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From place of growth.
Madeira,. . 7 percentyand Is. to per gal.
Allotherkinds, 7 per cent, and 6d. stg. per gal.

These duties were azun tinkered i the Jast session of Parha-
ment, but as vur comparison of unports will not embrace 1816,
we need only remark for the information of our rowders thut the
provincial dmi' was then attered to 10 per cent and 8d. per gal.
on all wines, the Impenal duty remaining as before,

We shall now compare the importations from 1839to 1811, and
from 1843 to0 1845, respeetively, requesting our readers to bear
in mind, what we have already shown, that during the latter, the
duty was considerably higher than duringthe fovmer period -

1839, . . 392,991 aals. 1813, . . 218,668 anls.
1840, . . 310,850 « 1844, . . 393825 ¢
1841, « . 214,721 ¢ 1815, . . 2562 ¢

918,671 67,055

Avornge, 306,223 aals. 289,018 aals.
Thus during the first period the average importation

per year was - - - - 304.223 gals.
And during the sccond orly - - 2018 «
Showing a falling off of - - 17,205 <«

Or nearly sia per cunt on the importation of the first period ! And that
too notwithstaiding the increase of populauon and wealth which
are known to fave taken place duning the second penod ! To what
then are we to ascribe thisfalling off, knowing, as we do, that the
average prime cost of wine in the pluceof produrtion was not mean-
while enhanced? We hold that we are justified in attributing it
to the increased duty--there being no otier obvious cause sufficient
to account for it; and tnerefore we hold it to be manifest that our
commerce ir these important articles has been erippled and restrict-
ed by injudicious legislation, in other words, hy founding our fiscal
regulations on erro- neous principles. Let us hope then that every
individual intercsted in the wellare of his country will sccond the
exettions of the Fiee Trade Association to obtain the necessary re-
forms in the system in question. The Legislatare will probably
meet in February, and we wonld snggest to every constituency
in fown and country to hold a public meeting (at which their 1¢-
presentatives, if possible, should be present) to express their views
in urequivocal terms, respecting the allerations required in the
Provincial Taniff, and also with respect to the Navization Laws,

The Boards of Trade throughout the country should also be up
and doing. They have already memorialized Her Majesty tespect-
ing the Navigation Laws and the Diflerential Duties ; and as to the
latter, Her Majesty and the Imperial Parliament have already pra-
ciously responded hy inviting us to do away with thom. In'refer-
ring thus, however, to the Boards of Trade, we must he allowed
Fomtedly to except the Board of Trade of Quebec. From it nothing
135 yet appeared worthy of wmetchants of the present day notdo
we think that anyihing ean be expected from it but what i+ zelfish,
narrow-minded, and full of prejudice. The other Beards o Trade,
therefore, should, we conceive, be the more active in order ty coun=
teract the mischievous inflacnce which its erroncous views may
possibly exert upon the non-mercantile members of our Provincial
Legistature.

A high duty now rests up-n every individual in the colony—that
of expressing his views publicly and openly upon the smomentvus
questions about to engaze the atiention of the Legislatuie.  Let there
be no shrinking frou this responsibility.  Let the humblest as wall
as the highest ia the land take pride in forming and cxpressing an
op:nion upon these momentous questions, viz, :—

1. The revision of the Provincinl TanfT;

2. The Free Nuvization of the St- Lawrence s and

3. The Repeal ar makification of the Britioly Nuavigation Laws so
far as Canada is coneernced !

At the pre ent eni-is, Canada crpecls eve ry mua to do his dulu.

The Free-Trade Association will continue to do tieirs w pite
of every obotacle, and in & few day - will add to vhat thiey kave
already contributed Ly placiug beiore tie couniry a2 well-dimested
Tariff schiene, fouaded on the nearest approvimation 10 Free-
Trade principles which the systein of mdirect taxation will
admit of.

Mc:mume,.\ve recommend our Free Trade brethiren through-
out the province to organize in order 1o give full effect to the
expression of thier opinions.

BEAUTIES OF CUSTOM 1IQUSES.

. The following letter affords a_striking i lustration of the lose,
inconvenience, and ultimate discontent, that aitead a rigid Cus-
tom-House systera.  The poor man who lost lus appies may well
utter a feryent prayer,that * ficedun of tiatlic and goat-will shall
soon_prevail over the intellizen: commercial world.”?  The Pro-
vincial duty of 6d. a bushel which is levied on apples, is oue of
those trifling affairs which contribute scarcely ans thing 10 tiva ie-
venue, but occasion much lossand inconvenience to the importers.

CTHE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

—

1t throws impediments in the way of a trade which, if left to
itself, would furnish the means of subsistence to hundreds i—
{'T'o Tue Lintror of Tug Grose.) Toronto, Dec. 7, 1846.

Sir,—It has aflorded me much graufication to read from tune to tune,
in your ably conducted journal the exposure ade of the msmanageinent
in most of 1he public deparinents i these Provinees, but more particu-
larly the capricions and nefanons system of conducunyg that of the Custoin
Huouse ; and from having beew a severe sufferer by the judiflerence to
their duiies displayed by the oflicers at thus port, I can vouch for the
correetness of your late remarks as applied to them, from dear-bought
eaperience, especrally 1 a transaction which took place last year.

