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Owx Aonng Folks,

GRACIE'S MISSION,
BY PAYE NUNTINGDON,

Miss Dorothy Dean lived alone at the
Dean Homestead 3 her old schioolmato, Dliss
Marills Baker, Jived a mile away at the
Bakcr homestead, Lut pot alune, She was
‘Aunt Millie” to balf a dczen nephews
and nicces, and dezens ;>0 who were not
her nephews and niecse, but who had adopt-
ed her iuto tho relaticnship. No one over
though of calilng Miss Dorothy s2emt L riel
No, indeed ! Sho wasz Aliss Dorothy to

verybudy., H-r ncphess aud nieces nov
er mado the old Dean hemestsad ring with
childish glco, and tho boys and girls who
munched ** Aunt Millie's " sced cakes, and
tremped down tho grass ju her mvadows io
their search for tho carlicst stemwberrics,
voted Miss Dorothy a “‘cruss old thing.”
When Miss Dorothy visited her old {riend,
she would say :

«1 dor't sce, Mariila, how you stand it
to have zuch a lot of young ounes trapising
over your cleac floors 1 J declare, the floor
would bo clean and whii. coough to oat off
if you didn’t let them go galivanting acrosy
it with their muddy boots aud littering up
with trash I

4 Q, now Dorric 1" 2izs Baker would say;
# how you do exaggerate! In tha first place,
m{; floars are not clean cnough for a dining-
table. I do calkerlato to file 'em ¢ff onco a
week 80 as to keep kinder decent.  Mother
always 2llowed that everyching should be
bo tp:ckspan for Sabdath; but X doa't do
20 much scrubbing as somo,"

1 La, now, Millic,” said Miss Dorotty,
falling iuto the uso of tho old pet name,
«yon rcedn't tako that round-ubout way to
compliment mo "

Miss B-Ver tmiled; sho koew by the
tono of her voice that Miss Dean had swal-
lowed the compliment, if such the hint of
constant scrubbing could be considerod, and
aslio continued :

““And as for the muddy boots, why, 1
thiak the children are for tho most part very
careful about bringing in mud, and their
t-ash i3 always clean stuff. They like
to bring mo bright lcaves and mosses, be
causo they know X I:tke to have somcthing
graen and bright in tho house.”

**But I den't sec how you keep your
cookio jar filled. I havesce you bring out
threo plates full since I camo 1

0, well, thisisan unusual doy.  Ars.
McFinn bas gone away, and her fire are
spending the day Ly themselves, and thatis
how they have nced of su many cakea™ re-
plicd Miss Baker, lavghing.

*Alillie Baker, you just allow yoursclf to
bo imposed ujon ! Xounever did have any
spirit! You oaght to have somo ono to
take carv of you 1"

Miss Baker langhied, and shook her brown
curls, which were well etreaked with grey,
and thea sho said, eoberly caough =

“You are partly rizht. 1 have been
thinking that the timo may come when I
shall nced to bo taken care of, and 1 have
about ace:ded to adopt a pirl and & boy, it
1 can ge? hold of thoss which scem to ba the
rightcnes.™

Then was Migs Dotk Dean aszlaetly
aghast! She had no woria to oxpress her
astonishment and her disspproval T it scem.
od 2o her the moat absurs achemo that ever
entered the mind of worian, and sho felt it

t0 be her daty to try and arguo her fricad
out ¢f the notion,

**Thiok of tho expenss of Lringiog up two
children ! And mowadays, whea girls must
have 30 many farbelowsl \Why, Millie
Baker, you will bo ruined if somebody dooy
not interferel”

AMiss Baker smiled again:

] am that thankiol that no one has any
right to interclere, except with zdvice, for
which I am always thanklol”

JAund then both womea lawghod.

This conversation took placs ia oxxl
spring.  Six menths later I want yoztoloo
into Misy Dean's large old-fashioned kitch.
tn. Sho cvidently hax a party, and a
children’s panty, 001 What can it mnean?
The tabla is loaced with all vorts «f
thingx; croat pitchers of creamny :milk, the
whitest of bread, the brownmt of cakes,and
the fakicat of pues, as well as the fattess of
tutkeys of the tinck, and the jracal apries
and poars] Evideotly Miss Domathy had
forgotten that even children’s atomachs
havoa limit =2 to capacity | Miss Baker i
there, and among the group is a bdripht-cyed
Iy Who peemns 10 canaiver hor an his ospe-

cial property. Apparently Mies Baker has
found someono to take caro of her, and sho
aaks roguiehly of her {riend :

s \Vhat do you think, Dorrie? Yousco X
havo takea your advice, and sccured somo
ono to take caro of jue, Do you think ho
will do?”

