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OFFICIAL SIGNAL.BUOYS FOR
SEA-GOING SHIPS.

A It has long beeu customary, in cases of
disaster 1o ships at sea, cither by fire or by col-
lisien with icebergs,” &¢ , to throw overboard a
bottle, contsining a recond of such disaster, both
in the hope of succor following those who may
have taken to the beats, and from the natural

that their fate might become kuown to their
triends.

2. Owing to their fragility of structure, num-
Lers of these bottles must necessarily be lost,
through being dashed agrinst hand substances.

3. Doubtless, also, many such a bottle is
passed by ships without ever being noticed or
picked up, there being nothing in its appearance
to attract aitention, or to indicate the nature of
its contents,

4. It is notorions that cruel hoaxes are some-
times perpatrated, by the seattering of bottles
containing fulse news of wissing vessels.  An
instance of this cccurred after the disappearance
of the steamer *‘ City of Boston,”” from Halifax
for Liverpool, in 1870, a bottle huving been
subsequently picked up on the British coast,
containing particulars as to her fate, which wete
proved by circumstantial evidence to be neces.
sarily false.

5. The point of one of Vietor Hugo's works
(* L'Homme qui Rit ™) turns upon an incident
of this nature ; but the story is unnatural,
simply because, practivally, no bedy of inen,
about to perish, woull have sutlicient calmuness
of mind to carry out all the Jetails therein de-
seribed, for establishing the authenticity of their
record.

6. Many a ship's comypany, forced to take to
their boats, leave no record upon the scene. of
the dizaster, either from a consideration of the
difficulties above mentioned, or from the want
of consideration at all, that any practical good
might result therefrom.

SUGGESTED, THEREFORE

I. That every sea.going ship, Naval and mer-
cantile, be required to carry, as part of her
equipment,” two OFFICIAL SIGNAL BUOYS, sup-
plied by Government, stamped  with an official
seal, and of such a nature as both to attract
attention and to establish their nature and their
authenticity at a glanee,

TL. That these buoys be of two shapes, one of
which should be such us to be held comparatively
in position by the water, while the other would
be carried by the wind aleng the surface like a
bublle,

The above shapes are suggested, a being the
buey (say of tin or sheet-iron), b a water-tight
screw joint, like that of a pocket-flusk, and ¢ a
wire ring, fixed upright, so that the buoy might
be picked up with a boat-hook, or fished up with
a hook and line, wirhout the necessity of lower-
ing a Loat.  The busys 1o be panted bright red,
50 25 to bie easily discernible 1n the water and
attract the attention of the look-out,

111, That the signal buoys of each nation
have their national colours puinted thereon, so
that when a ship. picks oue up, the papers. of
which prove undecipherable, the eaptain will be
able, without a moment’sdelay, on reaching his
port; to hand them to the Consal of the natien
to which they appertain. :

2. When time permits, the message to be
placedin the buay should be picked out in the
letters of the Cownmercial Code of Signals, whick
beiny nfeinationd, the message would be ‘in-
t-lirible, even to the captain-of = ‘foreign
vessel, : s i

The chances of suceor to crews and passengers
that are compelled to take to their boats, or to
drift in mid.ocean upon rafis, would thus bhe
greatly increased.  How often o -ships pass
through the Jébris from Lurnt-and: foundered
vessr1s, or meet abandoned crsfl, where no indi-
cation’ exists as to-whether the survivors have
left haurs or weeks before, or whither they have
tried to shape'a course, while, perhaps,” hull.
down upon the horizon, there may be strugiling
boats or drifting rafts, freighted to the water's
edge with human beings, who are. watching the
sonst-icads  of the passing ship with mingled
hope and despair ; whereas, one of thess -signal
Luoys, lashed ‘fn the rigging of an abandoned
vessel, floating among wreckage, or walted to
Jaud “hy the wind, ‘might lead to the speedy
resens of many of thoss whose fate would other-
wise be found in the brief but dreadful record
“Never heard from.’' . The general knowledge

CWworvover, amang erews awd -pussengers, that
thes - signal-buoys formed part of the euipment
of every sea-poing ship, would naturaily suggest
their use to the mind, npon a ehip’ sinking-or
being abandoned, where now, in the confuxion;

i

i
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no one may think of adopting any mweans of
communication with ‘the shore or with passing
ships, s

Even in the case of a craft stranded upon a
desert island or rocky ledge, these two messen-
gers, sent off, ene drifting ane way with- the
current, the other wafted on another conrse by
the wind, might prove the means of rescue {rom

o . e natural b 5 weary imprisomment, or from. the horrors of
Jdesire felt by persons in danger of perishing ! )

starvation.

