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degradation. Dives, evcrywliere, amnong dainluies, with Lazarus at his gate,
among the dogs ; the one fattening on. luxuries, the other stsrving for
necessities. But what is worse, there is deliberate adoption of the policy
of self-indulgence. The good gifts whiclî God meaut ve should weave on
lovc's mnagic loom into a garment to cover hunian nakedncss, we calrnly
braid into a haminrock of case, iii whicli we lie, pillowed ou down, swung
betwecn the Clurch and the world, fauned with. refineinent aud sprinkled.
with rosewater. A recent article in a ]eading secular magazine, on 1'"low
to Live on Seven Jlundred Pouuds a ycar," niakes provision for lbouse
rent, food, clothos, education, travel, oestbetic culture, and even worldly
aînusenient, but not a penny allowance, for charity!1 The Ibeatre and
opera are necessities, but to, coinpassionate poverty and mirscry is optional,
and iuay bc left out of life's scheme entirely. Meanwhilc, a womn ad-
vertises for a lost poodie, worth two hundred and fifty pounds sterling,
,whose diamiond collar aud silver chaîn are worth tlirty-seven pounds
more. A poodie that represents nearly three hundred pounds is a noces-
sity, but to give anvthing to suffering is not needfal ! A professing Chris-
tian ini Arnrica slpcnds lu. one year on a new bouse for hîmself more than
the four lcading uîissionary boards of the world. spend that year te evan-
gelize a thousand miillions of hecathen.

A'bsorption nicaus the suckiin-u-lp process, and suggests the sponge
whieh drinks up what it is dippcd lu, and swells larger and larger, tili it
ean hiold no more, but neyer gives out anytbing exccpt under pressure.
lundreds and thousauds are iuere sanctified sponges that soak- up ail God's

gifts, aud have to, bc squeezed liard to, give ont even a reluctant drop.
Whiat is a dcad sca but a basin iute 'which rivers pour their sweet waters
on]y to stagnate, becoune bitter, becavy, acrid, because they have no outlct;
and around sucli dcad sea no plants grow, ever it ne birds fly, in it no fish
swirn. Life cornes into it, but turns te deathi! There, are xnany dead
scas iu Christian congregations. God pours; Ils gifts upon and inte them,
but tizere is no outpour in biessing to inaii 1 In Iho light of Christ's words,
" Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth," it never seenis to, occur
to, sozue te, ask whether a disciple lias a riglit to, hoard riches!?

Il. Again, such li borptioni i8 idolatry, for idolatry is the intervention of
any objeet, between the soul and Goî!, to hide or dispiace llim. O)ne
necds. not te bow before stocks aud stones or brute beasts, Vo worsliip
idols. Wliatever God secs te, stand lu the way of the suprenie love and
obedience due te, Hlm constitutes an I. No I la se common sind
universal as sKi F.

The law of ail idolatry is asiyilation of the u'orskipper te the object
worshipped. If it be a brute beast, lie becomes brutal, beastly ; if a
stock or stonc,he grows dunxb aud senselcss, helpiess, irrationailike the wood
or stone. And. se, whatever bc the idol, the worshipper cornes te resenible
iL. " They that make thum are like unto themn so, is cvery eue that
trusteth lu Vhr-m" (Ps. 115 : 8). This Iaw is universal. Hc 'who practi.
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