have been made in its pursuit.
1f any of the younger readers of your valuable
jouroal are interested in this new profession, I
will cheerfully give them any information in my
power. Yours truly,

Hrxry GREER.
Q

.

Pataskala, Ohio, U

HINDOO MARRIAGE.

The other day as I was epjoying my after-
breakfast pipe and the newspaper, 1 uoticed an
unusual stir in the church just opposite to my
window. The verger, whose grave and serious
face is only a rare treat on week days, seemed to
be exceptionally busy, judging frem the number
of times that he went in and out of the church.
1 had, however, not long to wait before I saw
some carriages roll up to the gate and discharge
their burdens, consisting cf well-dressed ladies
and gentlemen. This of course led me at once
to conclude that a marriage cerafiony was going
to be performed. A very short time afterward,
even befors I had finished my pipe, I saw the
newly-married couple and the same ladies and
gentlemen come out ¢f the church and make for
their carriages, in which settling themselves,
they drove off to their respective destinations,
leaving me in great astonishment to muse aver
the rapidity and simplicity of the whole atfair.
My astonishwent at the simplicity of the whole
cercmony may be considered an cxaggeration by
those who consider even the going to clinrch
a bore, and who would rather write a letter to a
magsirate and get out a marriage license and
be done with the whole alfuir; but they will
believe my word when I tell them that' [ am
used to marriage ceremonies in India that last
for days together, and involve rights the per-
formance of which would severely test the pa-
tience of a British clergyman were he to try it
single-handed. To a Hindoo, then, the mar-
riage ceremony itself is a great event in life, and

At an immniense gathering in Belfast, on last |

Saturday, the Orange procession was attacked f

and a serious riot eusued, in whicha number of

persons wete seriously injured.
C"

THE Pope has made an important declaration.
In receiving a deputation of 10,000 pilgrims on
Saturday, he spoke very plainly on the loss of
the temporal power, and exhorted his hearers to
desire above all things tle restoration of the !
Holy See to the condition of independence and |
liberty which is its due.
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WE present onr readers to-dy with the por. |
trait of Prince George, who has concluded a visit .
to the upper; Provinces. The crowning event of
his passage through Montreal was the ball given
in his honor and in that of the officers of the |
Canada, on last Friday, in this city. Prince’
George is the second ron of the Prince of Wales, °
and was born in 1866. After a careful training '
in the different branches of education, he was |
sent to & naval school with his brother, Prince
Victor, and in company of the same made an

'

‘able to deecribe. B
are engaged in their infancy ; nay, I amn ashamed
to conless, sometimes even before they are born;

if he is astonished at the simplicity of the
western ceremonies it is no wonder,

I will here try to give a very brief account of
the different steps that have to be taken before a
couple become husband and wife; and in order

to do so properly I shall have to divide the

subject into three heads :--First, engagement ;
second, marriage ; third, consummation of mar.
riage.

1t may seem absurd to classify an account of
a mariiage ceremeny in the samne way as one
would classify ditferent periods in a work on
history, but the reader will presently see that
this division is not arbitrary, and that the nature
of the subject admits of it,

Under my first head, viz., engagement, [ am
afraid I shall have the unpleasant task of men-
tioning at the outset, perhaps to tLe great horror
of the British miiden, that the pleasures of
courtship are unknown to her sister in India.
That most pleasant task of studying each other'’s
character ; that most agreeable duty of finding
out each others aims and ambitions; those
charming afterncon walks when the fature plans
are discussed, and many other such delights
which my inexperience will not allow of my
mentioning, are things nnknown to an engaged
Hindoo couple. But why? asks a young
maiden, who is, perhaps, in full enjoyment of
the pleasures that I have only partially been
Beeause, miss, the Hindoos

extensive tour all through the East and the for it happens, though uot usually, that the

Indian Ocean. His father, having finally decid-
ed that he should be brought up to the sea, he
was placed on board the Canada, a new vessel,

mothers in a friendly mood make a vow to each
other that, if they give birth to children of o

posite sexes they will be considered as engaged ;
sid Hindoo vows are as sacred as their religion,
fitted cut on an improved pattern and aceording if not more so.

This being the unhappy state of things, court-
ship and its pleasures are evidently out of the
question. But, however, | must not forget to
mention that these engagements before marriage
are rare and exceptional, and the proper age for
enF\gement is when the child is three years
old. .

On or about the third birthday of a girl, her
parents and other noar relatives begin to show
anxiety about her engagement, and'the barber
of the house is summoned to seek out a husband
for the little girl, who is hardly able to lisp her
father's name.