B.—1t is not upusual for Ships of War and
surveving ships, upon a current being entered
which is not' marked upon the charts, or whena
current is met the course of which has been
altered by terrestrinl changes, to throw over-
board botties with records therein, in the hope
that the drift of the new current may be ob.
tained, by the bottles being picked up atanotber
point, which woull determine the “*set' of the
current. The bottle system is, however, ‘as
objectionabie and as futile in this view asin the
one just alluded to.

¢ SUGGESTED, THEREFORR (—

That Ships of War and surveying ships only
{to preclude causeless and unwise action) be pro-
vided with signal-buoys for scirrtific: purposes,
striped black aad white, so that the masters of
passing merchant ships, with whom time is
money, wouhl krow which buoys they might
pass by without notice, should it be incunvenient
to heave-to, and which ones the common cause
of humanity comumnnded them, if possible,” to
overhaul.

Perhaps the latter suggestion is scarcely less
important thau the former. A knowletdge of the
ocean current systen, and a due allowiance for
curr.nt-set where known, are important factors
in the science of navigation. Tt was neglect of
allowanee for the current off the coast of Nova
Scotia that waused the steamer “ Atlantic” to
be steamed at full speed upon the Sambro racks,
and dashed to pieees, with her great freight of
human life, in the year-1373. - The ocvan cur:
rentisystem is, even vet, not correctly and thor-
oughly known ;- and, inareover,” varialigas in
the Anmen currents are constautly being. caused

mulation of sand:banks, or snddenly, from. val-
canic’ apheavals.. Thus, when the flagship of
Admiral Sir Alexander Milue went to Eogland
from Bermuda, in 1864, she ‘struck shallow
soundings where w considerable  oceandepth
shauld live been fonad; and was in diseoloured
water for twa days.  For some vears alter, ‘the
place was noted npon- the Admiralty charts ay
“ Nile” bank, and all H. M. Ships procevding
frow Bermuda 1o England were ordered to report
soundings thereon.  Several ships reported deep
water where “the “ Nile''“had ‘obiained shoal,
until finally H. M. Sarveying Ship ¢ Gaunet,”
by regularly guartéring across the locality, found
definttely that this sub-aqueons monntain. {pro-
bably voleanicd had again receded into the neean
depthis. - Terrestrial changes of this nature must
canse desiations of the ceean-currents at the
time of their occtirrence, a better knowledge of
which deviations woukl by facilitated: by the
judicious nse. of official signal-buoys, -in the

information thus acquired Jwanid Ceventually
prove very valuable to sénseral navigation. o At

plainly discernibie apart from buoys of cmer-
geney, no-confnsion. would exist as to the neces:
sity or otherwise of their buing picked up, exeept
when eonvenient, ‘ : e
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Copies-of this Memorandum (the original of
whichi 7% submitted to'the Lords: Commissioners
of the Aduwyiraliy) have been gimiltanconsly for
warded to-the Seerctary of the Board of Trade,
London'; “the Minister - of Marine of-the Dy-
minion of Canadu; the Colonial Secreturies of
Newfoundland, New Seuth Wales, New Zealand,
Queenstand, Sonth Aastralin, Tasmanin, Vietoria
and: Western Australing’ the Seécretaries of :the
Navy and of the Treasury,: Washington ; -and
({in Engli=h and Freneh) to'the Governmentsiof
Austris Belgivm, Denmark, France, Grimany,

Spain, Sweden, Norwuy, Tarkey, -Bruzil and
Japan. R e RN

by terrestrial changes —gradually, from the acen. |

hands of properly qualified officers’ “and. the

the  same time, these sgirniific buoys “heing'y

Greece, [taly, the Netherlands, Portugnl, Risin, -

HEARTH AND HOME.

~ RENEVOLEXCE.~There are many persons who
earry the activities of benovolence in: such-n
way that every oue is pained, displeased, or
disgusted with them. - Their manner of going
about and doing good “is such that people wish
they would stay at'home. - It'is'the occasion of
misapprehension”in the mind of men'ns to the
work of benevolance, It is a hindrance to the
very cause which they profess to serve.  Beau-
tiful is that benevolence whichjeonsists of love
perpetually moving among our” fellow- creatures
as. a sister of mercy, throwing its shadow over
torrid spots and cooling them, or shedding its
warmth on frigid places and thawing them.

Tree WonTit. ~Comtmonplace qualities, such
as simple Kindliness and trath, arc ‘better and
more important than auy of those exceptional
powers which we generally eall “gifts.” The
things which ** distinguish™ us are trifles : those
which we have in common make our true worth.
The ‘most remarkable wen may  have’ their
hearts as much in the right place and be as kind
and as gentle in reality as l%xeir least-giited fel-
low-creatures, - But the fellow-creatures take
notice of - the singnlarity, nud forget the right
hand of fellowship. “And so the mere super-
ficial ¢race or talent meant to be a gain to all
too often becomes, in some shapr or other, a
barrier separating those who might be ‘chief
friends™ or intimate aequaintanees.

