18 GLEECAL LRETURE.

fal emrs e ofiss commitied, ersoes whish may readily be avaided by
auking the mont signifoant symptoms by the most direct modes of in
‘vestigation, withont yislding to personal repagnances on the opposition
wof mistaken or simalated modesty.

But this quick method has its perils, and wo should always seek to
corobcerate and confirm its results.

A girl of 18 years, of feeble habit, says that her catamenia have been
abwat for seroral months ; the hand detests & circamacribed globglar
tamor in the hypogastsinm. We say that the girlis enceiote. An hour
afterwards, a copions discharge of uriue, and the pregnancy has vanished !
Chlorosis alone remains. This is one of the humiliating errors that may
be incurred in following the ready method, without looking for comfir-
mstory evidece of the diagnosis. The touch would have betrayed the
disended bludder.

Notwithatanding theso restrictions, cautions, and illustzations, the
pedants will bo swe ¢o oritigise these essays towards simsplification. I
alrsady hear the sccusations of prestidigitation, of a desire to dassle our
public, ete.  Ireply that there are two ways of throwing dust in the syss
of the vulgar. Ove consists in being always ready with sn infallible
disgnosis, Our reader must judge whetber my plan appertains to thia
Juggling system. The other way is to pump & poor patient complately
<1y, to dismect him to bis ultimate fibre, apropes of a whitlow ar & sare
throat, in order to assume the airs of sarnpulons, profound, exact sienee,
Chemistry and the microsecpe have lent a now impulse to this industrial
method, which experience aud common sense will some time reduos toits

troe valuo.  The inaolence of ordinary practitioners is insompatible with
-all this parspheroslia; as the majority of physicisns will only employ
simple weapons, we should try at lesst to furnish them with those that
an well tampered.

I fear that I shall share in the abuse showered on those poor manwuals,
which bave at least the merit ofteaching something to-thoss who would
otherwise know nothing. 1shall be accused of wishing to* lower the
_standard of sagnirennent,” the time-honored phease, and of compromising
the dignity of our art in placing it within reach of the indolent, the
stupid, and even the outsiders, etc. I shall cats little for snch reprosches.
My atiempt at simplification of diagnosis is the result of extended prac-
ticsl observation, of investigations carefully and )aboriously maiured,
combined, and aranged, so as to offer to practitioners the quintessence
of the mass of materials heaped up in verbose and voluminous treatises,
which embarrass the student and practitioner almast as much s they
help him. Iseek to substitute positive medicine for exact medisine.



