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sanity in one but fait ta, do so ln another. The basis of insanity is an
.cssential or acquired nieurosis, and by neurosis is meant an abnarmai
tendency ta react too readiiy ta the surroundings. This neurotic condi-
tion may be iniierited, or it may be acquired by causes leading ta brain
exhaustian.

The lecturer then gaes on ta state that insanity is flot necessarily a
case of disease. He regards the teaching that ane must retura ta itealthi
ta return ta natural ways af mind is nat alwvays truc. Ta put it
anather way, there are insanities due ta faulty evalution, as well as ta
dissolution of a nervaus organism previaus1y normal. There is na definite
entity which can be considered the cause af insanity, and there is no
definite set af symptams alwvays assaciated wvith conduct which must be
looked upon as mad. ,While every resuit must have a cause and c.very
action must have éits nervous equivalent, there may be many reiatianstips
betwveen tissue and function, inconvenient and even inconsistent with tiýe
stability of social life, and that are flot due ta any generative pracess.

When we consider the effects of dissolution in the nervaus systemn,
it becames apparent that when the highest functians are impaired or lost
the lawest ones are freed from contrai. With slight lass of mental power
there may be inability ta, decide; and if this advances it becomes the
insanity of doubt. This Jack of decision mnay go so far as ta endanger
life. Another event in dissolutionai insanity ks early impairraat, af
memory, or, in acute cases, confusion af memory. Lack of contrai over
onc 's actions is anather feature. The persan is liable ta be easily im-
posed upon by suggestions from autsidc regardiess of the cansequences.
H-e may flot be able ta contrai his owvn suggestions. This losý of contrai
may be very slight and cause much difficulty in deciding the true nature
of the case, and yet the pergon's domestic life is wrecked because af the
loss of the power of adaptation.. These are social misfits. Whcn the
higher contral is last what is left and normai may act, and the persan
may recagnize that his acts are perverted and nat be able ta carrect them.

This process af dissolutian is usuaiiy slaw. In seniiity the conditians
are of slow formation, but the effects m.yb hwnrte sudnya
thc result of soie stress. Thus, acute manifestations may be impianted
upon a chronic candition. Taxic agents may act upon the nervous sys-
temn so as ta give risc ta dissolutians that are acute or fairly sa. The

effects of alcohol, the toxins of disease, life in unhealthy climates, are
weil known as factars in the causation of acute dissalutions, when the
subjective life becomes very act#ive, but there is a lack of registcring
power, sa that when the perscn recavers he may have na remembrance
of ail he said and did. Ia epilcpsy there is an instance of complete dis-
-solution down ta, ioss of consciousness and muscular power.