Tacr, —There is nothing more aseful in a
family, as a cushion to-every fall, a butfer to
every blow, than taet. It aiwavs knows the
right' thiug to say, the exact thing tado ; it
knows how to t{t the pleasant hand at the very
mwoment for soothing rutlled plamage ; it knows
on debatable . questions how to put others in
such goed - hannour that it can carry its point
it never alludes ta a forbidden sabjeet 5 it tarns
conversations from  dangerous approaches ; it
never sces what ix best unseen ; iL does uot an-
swer to that which requires g seathing veply i
heard at all'; it remembers wames and faees s it
has the @ propos anecdote 1 46 it does uot un
out of the way to flatter, neither does it g0 out
of the way to blame; where it rannot praise it
is silent, and it never consents to mortify.
Thus tact, it would appear, is a speetes of kind.
ness, a dislike to wound as well as 1 desipe
to give pleasure—perhiaps also n species of self-
ishness in ity automatic shrinking from erying,
gquarrelling, aud discomfort of any kind,

StreNati oF WoueN, - Why woemen should
be connmiserated on aceount of their suppased
lack of vigour ix a mystery to us. 1t ix a well
authenticatsd fact that women whe have not
exceptional frames can, by training, equal and
surpass en in the exploits of the gyvmnast ;
amd if in this wost strepgth-taxing profession
they ean put. themselves on an equality with
man, what g to prevent women hifting them.
selves out of their present feebleness by soma
svatem of judicions education, combining ex-
ercise and hygiens ' No one has sofliciently
computid,” it seems to us, the grand elastizity
of womanhood, - Heaven has given hera brain
as well as) the sacred office of maternity. . Not
by spasmodic intellectusd effort, with intervals
oft indolence and “vague hmaginingsy are the
areat mothers of the mace to
formed.  The petfectly healthy woman. whom
the doctors never soe will Lasgh it you tell-her
she was ereated anintenuittent invalid, She
knows “the sustaining fweey  the healthful re:
serve of power, which keeps the balance of her
pulses under all the voniplex conditions of her
Hife. - Natare buas gifted her with powers of en.
duranee adriimed of by men. - Chronie inveal-
idism s war the normal-eondition of women.

THE GLEANER,
Prixce Gonrscuagory peesived Lorl Dnie
fertu very cordinily.

Pror. ANDERssESN, the ovlebratod chess
player, died on March 14th, at Breslan, Silesia:

ThE great ive-bridge whieh hos provided a
winter attraction for Niagars has almiost’ dis.
apprared. :

|
t
i 'I'Hﬁl,lnt;- Duke of Neweastle is saidto. have
Yinsvred his oo differentoflices to the asten-
i ishing smionut of L500,000, o
| Cunisryras) eands prodoned a revenue to the
{ British Post Office this year of £20,000, against
Fan extr expenditure of £700, S
’, Tar Quees’s health is’ roported to be greatly
fshaken by the bereavement sshe has lately sus-
tained v her fomily, and ber!vidt to Ttaly is
onthe aldviee ol her private medical attendunts.
CToeexcavations: at the supposeld site of the
hanging garlens at Babylon are aaid to have
terminat-d. They ‘have yielded many tablets
from the timeolf Nabonplus to thie Parthinn era;
Sin - Ganyer" WotlskenLey, in’a ‘speech - ide-
livered Jately st the annnal meeting in. Nicosia
of the Greek Cluby ex pressed great confidence in
the prospierous future in store for Cyprus,
SAcrvavivor of the Tsanduba massaere writes :
~=f0 s Coll - Darnford - fall) stabbed by -an
wegagai. - Noo man  behaved more nobly, e
stuck to-his post tothe last, swd died asa herol”

Beron¥. leaving Puris ‘on’ the Sthouli;, the
Princeof Wales was shown the models of neom.
plete table service. in - Sevreaching whieh the
Freneh G o vermment "intend presenting to-His
Rayal - Highness as o douvenivoof hiv presideney
- of the British’ Coninnission at the fate: Exhibi-
tion, i )

be reared and

OUR CHESS COLUMN.

;;TSoluliom to Problems sent in by Correspondent
willbe dulyacknowledged .

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

J. W. 8., Montreal.~Many thavks for several valu.
able communieations. R

Student, Montreal,~—Correot solution received of Pro.
blew No. 217, o : E

R, P M., Sherbrooke, P.Q.Correct solution recefved
of Problemn No. 212, aud also of Problem for Young
Players, No, & Try No. 211 ngain.

