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Their conchions t heir own 'or is that" the gravid
organism aad t. poisonus end produets o its metabolism, or
at least, it is inelined to b orlo ded with lih saine, as iLs blood serum
is mor toxic han that the rongravid and the urine positivelv less
poisön The c pt serui is also more posonous than
that i th al parturient yet l some cases it produces a specifie
action upo thei1 ney.

Te urIle at the time of the creased toxicity of the blood scrnm,
h tte stao of convulsion is le poisonous than that of the

normal., Theeis odoubt that this toxicity is due to a retention of
soe nriary substance;"

They furthermore state that this substance has a specitic action upon
the kidneysý producing hwimoglobinuria.

Now what isthe natur f this substauce They say " Pathology
has directed our attention to grave 1esions i t ie liver et the eclaImiptic
pe and hence it is lot impossible that a disturbnce of its function
is éonnected ith it. Experimental patholog furthermore teaches us
that the i ver plays an important irt lu tc chanr >f the produlcts of
an interuediate nietabolisn .

Noy this irnterinediate substance that they point at is caramibie
cid-an interîiiediate state of urea. This. substance has been found in
he urine of animals whose livers were extirpated. They exhibited toxic

symptoms and soon epileptic convulsions supervened.
It was donc in this way. An Eck's fistula was established in a dog.

liis consisted in establishing a permanent communication between tho
portal vein and the inferior vena cava. Thus the liver was shut out of
the circulation by tying the bepatic artery and portal vein.

When the dog was fed on simple diet and kept up a fair appetite his
body weight was maintained, but when lie was fed on an excess of
proteid food be very soon fell into convulsions. Under these conditions,
when the liver was removed the urea was found to be very much reduced
in quantity in the urine, and the anmonia salts correspondingly increased.

It is, moreover, proved by some St. Petersburg investigators that if
the blood in dogs pass fron the gastro-intestinal tract directly into the
venous circulation without first passing tbrough the liver, meat in any
form eaten as a diet will cause disturbance of the nervous system which
frequently leads to death. These results have been found the sane if
ammonium carbamate be introduced into the circulation.


