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ir-riaiion. i)r. i'\[cPbeclrani staîed that these spinal
lesions wcre generally due [o a lesion on the sur-
face of one of the mucous miembranes or to a
visceral lesion.

l)r. Canmeron coincided wvitli ibis view, wh'ilc on
tbe other baud Drî. Grabian did not believe tbe
actual cause or lesion could always be discovered.

W Mhy shoulci a blister relieve the syrnptorns if the
inucous membranes were the seat of trouble, unless
indeed, it rnight possibly act througbi the blood,
wvbere, after ail, tlie truc seat of the lesion. mighît be."

GOVERNMEN

Diphtheria at the Institution for'the Blind, Brant-
ford.

'l'le following is al)stracted froin the interestinTb
r6t reortof hisintitution, in wbhich the physi-

cian, W. C. Corson,ý M.D, reports the details of the
outbreak of diphtberia. whicb took place iii i886-

87 :-
"The spectral presence of a conîagious and fatal

disease, projected wvithout warning mbt a community
of young children, %%vas sufflcienîly appalling when
ail the possibilities w'ere considered. Tt wvas at
this junicture that yourself, as In-spector, and Dr
iBryce, Provincial Secretary of the *Board of Healtb,
-%as surnniioned t0 our aid by telegraph. l3y your
prompt arrivai the saine evening, we hiad the benle-
fit of Dr. ]3ryce's excellent counsel, not oniy in -re-
gar to the treatment of sick childrcn, but in
suggres,'ingc tbe best precautionary niesures to
prevent the furîher spread -of the disease, and in
investioyatin- the cause of the epiclenic. Dr Bryce
kinclly approved -of the trealmient entered upon,
but advised- anl additional reinedy, inhalation of
-îearn, miedicated by turpentine and carbolic acid.
'Flic apparatus for theý generation -of steaml wvas mii-
imediatcly externpori'zed, but ail our efforts, though
of the mlost etiergýetic nature, olintrsu h

lad Alexander, for lie succiimbed t0 the diseas._ the
following, nioringi. 'l'le two remnainiing boys, aged
about tenl ),cars, w~ere now struggling bieroically Nvith
the clisease in a severe formi,l afid thoügb both 'vere
delicate'iii appearance, )'et they niaintained ilîcir
*rolund agalist uneVen odds, and were fmnally
brouglit safely tbrougli.

'l'le 'next on the list wvas a feniale servant', emî-
plôyedorn the boys' s idc, whose attack .pr.oved .îo

Wiîh reference 10 the dieignosis of tiese.cases,
Dr. Oldrighit belicved it ver), dificult to miake a
correct classification. 'Spinal irritation igbyt even
be conifoundecid witb pleurisy. J-e citedl tN'o or
three cases that biad. corne uncier bis own observa-:
lion wbiere paralysis biad :.beelî one of tbe later
syniptorns of Ibis disease.

Referri'tg( 10 teatment the use of the galvanic
current ivas strongly emipbasized.

iT REPORTS.

be 'nild iii character, conifining lier 10 bier bcd for a
few days only.

'Other cases now occurred, iii quick succession,
sucb as the young feniale nurse, engaged from the
J. H. Stratford Hospital, w~ho escaped with'a brief
illness3. Then followed a boy, a coniipani-ui of the
l)oy Alexander, whose case, tbough somewhat pro-
ionged, was nev'er the cause of serious anxiety.
Tliere tben ensued a considerable period of rest
wihout niew manifestations of the epidernic, ind
we began t0 grow confident ibat '%'e biad seen the
last of ou- .enemy. Thus far, it will be observeci,
tbe disease bad been -confine d t0 tbe maie side of
the bouse, anid as a preventive mieasure ail comn-
munication between the twvo wvings liad been as far,
as practicabl bicroken off. But our bopes re-
ceived a. rude shock, for just one morntb fromi tbe
convalescence of one of the littie boys above
naiwed, bis yourIg sister N«as ýsIIddeII~y prostrated
by dipliîberia. A wveek previously tbe tivo children
had been allowed to corne togetbier, but not, 'of
course, until a thorougbi disinfection of tbe b.y.,,sý
ciothing ai-d, person, had been accornplisbed.
Whether tbe disease Nvas co mnii:unicated in Ibis
way inust rernain aimalter.of conjectu.re,. I under-
stand Dr. Bryce behieves it -possible, but if that
tbeory be correct, wbit may, be asked, did not
this boy communicate tbe disease 10 so.me or other
of bli s companions witb %vbom bée 'as continually

Sornething rnor.- than a passing reference sbould
be. imade 10 he case of this little girl, -on accounit
of her. rernarkable recovery, fromn what seerned cer-
tain death, and by w'hich we learn tbe lesson neyer
to relax our, efforts to save our patients as, long as
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