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care requires individuel study and in some respects special training,Ho succeeds best who knows bow Ici bring this to bear on thos(placed under lis charge. A system of education b bec completEshiould provide for the varieties to be found in buman nature, but in
isiactice generai results only can be boped for ; and bappiiy tihe mas!can be tisus dealt witb, if some individuals should at times suifer.In some countries, Germany especiaiiy, the State takes the matterof education into its own hand ; and from the primery schooi to tbeuniverSity, everytbing is controlîed br the State. In France it isalmost the same thing, excepting that compulsory education is noltihe rule but tie great Lyceums -tise public sehools of Francefoiiowing the prîmery scbools-afford education to the great massof the people et a moderato rate. Tbe Goverament control is sc-,rigid, tIsaI the very speeches delivered by the presiding authorities
at a public distribution of prizes must be subnsitted in edvanco tctihe proper Goveramental office, la Engiand Stete aid is providedfor primary oducation, and the Govrament grants require that
certain resuits sbouid be forthcoming. 1 hold that in ail sucb casescompulsory education must follow. If the Stete lakes upon itseif tosay that public education 15 50 essential to the generai welfare that
property must be taxed to provide for the education of the people,then the rights of tbe individual merge in tbe State and compulsion
should ho brougbt to bear to enforce the attendance of tbe children,
otherwise the action of the State la ono.sided by obliging men topay for State advantages wbicb the State negleets to enforce. It is
constently mainteined Ibat Englishmen bave a birth rigbt priviiegeof family Government free from State dictetion, but it must be self-evident that this must give way wlien the State doclares that thegeneral weifare demands the education of each of its members IaEngiand, bowever, there is, epert from or ratberbesido Ihis State
aid to education, a large freedom la theo general education of the
people. Publiceand privete scbools abound in every direction ; thoseof a publieicaracter based on endowments created by lerge-minded
mon of prosent or bygone times. A parent bas oniy to wetch care-fuiiy the bonI of bis cbiid's mind, and ho will flnd no difflcuiîy inboing able to place bim wbere bis natural bias wiii have free scope
for its development. The groat universities reccignise the same
principlo sinoferng rowards and the priviiege of graduation to mon
of widoly différent mental pursuits. We in Canada-and speeking
generaily, of the Province of Quebec-also contribute State aid, not
to primary schools only, but Ici the whole educational system of the
country, requiring as regards tbe primary schools, thet the contri-butions of the people shahi e commensurate witb their wents, andlimiting the aid granted to the fulfilment of tbe conditions laid-
down. We have, however, one tbing wanting la Ibis enforcement of
the compuisory principle, and we try to achieve the resuit of univer-
sal education by the collection of school foes from femilies whether
using the common sohools or not. The principle, as we aIl know,
<loes not work. Scbooi focs are sometimes not collected et al, andlarge numbers of parents systematically neglect the sending 0f Iheirchildren to sehool. If we are Ici keep pace with other nations ; if
ive are to ho true to ourselves, e change must bo made-and thatsoon-so that tIse coming goneration may be chie 10 bold ils owa la
the great race of the world. But to have good schools we require
good teachers, and a good teecher, as you ladies and gentlemen very
well know,' is a ".rara avis," even in these days of special training.
Your discussions la convention-your mutuel record of experiences,
of difficuities, trials, diseppoinîmoents, bopes and successes-are al
greet beips to increasing the eficiency cil the toaching body, andthereby of its influencing sciciety. You may ho assured of the hearty
sympathy of ail right tbinking persons, who know how 10 appreciete
your patience, your good temper, your cheerfulness and, aboyeaail,
your absolute justice and rigbt standard of principle in doaling withthe wonderlul lithoe worid around yciu. It bas been seid over and
over egain Ihat the art of the teacher is shciwn, flot with the good
and quick student, but witb the duli, the impatient, the 1dle and,aye, evon witb the viicius cbild. Encouragement and ropression,
the inculcation of habits of perseverence, and the gentle resîraining
of thse 100 eeger for heaith's sake, the implenting a spirit of ambition
la tise duil mmnd, and the cheekizig the excess of the saine quality lathose of opposite tendency; the raising the tome cii those oif untrutbful
nature, and tbe cultivation and strengtbing ci the moral charecler.AIl these and the otiier incidentai dulies of the teecher's office meke
the pursuit ciao of very great mental and even of physicel tbu, and
yet et the saime Lime of surpessing interest. I need nol, I am sure,
dwell on the great necesslty of exemple, as well as precept, la yciur
]ives. I bave known ominont mon eplit on Ibis rock. The life of a
teaciser is a more important education then any amount of learning,whetber taughî from books or hy word oif mouths; and the truc teacher
will nover lose sigbt cif the fact that bis duty is not iimited 10 Ihe
teacbing of language la figures, but extonds 10 the higher quelitiesof the mind and Uhe soul, la which latter points exemple is e botter
guide Ici order and truthfulness than amy book doctrine, bowover
exeited the namne of the author, I hope Ici flnd tise discussions on
the various subjects tbet will ho brought before you conducted wiIb

