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feararo -tioso -told througli dread afin-

jury, cither in persan, oestato, or characer.
Trhis lie was told by Cain, wvhon God asic-
cd hitm for his brother, saying, Whoe is
ho 1I ana lho sala, 1 luiow not. I3y the
Gibeunites, ivhen they came ta Jashua ini
disaiso by Peter, whon lie donied bis
Master, and afterwards disse1 nbled. Lies
of inzerc.st are ld ta acquiro or rotain
proporty, faver or onploymeont. Titis lia
ivas tld by Gehazi, %vhon lie wvnt after
Nanman ; by Ananias and Sapphira, when
they kopt back part of the lirice of the land
they liad sold. Lies of couvenienUe ara
those told ta promate trouble or imagined
difficulty. Thîis lie ivas tald by the Jews,
wlhen Christ asked them, Whonce wvas
the baptism of John 1 Undor this hoad
cama ail those fa'lso excuses wasters and
mistresses givo their visiters througli :ho;-
servants, and their acquaintancs, persan-
ally, when they meet them. Lies of ma-
lignily are thase ivhich are tald with bitter-
ness of haart, with design ta ibjure in cha-
racter, !persan, or estate, those against
whoir they are uttered. Thase of this de-
scription were commîtted by the iews,
wvhen thoy maliciously accused Christ of
being a Samaritan, having a domon, being
insane, a violator af Gad's laws, and an
enemy of Coesar. Lies of this sort are
pramulgated when attempts are made ta
blast reputation in any form, ar by what-
over mens. Lies of ivantonness ara tald
ta gralify a depraved taste, a wvickcd heart,
and with perfect disrogard ta flic feelings of
;ho party aggrioved. Lies of this class
%vere utterod by the .Jews, wlien tlîey gra-
tutiously charged the people wvith ignor-
ance of the law, and îvith being eursed,
and whlîn thoy chargea Christ with guilt
becauise hn slightod their traditions. Au-
other class of convonient lies is fouad irl
ihe condtict of those parents and teachers
wvho endeavor ta subordinate their children
aad pupils by falso threats and tiollow prom-
iss This is mast detestable in any a
inai creature, as the heaven-appointcd
guardians and teachers of the tender and
inoxperienced yautl, became the panders
of their desti uction. Yet, awvful and ruin-
ous as this crime is, little 'notice is taizen
of it, andý many arc daiiy committing it
without appearing ta knaw that it is a
crime. By it, however, the foundation is
laid deeply in yauth for unblusliing false-
hood, and those î"ho are flics taught ivill
net fail ta try théir accomplisbiments on
their touchers, and itis a righteaus retribu-
tian af heaven they should. Wlion the
fauntain af private and public mow~als is
thus posianod by those who set ta watch it
what may we expect from those whose set
purpose is the probtration of ail marais,
that nothing ncay cantrast with the biait.
ness o i hir character ! Lies of benevo.
lence are the cancoalment af trat, or the
ulterance of falsehoad thraugh féar of giv-
ing pain ta thec hcart, or daing injury ta
the system af the aflictud. This is oftcn
dane in lasses, aidl age, siekaess, dcath. -
Friends and consolers en-deavar ta cheer
biccding heurt, crustied %vith many griefs,
hy tolling lies of' bcnevoience, as they can
find no truth that will answer their purpose,
and fcel unwilling ta sen them sufler with.
,out au eftort for their aloviatian. The
motive is laudahie ln fthe highest degreo,
but flha menus execrable, God having for-
bidden evil to bo done that gond m&y be ont-
joycd,or sin ta bo cammittcdl that grace may
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abound. Wore falsolbood ta be utterod on
any occasion, ar could lying bc justified
nder any circumstancesGod would be ablo
ta lie, for ho is capable af doing ail good.-
But as it is impossible for God ta lie, falso.
haodis certainly an evil. And if naneare
warranted in lying ta savo ticoir propetty,
charactor, or lifo, they are fnot at liberty ta
f'alsif'y for tho imaginod good of others.-
But should lces of benovolence bo oxpcctod,
and maci laft frac ta speait truth or false-
hoozi, os lie may deeml best or mast prud.
ont, thore ivould lie nu ond of aIl law and
aIl confidence, oach îvould do wblat wvas
riglit in bis own partial judgemont, and
prudential in hisiown interested survey.-
Physicins, fionds, nurses, and watchers
shouid voluLteer no univolcomo ortpciiful
truth on the attention af the sick, uniess
more good prabably will ha donc than
ovil ; and thon no faiso delieacy, no pre.
tension ta good broeding, should prevont
ils utterofice. Itdistressed Christ oven ta
* weeping to ioresee and predict the misery
af lus people ; yoî the prapbecy wvas do-
livered with amazing exactnesS; notwith-
standing numberiess motives to jinder.-
In liko mnannor the anciont prophets toolz
no pleasuro in the awful ca'lamities they
foretold, nor in tuec consternation their an.
nouincoment produced ; yot, iaith fui ta tho
direction of God, the truth wvas unfolded in
allits naked terrihieness. But, it is ropiod
in thiese cases thero wero hope tho predie-
tions might benofit, and the prophecy of
Jonah did tho Ninevites ; but la siclincss
and misf'ortuno no expectatian afibis kind
can ho indulged. Trhough Cbrist's dis.
ciples, and others, who shouId helieve on
him, mightbe warned by this promonitian,
those, on whom the destruction ivas ta full,
wvould net, nor reccive any good front the
disregarded praplîccy,but heavier condom-
nation Sramn slighting it. Yet impenitent
ruin ivas prodicted ta ail, that each mnight
act îvith understanding, and nlot hazard
conjectura in the dack. Nono cansoquent-
ly, couid murmur that they had not been
forewvarned, and entreated ta fly fronm dan-
ger. Whon Hezekiah wvas sick, Isaiah
tald him frors thIe Lord, Set thy bouse in
order, for thou shaît die, and flot live. But
after bis prayor and toars, Goa addcd fi.-
taen yenrs ta bis lue. Concealing the
truthi front Jacob concerning Joseph ivas ai
ne advantago ta him. Wbon flca-haddcd,
king of Syrie, was sick, and sent ta Elisha
the prophot, inqciring, Shalh I recaver of
Ibis diseaso?1 ha said, iicu rnayost certain-
ty rocover ; howbeit the Lord bath sbowod
me that ho shall sureiy die. Wlien Ahijah
ivas sick, and bis mother %vent ta te the
prophet Ahijali ta know whethe ho wouîd
live, the praphet said, -arn sent ta thoan
%vith henvy tidings ; ana .whon thy fecà
enter inta the city, the child shahl de.-
Ahazialh, having fallen througli a lattice in
his uppor chamber, and bding sick, sont ta
inquire ai Baalzohuh becauso there %vas
ne Gad ia Israel, and declared, Thussaitb
the Lard. thon shait net coma down front
the bied oh wbich thon art gone up, but
shalt surely die. Fron ail this reasoning
and ail tiio exampies fram sacred history,
it appears truth is ta ha spok-cn ta al] paer-
zens, on ail occasions, and under ail cir-
cumstances,%vhen anyl thing i. ta bo spqken,