W, A, L., Toronto. - Letter received.
post,

Tyro, Montreal...-White may bave two Queens on the
bourd ut the same time,

Ji- H., Montreal.—Correct solution received of Pro-
blem for Youug Players, No. 214

M. J. M., Quebec.—~Post eanl recelved.
We found it nseful,

1. & J. MeG., Cote des Nelzes.—Correct solution re
ceived of Probleut fur Young Players No. 214,

Will anewer by

Mupy thunks

We tearn that lately H. R, H Prince Leopohl attendeod
the celebiration of the BNy -0h runiversary of the Rirk-
baeck Literary and Scientific Institution, Looden, Hag.,
amd that he, also, Kindly cousented ;to distribute the
prizes to the atndents,

The following extraat from Land and Water gives
such i pleasing weconat of swhat touk place having refvr
ence tu the Royal gawme, that we cannpt refraln from
fuserting it in oue Column,

Abuut 160 prize-wianer came forward one by one to
receive their trophiles, and amoog them se connted ne
many as taenty-twa ladies--n phesomenon which did
not antoy us atatl, but quite otherwise,  AH the recipi.
ents were saenilen] with henrty plawlits an they came be-
fure Yo Prinee ;. but the appearatce of Miss Louisa Ry
mer, as She stepped forwand ta recetve the chesboard
aud tien she had won was hailed with a particulnrly
ad and eathusinatic burat of spplause,  Whether she
awed this ovrtion to her good Jooks, ot 1o the fuct of be-
ing a general tuvourite at the ieatitation, or becatse the
tdea of i yonng fdy 81 in ber tecaxamd yot enrrying
off the chess prize from maacudine competitors natumlly
extarted wilmiration, we eannot say; but the fhelis as we
have statesl, amd it swan made the subiject of retinsk by
others hesides ourselves.  The ndidress which the Prince
defiversd after the diattibution was o every respeat well
warth listening to, as evineing o fufly and origiun] tone
of thought, while at the siome Hme indicative of that i
tedbe i beaevolonce whieh feels thut Kaowledge must
be for the happiness of alt clusses, amd therefore wishes
that the means of wequirtug it may be placed whhin
their resch  One of the mast feiicitons parts of the
Prinee's sperch wus where he drew an aoulogy betwoeen
chese nndd fife, carryime cut whivh idea be obwerved that
3t is the opeaing, and the opening vnly, which isunder
our own contral. Later in the game the pluns und wishies
of ethers begin to contlict unpleasantly «with our own.
Dametines itiane mich i we can do to svolid being
chueekinnted altagetbar s but fur the S8t fnw muves we
are free.  We can depluy our pieces to the best advaa.
tage, W ean setile i the lHne of action swhich Lest suits
o0t pawers; amd we sometimes And that it wid repay us
to santificn n Pawn, ar o piece, so o8 lu gain at ouce
positma whirh may give as a decided advintage thmagh-
out the whaole wame.  Dovs not this, toa, remind us of
early 1o} Mast we not ulten be content to sacridice some
Pawn of present pleasure or profit 1o giain n vaniage
gronnd woich mny help ds to successes which well-indul-
genee couhd never bave won i altogether we think
that English chessists have same resson to be prowd of
their chesaplaying Priace, tur there is every rexson to
belleve that, ilnspite-the disndvantages of bis station. he
will_ prove to b anoriginal thioker and an offective
speaker,

PROBLEM No. 218
From » Supplement " (o Cheax Gems.
By H, E. Ridron.
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i “’lll'(!‘
White to pIay and mate in three moves, .
GAME 39T
“(From the Chesaplayers’ Chronicle)
CHESS IN MEXICO.
" {Phitidor’s Defenré.}
{Remave White's Q Kt from the Honrd.)

WHITP. (A, C. Vasquer.) CRLACK, (M Vicario -

. PwK4 TP KA
2L KKito 883 2P Q
2 HweQ B4 Rk Kt
1.7 Cnstles 4. Binker Kt (a3
3. Q inkea I8 3. QKB
S Qe QKU 6. P to QKo
TPt Q4 TP takes P
A PwKBl4 HoQ e K
9, BtoQ 2 A1 e Q R
10, Pta KO ; 0 FtoQ ki by

TP takes 1 1) 1E iakes B
Qe Ked 12, Q te Q 2'1d)
130Q Roto K oady {eh) 1 K tu Qg
4. Q1o RO (el (o) M. K to I8eq
15, Rta K Beny 15 K to ¢ Ke g
16, Q o K14 {nh) 16, Ko R3
17. Q takes P (+h) 17 Kt Kt 2
18, Q to Kt 4 ¢0iiy B, Kty
I RwK B3

Restgan

NOTES BY ('R, F_IU\Sl‘.l_l.A-~(Cdn4ienpocl,)
(@) Qo K3 or Q Kite H 3 would have
troublesuine to the first player, :

)] :\;Q}mrmtly hin best move., 1 1s evident that the
Quuen’s Paven cunuot be advancod at this stuge, withount
Aandvanbigy, : Sl il S RRTs

proved more