And Mies Itean pats the boy on tho head,
and says :

“Yes, bo av2lldol Oaly supposo when
thoy grow up ho shouid take s notion to
want to take caroof my Grucio—what would
bocomo of us?”

And M:rs Baker answers, laughing @

“0Oh, wo could fix that 1 We could alllive
together, and you and I would sit in the
chimney coraer with our knitting work ani
croon away to our heart's centent. Don't
you geo?”

And Miss Dorothy, laughing, turned away
to answer thoe call of a httle faxen-haired
sprite who daucing up to her, said—

** Plecase  Auntio Dorrie, tio my apron!
it all comed untied 1"

1.

How did it come about? Away back io
tho early summer Rev. Mr. Grant {roceived
a letter from tho committee of tho *'fresh
ar” caterprise.  Now you all know what
that means, Isuppose?  Pechape somne Pan-
aay who lives out in Dakota, or off in Cali-
fornia, may nut havoe heard of this Now
York scheme.  Briefly, it is a work carried
on by Linevelent peoplo in sending tho
children of the poor ia tho city out into the
country for a fow days. Childien who live
in close, narrow tenement houses, who have
never wta tho country, some who never
saw grass growing, who have acarcely hada

limp.e of tho bluo sky, aro given tho en-
juyment of two wholo weeks ot pure air and
green grass and trees, flowers and frait. The
country p2ople open their homes and their
hearts to theso littlo ones, and others fur-
nishing tho fands for travelling expenses, tho
matter is easily arranged.

The letter which was addressed to Mr.
Grant waa n vequest for homes for a com-
pany of faesh air children. v, Grant hesi-
tated a little bxfore asking Miss Dcan to
take ono of tho children into her well-order
ed house, but finally concluded that ho
would give her a chauce. I do not think he
was more surprised at her consent than ahe
was at herscdf.  Whatever in the world pos-
setsed mo? Sho repeated this question to
hereeif many times, withont getting any sat-
isfactory answer. Onco sho had her boanet
on to ¢o and tcll the minister that she coula
vot catertain tho child as sho had promised,
and that bho must find another place; bud
tho truth twas, sho was ashamed to take
Lack her promise.  Sho laid awako nights,
th nking what a simpleton she was to get
into such a scrape, Sho was sure she would
0ot havs a carpet left on her floor, a wholo
window 1o the house, a flower in the gard.
en, nor an apple in the orchard. 1t scemed
t9 her that a dezin calamitics were suto to
follow in tho train of that onc small girl.

The day came, and with it the children,
Miss Dorothy was ncver more emba
1n her life than in rocciving that mite cf a
gith A acighbor had cffered to bring the
child op from tho atation, and Mia Deav
stood in tho doorway to receivo her. Shoald
aYo offer ber hand?  \Wonld tho “Ragamal-
fin® know what that meant? Neighbor
Brown lifted tho child from the wagpoa,and
sct her down at the gate, uyini, **There's
Mixs D an in the door; run mightin."”

Tae littlo maidea camoahyly up the walk,
and a3sho reacihed tho atep, sho xid, ** Are
sou the lady I am to stay with)”

« 1 zupposo I am,” was tho reply,ia anot
over-cordial tone.

>'Plcaso Iet me ki yog,” said the child.
T do not know of anything aho could have
3aid which wonld havo astonished Misa Dean
more. 'y name is Gracio Lian,” con
tinued tho child; “papa said I muat be
very carcfal about makirg trouble, 30 yoo
muatlet mehdpyon. I am quito a nise
littlo housekeeper ; papa xaid 30 himself.”

Rememberiog this remark thy next dsy,
Muss Itorothy asked, * Do yunt kep house
for your {father)”

“Well, ma'am, Idid; hot popa had to
bo taken toa haspital, and X siaid with my
aaat Iately.”