I may mention here that the barber is a very
important functionary in every Hindoo house-
hold. No family ean do without him; and if
the family is rich it emplovs a barber of itsown;
but if not, one barber serves several families.

The much-trusted barber, on receiving this
onerous cominission, at once sets about in search
of a husband. It very often happens that he
has his eye already on some family who has a
boy of the same age as the girl ; but when thiy
is not the case he actually goes to the neighbor-
ing towns or villages in quest of ane. [ he sees
a nice-looking, healthy boy playing about he at
once, detective-like, makes private inquiries
concerning the respactability, caste and wealth
of the parents, and if everything is sati-factory
he at once calls upon the paterfamilias of the
family and proposes for the boy. The parents
of the boy, if they consider the proposal worth
entertaining, at once seiuds for the pundit of the
family, and inquire of him as tothe ominousness
of the proposal.  This he is supposed to deter-
mine by means of the guardian star of the boy
and the girl. The pundit's consent being given,
certain religions ceremonies are performed, and
the engagement is reckoned as complete,

The parents of the girl, on hearing of the ac-
ceptance of the proposal, reward the barber and
give presents to their friends and relatives,

What amount of confidence is placed in the
barber can now be imagined, from the fact that
the parents of the girl have not seen the boy,
but yet allow their boy to be engaged to him,
trusting solely to the good sense and choive of
the barber. But it must be mentioned here, to
the credit of this family functionary, that he is
as a rale very faithful, and with the proverbial
cunning of his profession, makes the best choice;

' yet it cannot be denied that fearful misrepresen.

tations are sometimes made, which in the after
life of these innocent children have disastrous
results.

This system of engagement through a menial
is pernicious in the extreme, and I do not know
how it has come about, | know Freuch engage-
ments are very often made by the parents of the
parties, and the results, as is well known, are
bad enongh ; how much worse the resuits are
likely to be if the engagements are made through
a menial, [ leave the readerto conjecture,

The engagement being complete, I come to
my secoud head, which is marriage.  The mar-
ringe ceremony, as a rale, takes place when the
girl is about eight or nine years of age, The
date is fixed by the mutual consent of the
parents of the children, with thfe concurrence of
the pundit of the houschold.  On the date thus
fixed the father of the brislegroom arrives at the
bride’s house with the bridegroom, and a large
party of his friends and relations,

It is the bounden duty of the girl's parents
to entertain this party a3 well as they can for
three davs. Al sorts of provisions are made
for their entertainment, and to do this no smalt
amount of pains and money are spent.  The ac-
commodation and entertainment tnvariably cost
so much, that if the girl’s parents are not rich,
they get into debt, so much so, that marriage
debts have become proverbial in India,

On the very first evening of the arrival, the
marriage ceretnony is commenced. A huge fire
is lighted in a room, round which the guests and
the couple to be married sit, while the pundit
goes on performing certain ceremonies, At
about twelve o'clock a corner of the garments
of the boy is tied to that of the girl's, and thaey
are made to go round the goddess of fire several
times. This completes the ceremony, and the
nuptial kuot is supposed to be tied, which none,
nay, not even the death of the husband, can
untie,

The whole procedure is fearfully tiring to the
poor children, who very often faint with sheer
exhanstion, caused by slec-})lf:ssness and excite-
ment. It is more trying for the girl than the
boy, for the former has to keep o thick veil on,
5o that no one may havea glimpse of Ler face,
not even the husband, but who, perhaps, con-
sidering  hig age, would be the last person
desirous of looking at his future partner for
life.

This custom of not letting the face of the girl
be seen sometimes gives occusion for the com-
mitting of fraud; and a case came under the
notice of the writer, which, on account of its
rarity, is well worth mentioning. A young man
was by some chance or other not married in hia
infancy, but being desirous of marriage, he sent
for the barber and commanded him to hunt up
a wife for him, The barber, in compliance wit
his wish, went to a neighboring village in qnest
of one, when he met a man who said he had a
grown-up daughter who would just do for the

oung man. The barber, thinking himself to

e very fortunate, at once settled the engage-
ment, and as the parties were about the usual
age, settled the marriage day, too.
day the bridegroom arrived with one or two
friends to be married. The usual ceromony was
gono through' with a person whose face, of
course, the young man counld not see. The next
morning the father of the girl put her in a

On the fixed i

palanquin, to be taken to the bridegioom's
home. The custom usually is for the bridegroom
to ride with the palankeen, which our young
friend aceordingly did.