'and tlîat neitiior si-ckness. lasses,, nar
deth warrant its concea-lmcnaL. -Nufi
shouid ha arrogant enough ta question flie
ivisdam of (ad, and priicticallv sav, Thou

hp.t required us ta utter trulli unexcoptien-
a.bly, withaut iaresoeing or considering this
poccliar case, or making proper alloivaneo.
Wlion tho law is troated îvitlî this lovity,
tiad ils Author virtually charged îvith in-
thiscretion or unkindnoss, tho faut that thora
is a moral Govotnor cf to universe la ac-
tiially dnnied, and buman judgmont is scnt-

ad n the tbranùofa worlds. By withhiold.
ing trutti, death, loss, calitniity, as well as
groat blessings, niay have a salutary inilu-
dnco on tie niinds and baras of those
riiost afliictod a nd if thÔ firet conseqoon-
des ho ovorwvholming, flua rosuit mciv be
niost servicoable. Yet, should ail the of-
f4cts, ta human disceramoilt be agoniziuig-
lj' distrotsirug, ivo ara nlot 'banco ta inuer
àlo imprudence cf Gadin demnanding truth,
uýlcess ive cansidor hlm uawise on ail ce-
c4iona. And if tho beart-rending feets
ha luiddon by friends, they may ho roveal.
e il hy focs, or coa ta iight in a fine and
ini circumstances îvhen the mind la far lems
aibla ta liear tha shock. Lot US, thonD, put
away aIl lies, oi overy doscrip.aon, how-
aVer strongiy the temptation ta falsebaod,
rindlinvariahly speak truthi ta God and man
vtith carefuiness.

Judgmcnt without N~ercy.
DYV REV. 0. A. SKINNERI.

'For hoe shall hava judgmtent %vituout mer-
ey that bath showed ne mxorcy, and meroy
rejoiceth agrainstjudgnon't,"-JASins ii. 13.

JUocMussT ilihout morcy 1 Mercy re-
joicpth against judgmont ! Those are ro-
mark-able expressions. Haw are they ta
ho understood 1 According ta the Bible,
God is infinitely just Justica and judg-
ment arc the habitation ai lis throne.-
Hoe is ajust Gad and a Saviour. N-e 13
alsa a Gad o',mercy. His tender niercies
areacver albis îvorks. His morey bfrorn
everiasting ta ever]asting. And yet the
text speaits ai judgment ivithout morey,
and mercy againstjudgmenî l Whatdces
this mena'? Doas it-meau, as Marty sup-
pose, that God is just ta a part, and mer-
ciful ta à part? That ho cannaot ho bath
just and merciful ta the sanie persans'? If
tItis be the case, justice and mercy have
no agreement; îhay have oppasing natures
ana opposing dlaims. This view of jus-
tice and mnercy is objectionahie for uxuany
reamons.

