THE GOOD NEWS.

beas, you must spread before them the
sufferings and death, a8 well as the love
and everlasting beneficence, of the Lord
Jesus Christ. You may measure human
tonduct by law as much as dy(m please, and
tepresent the issues of conduct as wise or
foolish; but after all, though there is a
Certain measure of truth in this direction,
that which takes hold of men, and seizes
the soul, and fills it with enthusiasm of
®motion, is that which brings before the
Mind the character of Christ as the Saviour
of sinners,

Those views which represent God as
profoun!ly concerned for man, as attempt-
Ing to rescue him, and as willing himself
to bear the pains and penalties of sin, rather
than that we should suffer, have in their
very nature a remarkable power and ten-

ency to rouss up and atfect the whole
uman soul.

Those views which represent the attrac-
tive Jove of God, burning in his deep soul
toward sinful teings, yet in sin, and work-
Ing out endlessly in endeavours to build
them up into Leauty and holiness, are ad-
Mirably adapted to influence the minds of
Men, s

These views which represent the inti-
Mate love of Christ for his dirc’ples, and

is familiavity with them, and the spiritual
communion which is begun here to- be
Consummated hereafter, discloss the whole
€conomy of God's saving grace, As mani-
fested in Christ Jesus. They have a cou-
Stitutional, and 1 might slmost say an
&verlasting relation to the feclings, to the
®ijl, to the understanding, to every part of
the human soul.

This revelation of God in Christ is a
Power compared with which there is no
Other power. It is the wirdom of God. Tt
8 the power of God unto sulvation. There
® nothing else that has such a relation to
the wants of men, or that stands so con-
"Meeted with the changing of men's feelings,
M this presentation of God as ‘manifested
M the life and sufferings and desth and
love of ('hrist.

Therefore, when the apostle said,” «1
determined not 1o know anything amorg
you, save Jesus Christ, and an) crucified,”
M avoned his faith in the stateinent that
M tke presentation of the divine nature as
Topresente:d by Christ, there is more moral

wer upon the Leart and the conecience

707

than in any other thing, and his determin-
ation to draw influences from that source
in all the work that he did.

In view of this, I remark:

1. The first requisite for preaching effeo-
tually is Christ formed in us, the hope of
%lory. We may preach much abowt Christ,

ut.no man will preach Christ except so
far a8 Christ is in him. No man can sef
forth the need of Christ that there is in
the soul, who has not felt that need in his
own soul. No man can urgently plead the
hope of salvation throngh Christ, who has
not experienced that hope in his own casa.
It i8 not enough to have a knowledge of
theology, though that is not to be despiseil.
It is not enough to know the mind of man,
though the philosophy of the human mind
is not to be despised, and is, in its place,
almost indispeusable. The secret of suc-
cess in the preaching of the Gospel is that
the preacher himsell shall have felt the
power of that Gospel. There are many
mien that by natural gifts are qualified to
stand eminent and pre-eminent above their
fellows, who, though they have a certain
kind of personal influence, exert but littla
religious influence.  And, on the other
hand, there aré many men that are com-
paratively of slender stature and small
endowments, whose life is like a rushing,
mighty wind, in regard to the influence
that they exert. The difference between
these two classes is that those belonging to
one are recipients of Chiist in their own
experience, and that Christ dwells in them
perpetunlly. The presence of Christ in
thein is the secret of their power. And
that is enough to arm a man. The poorest
man, the ‘most ignorant man, is mighty
through Ged. If his soul is waked up and
in-pired by the hope and the faith and the
love which are in Christ Jesus, he has a
power that others cannot derive from leain-
ing. from wealth, or from any other source.

It is not wmipd-power, then, nor attain-
ments, nor eloquence, nor flow of natur-l
enthusiasm, but that stiv and glow which
a genuine experience of pardon in Christ
gives, that makes a n'an an efficacious wit-
ness and teacher for the Lord Jesus Christ,
Aud I do not mean merely in the pulpit.
There is to be professional preaching; but
evory disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is
in hix way to be a preacher. Every parent
is to be a preacher to his children. Every