On the way, in an out.of-the-way place, the
bride asked the bearers of the palanquin to stop
for a few minutes, wheaccordingly put the pal.
anquin down and withdrew to a short distance,
it being considered extremely impolite to look at
a bride.  On their withdrawal the bride got out
of the palanquin aud disappeared. The bride-
groom, getting alarmed at her non-appuarance
tor n long time, made a search for her in the
neighborhood, but to no purpose, for the bride
had run away with s}l the jewelry which lie had
presented to her.

It was afterward discovered that the unfor.
tunate young man underwent the whole cere.
mony with a man dizguised as a woman, and
that the supposed relations of the girl were a
gang of sharpers.  Thiy, I hope, will show the
great fanlt of not allowing theface of the girl to
be seen at the marriage ceretmony.

But to resume. The ceremony being over, the
next two days are spent in entertaining the
bridegroom’s party. The cutertaining generally
consists of feasting and the dancing of Nautch
girls at night.

Oa the third day the party retires, taking the
bride with them. It is often a pitiable sight to
see a married girl of eight years of age leaving
her parents’ house, and going, although only
for a day or two, to her bridegroom’s home.

After this she is coosidered a married woman,
and enjoys all the privileges of one in her father's
home.

Three or four years after this my third period
begins, which, as alrendy mentioned, is called
the consummation of marriage. This consists of
the husband coming and taking home his wife.
This is donme, unfurtunately, at a period when
the husband is scarcely over fourteen or fifteen
vears of age.  What etfect this early marringe
has on a boy of fifteen, who ought to be, and
who generally is now, in a school, I leave the
reader to contemplate. Just fancy to yourself
each Eton boy possessing a wife! Indian youths
who have received English edueation bate the
custom, yet they are married in infancy, and
they cannot help it.

It is 10 be hoped, however, that some reformers
will soon rise in ludia, and some more philan-
thropista will go out from this Christian conutry
to free India frowm this most ruinous of curses.

A Hixpoo Bacneron,

SUCCESS IN LIFE.

Without uuremitiing labor, success in life,
whatever our occupation, is impossible. A for.
tune is not made without toil, and mouey un.
earned comes to few. The habitual loiterer
never brings anything to pass. The youny wmen
whowm you see lounging about waiting for the
weather to change before they go to work, break
down before they begin--get stuck before they
start.  Ability and willingness to labor are the
two great conditions of gsuccess. It is useless to
work an electric machine in a vacuum ; but the
air may be full of electricity, and still you can
draw no spark unmtil you turn the machine.
The beautiful statute may exist in the artist’s
brain, and it may also be said iu a certain sense
to exist in the marble bleck that stands before
fim, but he must bring both his brain and his
hands to bear upon the marble, and work hard
and long, in order to produce any practical re.
sult.  Success also depends in a good mensure
upon the wan's promptness to take alvautage
of the tise of the tide. A great deal of what we
call *luck™ is nothing more nor less than this,
It is the man who keeps his eyes open, anid his
hands out of his pockets, that succeeds, ** 1
wkssed my chanee,” exclaims the disappointed
man, when he sees another catch eagerly ut the

opportunity. But something more than elert-
nesy is needed ; we must know how to avail
ourselves of the emergency. An elastie tem-
perament, which never seems to recognize the
fact of defeat, or furgets it at once uud begins
the wark over again, is very likely to insure
suceess.  Many a merchant loses oune fortine
only to build up avcother and a larger one.
Many an inventor fails in his first efforts, and is
at Jast rewarded with a triumph, Some of the
most popuder novelists wrote very poor stutl in
the beginuning. They were learning their trade
and could not expect to turn out first-class work
antil their apprenticeship i3 over. Onv great
secret of success is not to become disconraged,
but always be ready to try again.—Ex.

FOool NOTES,

Mu. JusTiN McCartny, anthor and member
of Purliament, has, on medical recommendation,
gone to spend some wecks in the Pyrences.  He
will travel through Spain before returnming to
England.

Misses Alice and Annie Longfellow, dauchters
of the poet, who sailed for England last week,
will spend two years it Newnham College. Miss
Alice will devote her time to the higher mathe-
matics, nnd Miss Aunie to the classies and art,

AN extraordinary pearl has been fonnd at
Nichol Bay. It is composed of nine distinct
pearls about the size of peas, of fine lustre, and
firmly bedded together in the form ol a perfoct
cross about an inch and a half in length, It is
really a unique curiosity, and will probably
bring a fubulous price, owing o the extraordi-
nary coincidenco of its perﬁ;ct.ly representing
the symbul of Christianity.