*Whero is yrar mother?” aked the

jhostexs,  ** Oh, sho went away quits a whils

| 350, X Wink sho dil aot hike papa and we
i very well,” and the Liille vaice toox oo 2
pitfully sad tena.  ** Asyway, sho wam't
tmuch of a hand to take caro of children.
Now, jepa s dilfecent; ho usal to ~omd

ny hair always, uatil ho 5ot 00 wick.”

‘* Did you go to Sunday-sohicol 1”
*Qh, yos; that's whoro 1 learned tosing
J“';.’. loveame. Do you kuow Jesus {oves
me
Did aha? Miss Derothy had bon a
church-meinber for years; but what had
sho kuown of that Jova that reactcs outand
takes hold of the suffering and sorrowing,and
ives health and comfort ; that bringe the
onely within tho circle of companionthip
end love? Miss Dorothy had not teen a
happy Christian, but hero was a littlo ohild
stnt to lead her into tho light of love.
Steadily day after day the child won her
way, until at tho end of two wecks Miss
Dorothy, now ‘“anut Dorrio," concluded to
koep hor.  Finding this to bo possible or
rangemonta were soon made, and little
Gracio permarcutly cstablished at the homo-
stead, oould joyfully ainﬁ with her good
fricnd, Jesus loves me. ‘The Thanksgiving
rty was tho schemo of dear little Gracio's,
reartily vndorsed by Miss Dorothy, and car-
ried out by her crders. Tho gueats woro
tho poor children gatheced in from the
neighb:rhood and fromthe ¢illage. Thote
who had always known Miss Dorothy ivere
at o lost to understand this now order of
things; but Miss Baker understood her
fricnd, and she zaid to herself, ¢ That lit.
tle Gracio has done & wonderful work, Sho
has found a key to the children’s chamber i
Dorric’s heart, and opeacd tho door."~—2%e
Pansy,

Coal 1u the North-West,

A report will shortly bs issned by Mr,
Georgo M. Dawson, tho Assistan-Dircctor of
the Gco!ogimlx Survey, on tho coal tields of
tho North.Weat. Somo of tho advance
sheets have already appeared, and theso go
to show that tho report will_domonstrate
very clearly that the North-TWeat posscsses
abundance of coal of excellent quality, and
therefore that tho fucl probiom iy practically
selved,

According to Mr., Dawson’s roport, it
would appear that tho coal and lignites of
tho North-1Veat are of thoe tertiary age, and
not like those of the East, of tho carboni.
ferous system. Tho district which basbecn
most explored, and with tho most satisfac.
tory results, is that in tho proximity of the
Bow and Belly Rivers, extending eastwird
from tho haxo of tho Rocky Mountains to
the 111th meridian, Mt Dawson says that
tho focls in this district vary from lignites,
but slightly superior in quality to thoso of
tho Soaris region, to coals containing a very
small percentago of water, forming a stron
coke on hcating, yielding abandsnze ¢
highly lominous hydro.carbons, and pre-
ciscly resembling highly bituminous coal,
though of tho cretacisusage.

Estimates havo been made of the quantity
of coal underlying a square mnile of tarntory
in sevaral localitics.  These estimates go to
show that tho quantitics vary from 5,0%),000
to 9,000,000 tons. Theso are enormous
figures, and they shonld dissipate all necv-
ous apprihensian of a **coal famine” w
Canada for many yecars to come.  AMr, Daw-
s0n states that tho coal-bearing rocks devol.
oped 30 extensively on the Bow aund Belly
jmvers, and their tributarics, are knowa o

extend far to the north and west, thoagh up
to the present time it has bteza impossidle
to examine them at moro than a fow points.
Oa tho North Saakatchewan several scams
of lignite coal, resembling that ot tho Soaris
River region, outcrop at Edmonton. The
inoat important is about sit fect in thick.
noss, and has boen worked to soms extent
for local purposes.  Thirty miles above Ed-
mouton a much moro important coal scam
oocurs. It haa a thickness of cighteen o
twenty foet. It is of execllent quality, and
much resrmbles the *‘Coal-Baaks” coal
from the Bow River, In other parts of tha
torritory there are indications of large de-
parits, and thus the ¢ of opening ot
the Canadian North-wWest is of tho moss en-
conraging mature. Canada wmay bo com-
gratnlated upon its immenso treasares, and
ita brilliant prospecte. - Tk Scofoman.