*decorum and courtesy. We may reasonably expect great difterence;e of opinion, but these may be held wvith the most perfect sincerity,se and yet with a (lispiay of gentieness and courtesy towards those whon hoid opposite views. I bel ieve your conventions have always been;s remarkable for tho good taste to say the ieast, exhibited in yourr. discussions, but we ail know that it is often biard, when men feel,r strongly, always to keep within bounds wben urging their views. Iiewould recommend to you that you should in your profession bcIsgoverned by the same principles which have in generai guided theýtprofessions of the Clergy and the Bar. With these it is enougbi toýebe a clergyman or a barrister to engage the sympathies of profes-
i sionai brethren. Avoid inter-professionai jealousies ; bc ready to aidoand sympathize withi one another in ail your work. You iv*li thensraise a healthy tone within your body, and increase the respect feit
o for vou outside.

à I would aiso cali your attention to a means not inuch used hither-,to, but which mîght be used to produce practical discussion on thesdifliculties of your office. The press is the greatest of miodern leversDfor acting on soaiety. Use the press more and more whien you havetinformation to gain, doubts to solve, experience or advice to give,sticcessful resulis to chronicle. You have aiready a speciai news-ipaper pubiiished by the Department of Public Instruction, throughwhich ail this may be donc. i3y your exertions make this paper theecho of your minds, and in aill iterary discussion avoid the acr*-smony which too oflen accompanies professional correspondence3There is a great danger in being abte to write or speak sarcasticaliy'Sarcasm, as I need not inl'ormi you is aweapon of such keeness that3it requires to he uisod with the greatest care. The razor, unless skil.ifully used for its legitimate purposes, wvill oflen inflet a gash onhim who tises it. Your motto shouid be"1 Faith, Hope and Charity."~Faiffi in the resuits of a conscientious disoharge of your duty. Hope3that you may bc found equai to the work you have undertaken, and1and that your Faith niay not be misplackd Charity, or the spirit.of love tewards your pupils and bretbren, without which no worktcan be properly or successfully undertakon.
At the close of the President's Address soveral spéakers expressedetheir gratification at ;vhat tbey biai lieard, and their conviction thatithe information which Mr. Herieker bad so usefully given and tIhe>counsels uttered by hlmi, could not fail to he bighly appreciated,bothi by those present and by the larger nuniber outsido wbo niightafterwards peruse bis remarks in print.
Professor Mcgregor read a most interestingr paper tibout the

TRAINING 0F TEACHEISS.

The paper was an elaborate testimony of the usefulness and emi-nent superiority of Normai Schooi over academies. He preferredthe former for their speciai fitnoss in the training of teachers and thegreat advantages derived by thom. Normal School training ini theexperience of the Board of Protestant Schooi Comîqiissionners hadbeen a great succoss. Ho citod cases of the quaiity of the educationalabilitios possessed by the leacher who had left Normai sehools. Ifproof were wanting he could say that sehool trustees wore willingt0 pay from $100 to $150 a year more to toachers who had a NormalScbool dipioma. Out of the 10 1 teachers in Montroal 90 had diplomas
from this sehools.

Mr. Andrews, the weil known elocutionist, being cailed on bythe President, gave a reading. by wbich aIl present were vory muclidelighited. The subjeet of it was "lA night i vt the baby,"Mr. Colby, M P., Stanstead, P. Q., next gave his experience of bisschooi teaching days, and congratulated tihe President upon lusadmirable address.
Principal MacVicar (Potsdam,, N.Y.,> next referred to Mr. Mc-Gregor's able paper, with the wîews of which he sympathized to alarge extent. H e held the work of a sohool teacher ic be a mission-ary work of the bigbest importance, and in earnest language appeal-ed to them to put their whole souls into their vocation.
After anotîser most amusing reafing by Mr. Andrews, in verse,the meieting adjourned until to-morrow (Friday.i

Morninq Session, Oct 121h.

Afler the ustial routine, the Rev. T. ' Y'es wvas called uipon bythe President to read bis paper on IITise teac/ing of RaturaliJlistor*y.We hope to procure a copy of Mr. Fyles' very interesting and judi.cious exposition of the value of natural bistory as a subject forinstruction in scbools, and of the best modes of teaching it, inorder to present it in Tuli to our readers in a future number of theJournal of Education. Hle seiected bis illustrations cisiefi y fromcollections of Canadien insects-speci mens preserved by himseif andsent round for inspection by the audienco-heautiçuiîy erranged
according to genera and species.

In the disc-ussion which ensued, Dr. Baker Edwards spoke in lsigbternis of Mr. Fyles' paper, and of Naturel History generally as abrancb of schooi instruction.
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