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BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

and a traveler 5 an excoption. It needs good judgment
to properly seleet saleable lines for the trade
The Class of Fiction .

Although French-Cangdians aré reudily mekmg up re-
cent English govels with avidity, a goodly clientele still
favor authois like Bourget, whose “Homine D'Affaires™
A Busimess Man's, 15 well liked. M. Prevost’s works,
sach as A Lover's Confession™ (“La Confession d' un
Amant™y, “Letties de Femine,™ are i a good many fam-
lies Alphonse Daudet  has  endeared  humsell to all
Frenchmen by such Tavotites as ““Sappho,” "Rose et
Ninette, cic. A Frunce with “Eho' has won a place.
with a2 hst of over twenty books, and  Coppee,
with “Les Vraix Riches,* as well as Ardel, with *Mon
Cousin Guy,”” efe, are among the leaders

When « reeent French novel s wanted, Monleal s e
garded my il French-Canadians as the surest place to
obtain 11 With a possible eveeption of Three Rivers.
Nt Hiaciiibe gnd Rherbrooke, the recent French  fiction
stacks {hioughoul the provunee 1s infinitesial. The bulk
of sales is probably on 16, 13 and 35¢ lines, many of
which are French-Canadian reprints  The belfer class of
fiction at 9uc, m a boek hke Bourget’s cilort on *Di-
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monthly magazines, “Lectures pour Tous;" for 15c., sell-
ing 1w France at 10¢,, stands at the head-of the list. The
sales m Montreal are about 2;000- copus per month. The
postage on this monthly magazine is about 5c. and the
profit aboul 20 per cent. This magerine, like all other
French magazines, Is tmported direct {rom -publishers
without the intervention of any news company. A new
mwagazie, “Je Sais Tout,” the current issue containing
216 pages and 1,000 jUustratious, sells gt 30c. The
postage on this is 10c. per copy.  Aunother 30c. magazine
15 the monthly “Le Monde Moderue,™ which sells at 25,
in Franee. A mazagine affer-the-style-of the Anrosy is
¢ Ioman- Romanesque,” monthly, seiling at 15¢. and
costing about He. -One after the style of The Ladies’
Home Journal is “*La Femme Tiustre,” selling at 30c.

The -number of these -magazines brought into-Canada is
salmost: legion, but the -best selling general ones are those
outlined above. In addition to these a large number of
music and comic magazines are imported.  ‘Musica”™ and
“Paris Qui Chante™ are the leaders.

The -Comic Series
At least an even dozen of this_gharacter are sold in

A Fiench-Canadian-Caleche, Quebec.

voree,  reaches fairly large figuies, one store reporhing
a sale of over 150-copies.
The French-Canadiaan Magazipes

1 Camada bas-not-numeraus weeklies o montlilies of a
maganne characler, French Canada does 1ts shate at any
rate. There are-four weokly nnagazines publishiedzin Moni-
teal, “he Namedi,” et Ul Monde THesue” omic ones
retailtng al 5¢. and costing dc. stand at the bead of the
list. They do not vompare with “Judge™ ol “*Puck,”
tut have a good sale  “Le Passe Temps” 15 a werkly
tournal devoled 1o music and sells at 5¢ “he Camnl,’
tulfils the populat want for johes aud comucs and sells at
It In Sunday papers of a magazmne character, the
French-Canadian population supporis Hm-(* ““The Nalion-
alist,” “Le Bulletine” and ~lke Urox’

Imported French Magaunes

A wealth of wmagazine-literature-comes-lrom Fatis amd
teaps « lucrative sale, This 1s somewhat resineled by

the excemsne -postal tate of & per pound. Iu popular

more or less numbers, none of the sales ever reaching
phenomenal figures. Undouhtedly “‘le Rire,” “Le Sou-
rite,” “Le Pele Mele” and “Le Bon Vivant” ate the
Ieaders.  They ctontain the work of the very hest French
artisis and heautifully colored plates, and caricature the
maodern political and social life in a happy way. They all
retail at ¢ amd-cost 3}c. laid-down, -
The Future of FreachCanadian Trade

\x the reading public, ‘which at its ‘best is-always:lim-
ited, grows-larger, there js-a-growingtendeney-to-take-up
with Englisk fiction, and even now the m;‘jorityfoiiii?rcncix
bookstores sell English magazines at any rafe, and fur-
{her than this, a vast quantity of modern Franech fiction
1s peculiarly  unsuited 1o French trade  Bearing these
facts 1 mwind, the future ol the French bookstare is none
100 bright, and unless mote progréssive methods-are-used-
1t 1s doubtful il-much progress will take -plate in this Te-
spect,

L )



