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dependence was upon God. The king found the
words of the psalmist true, “God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble.” Many
since have testitied to the truth of these words.

THE LESSON CLINCHED.

1. We can not reproach God with impunity.

2. God will and can make the enemy turn back,
even when he thinks he is sure of his victim.

J- It matters not how many are against us if God
is with us.

4. God sometimes gives His people a sign that
they may know of His presence.

5. God is always ready to hear and willing to
answer our requests when they are made in the right
spirit.

6. There is always a remnant in the plan of God.

A
LEssoN 8.—NOVEMBER 20, 1898.

Manasseh’s Sin and Repentance.

(Lesson Text: 2 Chron. 33: 9-16. Memory Verses. 12, 13.)
*  (Read the whole chapter.) .
GoLpEN TexT.—**If wi confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to torgive us our sins,and to cleanscus from all unrightcousness.”
—1John 1:9.

Daiy Reapixes.—Monday: A wicked son, = Chron. 33: 1-8.
Tuesday: God's judgment, a Kings 21: 10-17.  Wednesday: Man-
asseh’s sin and repentance, 2 Chron. 33: ¢-16.  Thursday’: Anger
with sin, Jer. 15: 3.7, Friday: Promise of merey, Deut. 30: 1-10,
bnlurdai: A penstent s prayer, Psa. 51 Sunday. Repentance and
return, Luke 15: 11-24.

Introduction. Manasseh, the most wicked of all
the kings of Judah, succeeded his father, Hezekiah,
He began to reign at the age of twelve, and reigned
the longest of any of the kings of Judah. His
father's good work was undone, and the king and
the people entered upon a career of crime and wick-
edness unsurpassed even by Ahaz. Baal worship
was restored, Moloch sacrifices and the Chaldean
worship of the heavenly bodies were introduced,
and to crown his crime agaiust his God an idol was
set up in the temple, and the altar and ark of Jeho-
vah removed. Describe briefly the condition of
Jerusalem during Manasseh's reign: (@) The de-
nouancing of the kiag's course by many prophets of
the Lord; (4) The persecution of the prophets and
devout Jews; (¢) The death (?) of Isaiah; (d) The
final fall of the city and the capture of Manassch.

Deyelopmernt of the lext. Place upon the board
the subject, * The Way of Forgiveness,” and the fol-
lowing outline: 1. The great wickedness; 2. The
divine warnings; 3. The terrible punishment; 4.
The humble confession; 5. The restored servant.

1. Zhe greal wickedness. Manasseh exceeded all
his predecessors in his wilful wickedness and defi-
ance of the law of God. Note some of his sins as
recorded in 2 Chron. 33: 3-S5, and 2 Kings 21: 2-9.
Note also that these sins were committed in spite of
(@) His godly paremtage; (8) The many warnings
from God (sce sec. 2); (¢) The history of the past.
Seemingly Manasseh had no excuse for his course.

2. The divine warnings. The tenth verse of the
lesson is very significant, *The Lord spake ...but
they wwonld not hearken.” The warnings to theking
were direct from God through the mouths of the
prophets, but the king and his party turned upon
them, and instead of receiving their words, perse-
cuted them even unto death. Here we note: (a)
Divine love and mercy, and (8) Human folly and
wickedness. Warnings come to us to-day in many
ways~from the expericnces of the past, from human
counsel, from known operation of law, from divine
providences. Some heed; many are like Manasseh
and the people of Judah, who *‘would not hearken.™
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3. The terrible punishment. Captivity was Man-
asseh’s punishment for disobedience. He was help-
less. He could not call ~pon God for help, for he
had turned away from Him, and the idols which he
had worshipped were impotent. Contrast the action:
of Hezekiah as seen in our last lesson with that of’
Manasseh in the present. In time of sore need the:
one turned to his God, the true God, and help came ;:
the other, because of sin, received his merited pun-
ishment, from which there was no escape.

4. The lhumble confession. In caplivity the king
had time to reflect. What great results might come
to many a sinner to-day if he would but stop in his
course and #2fnk. Manasseh realized (a) His past
folly; (6) His present need; (¢) The only source of
help; (d) The way of repentance. He humbled him-
self before God, confessed his sin, and prayed for
pardon. The prayer was heard and answered, as
all such.prayers will be. Thesc must be the stepsa
wanderer to-day must take in order to obtain the
divine pardon and restoration.

5. The restored servant. The king was finally re-
stored to his people and his throne. He at once
began to undo his former acts. Note what he
accomplished: {a) Increased the defences of the
city; (&) Destroyed the idols and altars; (¢} Re-
stored the temple services; (¢) Commanded the
people to serve Jehovah. He showed fruits meet for
repentance, but the past could never be undone, and
the nation suffered because of his wickedness. The
sinner may be forgiven, but the evil of his acts lives
on, bringing suffering to many.

Specific application. Manassehin captivity turned
to God, the God of his father, and in confession
found ““ The Way of Forgiveness.” The words of the
hymun, “Turn, ye; turn, ye; for why will ye die?”
need to be sung to-day with great persuasiveness
and power. ‘“With the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.” Seek to impress this thought upon
the class, that “The Way of Forgiveness™ is through
confession, Read in closing 1 John 1: q.

THE LESSON CLINCHED.

1. Affliclions are often blessings in disguise.

2. True repentance is always followed by amend-
ment.

3. Sinis a disease that is catching.

4. God often uses the ambition of one man to pun-~
ish the crimes of another. -

5. In order to make our reforms permanent, we
should enforce them by our example.

6. As it is almost impossible to undo that which.
we have done, it would be wiser to start right.

7. God loves to hear and answer prayer.

*A
LESSON 9.—NOVEMBER 27, 1893,

Temperance Lesson.

{Lesson Text: Prov. 42 10-1g.  Memory Verscs: 14, 135.)
(Read the chapter.)
GowveN TexT.—' My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou
not."—Lroz, 1: 10.
DaiLy Rrapings.—Monday: Temperance lesson, Prov. 4t 10-19.
Tuesday : Companionship, Prov. 13: 1-z0. Wednesday: The
mocker, Prov. 20 1.3, 'Iﬁursday: The way of sinners, Prov. 1:

+-19. Friday: A path of woe, Isa. g: 11-28  Saturday. Bad and'

good fruit, Gal. 5:16-26. Sunday: The two ways, Psa. 1.

Introduction. The Book of Proverbs, from which
the lesson for to-day is taken, is a composite book,
written by different authors and at different times.
The basis of the collection was, perhaps, Solomon's

collection, which was added to in later years. This.

book contains the condensed practical wisdom of the
ages. There is scarcely a condit'on in life which
cannot be matched with one of these proverbs.
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