1. It conflicts with the Bible. David
says, IlGad rendors ta every mani accord-
ing ta bis work.11 John says, "«Just and truc
are lhy ways, îhou King cf saints."1 The
ides, liera convoed is, net thal God 'ull
punish somne men according ta their work,
and that ho is Jusî in Soe cf bis îvays;
but ltaI cvcr rna& shall ho thus puaish cd,
and that ail luis ways are thins just. Gad
is flot liko tiiose mon who are partial ia
thoir justice. WVe allen sc this partiaiity
in aur courts of justice. Accuse before
them a poar, friendless man, and hoe iili ho
convicthd ivithout hesitatioui, and dooarneýd
ta endure te cxtrcrfie penalty ai thue lawv,
B3 ut !et a mani af wcahth and btrong fric ads
hc accused ai the saute crime, and ho will
cither not ho carriod te court, or if carried
thora bc.sure af nnacquittai. Thora is a
great dispcoition ta judgeofa mea as the
watchmant judgod af the célebrittç,d Dr.
Çialztmcrs, who was arrestcd as ii rogue
bccause bhabbily attircd. It iras in vain
the doctar resisled ; the watcli said, «,No.
no, yuro by fia menus Dr. Clualmersi he*.5
*nae such a inin as yau ; and hc'd ntic b):I

stralIing about at suéh en bour;" tind the
poor uninistar bad ta goto the hock-up.--
Now la God's justice dcep.ndont upon ad-
vontitiaus eîrcumstances ý Is hoe partial?
Doc h le ontiroiy nt clinaracler 'i Or
do ciftumstances, like tiioso îvicb bava
such gront influence ha hurnian courts, con-
traI bis deci2ians 1 If lue is piartial, ha la
%vholly unfit for a judgo ; and mon, in.
atoad af sooking flot ta deservo punishmnent
-,vould do %voll ta aek thie favair cf Ilueir
capriciaus judge. Thoir safoly is not in
righit, butin favor~ and it wouId hae iisor
ta study the woaktiosses and caprices ai
thueir judgo for influence ai court, tieu
Icarn the etornal principles ai justice.-
How piano are mon ta malta God liko
theoclves, ond ta suppose that the afraira
ai liis kiagdomn are coadueted upon the
principies of policy, partiaIity. and îvrong,
than govorn s0 maay kings, ruiers, anud
caurts.

2. 1 object ta thô idea that justice and
mercy are antaganistic attributes, hocausa
il givos a milse viewv of the nature ai jus.
tice. It tanches that justtce demanda that
îvbich is civil, positivoly dastructive 1 This
la tha genoral idea oi justice. It is sup-
posodl that theo sinnor dosorves ail the rnis-
ery thuat cahtie inflicted upc» hlm. The
sinner's good is nlot associated with jus.
tice. It is thought tbat he bas no dlaim
ta have bis gond regarded ; that whon ho
bocame a sinner, ho steppod oct ai the
houadaries which gava bum any dlaim upan
divine protection; and that naw kt la just
that ways shouid ha studicd ta tortura him)
td nake bis condition as wrctchedns pas-

sible! %Ve allen sen this kind oi justice
among mon. It 13 samotimas emhodied
la the iormi of lynch law, and is called
lynch jus!ice. It snys ta an ohnoxious
persan, IlYou have forioitod ail dlaims ta
protection,-you bave becomo an outlaw,
and yeu ought ta be donit ith on pria.
cipies entiroly different fren thase which
should bo regarded in dealing îvith athers,
yen bave coasuci ta hcofa the number
îvha should ha treated as humas beings V'
Mark this idma lt ia vastly mare preva-
lent in the warld than is garaily sup-
posod. It bas for ages bean îvitb legisia-
hors, and exerted over themn a far greater
power than aay truc ideas of jastice.-

Ilence the unequal laws cf tho warld, and
the cruel penalties that disgraca the statuta
books cf "ail nations. Tho opinion is pro-
valent that soe ofibaders shouId flot ha
treated as human ; that thuey may ho des-
troyed, torîured, butchered, and their
hodies thrown la contempt ta the heats cf
prey ! Such is, ta a grat degrea, the
justice ofithe world. Instend et hoing re-
presented hy s'ales equaIly halanced, it

ought ta ho ropresented as a -fant riorce
nions!er, armed îvith terrible iveapans, and
exulting with flendish delight %vbonever a
victin is1 throwva ta is charge!f Were I a
paintor, 1 could draw a figure Ihat would
givo a vivid conception ai this ides, cf jus-
tice lia should ho a large, dark, fiery
being, ii a bqpi tait iih rage, an eyo
flashing ivith vengeance, and a giant hai.d
cîasping horrid weapons ai cruohty. Bce-
nouth hlm shouid hc gronning in cbains
he wretched victimts on iwhom bis ivrath
ivas exeutin- is aivful work ! Sncb a
picture wouid represent iiuL oa.uy the ju~-
tieaco miaea, but also that -visich men, bave
a -cribed ta God. Ara wue net told that ie
chieicoffice af divine justice is ta lora-.cnt;


