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CONSERVATIVE SURGERY.

Dr. Wayno Griswold, of Cireloville, sends tho following caso
1o the Western Jou'mnt of Medicne

Deeember Sth, 1868—1Vas ealled to sco Miss W.  Whilo hold:
ing & clucken for her brothor to kill, a misdireeted blow of his
hatchot cut off tho ond of hor thumb, taking the entiro nail,
atont onc-third of tho first phalanx and tho entire ball of the
thumb.  On asking for the picco of thumb, thoy informed me
that ip was rolled wp in a cloth, out in a cotd room, and that it
had been ono hour and threo minutes (by tho clock) sinco the
accident. Tho mother was in great tribulation at the prospect
of a deformed thumb for hor young daughtor, and the daughtor
wags 5till moro worned for fear sho would not be able to play
octaves on the pano.  After waslung tho thumb in warm water
till it bled froely, and warming the pieco in the samo mannwr, it
was placwl as pear 1o position as posuble, and sceured by ad-
hesive straps.  Lefl orders to wet the thumb (in & warm, wesk
solution of carboliw aeid 1 wator) overy few hours.

On the third day removed the dressing.  The parta adhered,
but the nail luohed bluo and the sk whito and dead.  Dressiog
continued.

On sixth day, rerioved tho dead skin, and with it the pha
langeal bono.  Tho ball of the thuinb lookcd like a piceo of fresh
beof sovered with purulent matter  Fourd, by examining witk
a glisy, = now nail growing.  Continued the carbolic acid dress-

ing.

& The old naul camo ofl 1n hfteen days, leaving the thumb per-
feetly natural, cxcopt a httle flatness of ball from loss of blood.
Thero is not & scar to mark tho place whero the thumb wa
injured,  Now skin formed from tho stump up over tho ball
smooth as it over was.  Tho mothor was left to rejoico that her
daughter had no thamb deformity, and was again ablo to plsy
the piano as well as she did bofore the injury.

Suits AOAINST Puysictans.—It scems as if thero were.at
opidemzc influcnco prevaiting just now, by reason of which the.sé
suits aro unusually frequent.  So far, tho profession has main-
tainod 1ts ground, as in tho case lately decided in favor of Dr.




