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BOOKSELLING AS A FINE ART.

Y, experience tells me that your re-
marks in relation to Mr, Perey

Lund®s letter are not quite so much
to the point as usuval, imtsmuch as | have
found that most  bookbuyers, even of books
in special branches of knowledge, are often
indebted to a capable bookseller for valu-
able suggestions in regard o published
works hitherto unknown to them,

A dib-tongued salesman,’” it seems to
me, has no place as a bookseller, but a
capable and intelligent pemon with a know-
ledge of the contents of the books he sclls is
really the one thing necessary for the benefit
not only of his customers, but for the im.

4 ement and extension of what has been
~alled the ‘rdecaying business of book-
sclling.””

The salvation of the trade, if it be a de-
caying one, depends, it seems to me, on its
adoption as a profession by the graduates of
our colleges, who often find it ditficult
cnough to cater business life, and who
would bring toits conduct the intelligence
and capacity which, coupled with the know.
ledgze of the contents of books, is so neces-
sary for the good of the profession of book-
selling and for the good of the bookbuying
public.

Such ideal bookscllers I'should wish tosee
not only in the great cities, but in the larger
country towns as well, where particularly it
seems to me the bookseller’s store night
casily become the centre of the intelligence
of its community, with a powerful influence
in spreading knowledge and culture amonyg
all classes.

I have scen the decay of the bookseller
in the smaller towns with a good deal of
and believe it to be largely
due 1o a want of knowledge and intel-
gence on his part regarding the books
enquired for and the needs of bookbuy-
ers. The sale, morcover, of books in
department 7 and o dry goods T stores
inthe larger cities, so often decred by the
buooksellers and not seldom by their custom
ers as well, i~ also due very largely, Ithink,
to the same want of knowledge on the part
of hookacllers and booksellers' assistants.,

The so-called unfair competition of such
places, it scems to me, would have no terrors
for the propedy-mined and well-gualined
bookseller with a wide knowledge of his
profession,

There are such booksellers in all vur lasge
citics, as many bookbuyers know.  What is
needed, 1 think, vour remarks to the «on.
trary notwithstanding, is considerable adidi-
tion te their ranks.—-George P, Brett, in the
New York Evening ost, fune 26,

concern,

G. Mearcer Adam, well-known as a former
Canadian hook-maker, wasin Toronto lately
Mr. Adam has severed his connection with
the Appletonsin New York and has gone
to live in Chicago.

Paper

This department is complete in
every respect.

We have in stock the following
lines of

NOTE PAPER

Pure Alabaster White, 14 3w, 510, Allent
Antique Parchment

Old English Vellum
Anclent Scottish
Claudian, Pentelic
Genulne Vellum Wove
Westminster Vellum
Pirie’s Standard
Overland Linen Bank
Blenhelm White Wove
Soverelgn Extra Fine
Algonquin Cream Laid
Iroquols Cream Laid
Satin Cream Wove
Royal Sllurian
Maplehurst Society Note

In 1{-Ream Boxes, Very Artistic Wrappers

ENVELOPES

To match the above, in artistic
boxes

STATIONERY
CABINETS

Beautiful goods. Quite new styles.

WRITING
TABLETS

Great variety. New fresh goods.

COMPLETE PAPER
WAREHOUSE

All Maben, Sizen and Weighta,
Hand-Made and Linen Ledger
Bond, Linen, Vellum, Record
Cream Wove and Laid—Flat
Cover, Art and Fancy
Book and Printing-- White and

Colored
Copying. Tissue and Stereotype
Statements and Bill Heads
Note, Letter and Memo Heads
Colored Poster, Maniila and
Wrapping
Cards and Cardboards
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