Io overy woll Tezulated fish market the
scales havo the right of weigh,

A ass is not as good a3 mite, for alMin
has only two feet, whils a mile has fivo
thozsaad two hondred and ephiy. Shoot
%o maxim maker.

A woman who is kissed by mistakein tho
Jark always screams wad maka a great row
aboat it, but ane can wagerahoe is proveked

1 another way whoa tho man auminrnoes 2o
ofler excoros and says hs wonldn't have done
it1{ ho had known whom it was,

Tho Girl That Everybody Likes,

Sho is not beautitul—ob, nal Nolval
thinks of calling hee that.  Not cue o!{
dozen can toll whether hur cyes aro black or
blue. If yoa shoald ask thom ta descrilio
ber, they would only say: **She Is juut
right,” and therv it would end. She {-s a
merry - hearted, fun - loving, luwitching
maiden, without a spark of enry «r malico
1 _her whole compaution, S%o c1jays her-
self, and waots evaryboly elio to do the
samo, Sho hes alwaye a kind word anl a
pleasant sunle for the oldest nan or wemaas
in fact, I can think of nothiog sho regembles
moro than a sunbeam, “ﬁxch brightens
overything it comes in contart with., All
ay her marked uttention, fromy rivh Mr.
Vatts, who lives in & macsion on thy hill,
to negro Sam, tho sweop, All look after
her with an adminng oys, aod say to thene
solves: “Sho 13 just tho ripht sort of o
girl 1" Tho youny wmen of the towa vio
with ono unother as to who shall show her
tho most attention ; but she nover enconr
ages them beyond being simply kind and
jolly ; 80 no cno cau call her a flict 5 uo, in-
dood; the young niea all & ny auch an ne-nr.
tion as qul-:kl;ts she  Gul---rendarful to
relato—t-ko her, too; fcr she never delighta
iu hurting thar fecinys, or sayiog spitefnt
thinzs beohind their backe, Sno is alwaya
wxl}ﬁag to joinin their littlo plane, and ta
assist thum in any way. Thoy gs to hes
with their lovo affars, aud she murazes
adroitly to sco Willio or Peter, anl devps &
Foo‘d word for Ida cr Jeume, uutil theie
ittio diffizulties arc all patshel up, and
everythin goe.s on moothly aziin—thanks
to her,  Old ladiey say sho 1s ¢ delightiul.”
The aly wituh—sho knows how to manage
them. Sluo lutens patieatly 16 compluints
of rtheumatism or neuralgra, and thea sym-
pathizss with them &0 heartily that thoy
aro morg than hali cared. Rat zho canrot
alwaya bo with us. A young man cores
faom a neighboring town, aiter a timo and
marries her.  Tho wilagira crowd arcund to
tell bim what a pnizs fic has wen, bat ho
sceme to know it }muy well without any
tlliog, to jodge from his face. &1 sha
leaves us, and it 1s not leng before wo hear
from that place. She is thero thn wemen

overybody likes. — Chrintizn Advgeate.

Bric-a-Brac.

“Ycu onght to zeo our meon,” said tho
ioung 1ady from Texas at tho boarding-
ouss table. '* Why wo havo moonlight
nights all tho time, not jast ¢nco 10 a while
as you do here.”
Chero was a painfal silencs over this and
the empty boarder at the foot of the talde
called for moro pancakes.

“And yoa should jast sce our astarz,”
pursucd the fair astrénomer. * They aro
much larger and brighter thau yours and
:gcy 'l’ook as if thoy were jast pianad to tho
aky §

**Wo nail oore on,” said the thirsty yoath
aext to the milk pit.her, and closed tho dia-
cuaion for tho acason,

“Yor,” said he, apalogeticatly, 1 sad
tho policeman was drunk, bat dil st mean
to stato:asa fack. 1 mernly madotice ro-
mark on gezeral paaciples.”

Tho attompt £ stoal the body of th)y fas
airl who wasburiedat Baltimarethe otherday
will probably bo blamed on the printers, as
it 18 known that they are foad 0! a fa% take,
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