I had for several previous scasons biouglit over a cargo of American
fruit for this market, and, as nsual about the close of the naviganon,
last fall, (1843,) 1 brought across a careo (ex Enterprise) ofas tine apples
as over came into Toronto harbour, which 1 forthwih reported 1 the
usnal manner at the Custom House,—got the Surveyor's pertt,~-and
had the frmt discharsed from the vessel into sture, when 1 was forbid
by Mr. Roy from parung with a single apple, unul every barrel was
cmpuicd over in las presence, a procecding which never occurred 10 me
before & sull this tnght have been wil very well, iad T Leen able to pro-
cure Mr. Roy’s atteadance, who secmed fiom his manaer to commaad ut
the Custom House,—and who was the ofiicer, I was toll, appuinted to
look into such matters.  But alihouah I steadily travellzd from day to
dav, fr m the sture to the Lxcise-oflice, it was barely poaable to get this
official (st:znwe a3 1t may appear to some), to condescend even o speak
tome. Inthe mean tune I had sold all my apples, and had the barrels
open ready for 1nspection, when a most severe speil of fiost set w, and
what with the exposdie to i, and the uliinate deday, and bruis ng, from
the tossing the apples from one barrel to anotlier, I lost more than two.
thirds of my entire vessel load.

Now, had Mr. Ray on the part of the Crown, acted like any man with
preteusiong to business habits, had gone into Lis duty at auce, [ wauld
have to-day been a richer man by oue hundred poutuls, currency, about
the amount T hoew I lost at the tine, not taking into acrount what [
conld by this time have miade of the money, and the great inconvenience
it has caused me, for I do assure you it has fallen very heavy upon me,—
whoam a puorinan, as one instauce amongst the wmany others, of the
manner I was made to sufer.  Mr. Post looked at the fruit, and was xo
satistied with its superior quality and saundaess, that he at once purchased
of me fifteen barrels, cash, ata goad price, fur his household vse for the
winter ; and I instautly went In pursuit, azain and again, of Mr. Roy,
who did not make it convenient to come, alter repeated promises of just
to bo on the sput immediately.  When ere the next morning, by his ne-
glect, my beamiful apples were every barrel of them completrly destroyed
by the frost, and tatally unfit for Me. Post’s purpose; for you must un-
derstandl I could have had my apples all delivesed, and they were not in
a situation where they conuld be protected from such severe weather. 1
was, from these cirenmstances, forced to dispuse of my carge partly
to the huxters at any price they cho e to oifer me, but the greater
portion, 1 had to throw inte the Bay. T was advised to apply to
Mr. Stanton, in order to see if he would recommend the duty to be
returned (o me, who, after consulting with Mre. Roy in my pre<ence,
and detaining me for a considerable time, told me ¢ I might eo.” I «aid
what? Noathing!  *That’s yanr answer,” he alled. 1 considered this
hard—very hard indecd —that the two men who I knew to Le the cause
of «l my misfortunes to treat me so Gnuzreaciously ; and afier smne days
brouding aver my sorrons and losses, I resolved to petition the Guvers
nor General, and accardingly forwacded one to His Excellency, to which,
atter a delay of several months, no answer was received.  Tagain petition.
ed for redress, both times simply fur a remission of the duties 1 bad paid,
yet na netice was taken of my supplications.  Oo remarhing tony Ageat
1y surprise that the Governur did nat notice my petitions, (o my great
astonnshment Le informied me that all such petitions were sent badl, to the
Custam-huuse for ansuwer.  So the last resource I now understamd have
left, is to bring my cose befure the Provincial Parhament, throush soms
independent member, and whieh T am geiting prepaced fur sext Sesstan
Tu the end, ¥ confess T have latle hope of redees, but 1T do trust toat
¢ fees trade” will very soon drive theso obpnxmus vipers from our -
baurs, and that freedum of trafie and good witl, shall prevail over this jue
telligent conmercial world, auad that these wotdd-be gentlemen who hold
othe shiall be tanght a lessan to nake them understand they hold ther
sitaations, amnl recerve thesr pay tram, and for Hehoof of the pablic inter-
Cats, ¢ fur the purpase of h.r.“nr:lin;g aml not for ruining the pursnils. of
the L teader,— and wbov e all tungs (of the Goverament conaot be cartied
on withonut the Custem-house revenues for a year ot two to come,) it s
the carnest prayer of every one, that a change of its servants will early be
made at this station. T am ant the only individual who hasbeen deterred
from making theie usual fall specolations i fruit this scasang i deed had
T sofjected mnywelf 1o the same vexativas procsss, and ncurred such
annther scrious lise, T wanld have been a totally ruined man; as it
i 1 am not near aver my last year's troubles, caused by the Cus-
tom-house mode of doing business  The complaint, teo, is genes
ral amang the peopic nll along the eppasite side. not of the steicte
ness of oue exeisemen, but that at this port they are so uncivilly and
rudely used by Hler Majeste'’s hatbour officers when they come across to
deal with us;—snrely the Gevernment can nevee permit this,  Is it our
iaterest that men i autherity should place abstructions in the way of
commnerce with our ncizhbours? In conclusion, Mr. Editor, I shall
ouly way, thit this kind of «ystem creates muach more dissati=faerion than
you are possibly avare of, and we may have sent out hiere Governar
Generals with the very best intentions 1o do goml, bt unlee they make
Justice be dune between the poor man and the wuthoritics, their cffurts
will prove totally fruit'ess,

I remain, with respent, Mn. Eptvog,
Your most obedient servant,
SAMUEL LAW,
Master and Oucner of the Schooner Ilighlund Chicf, of Toronto.




