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treasures of gold, her sons and daughters. ‘Western science and philoso-
phy, history and poetry, the Bible and its literature, even Christian methods
and appliances are freely made use of by the priests and Buddhist press to
prevent the sale of more temples. These new factors are giving the tot-
tering system a degree of renewed strength ; and yet the leaders are in
such a dilemma that they have loudly and long petitioned the Government
to again take them all under its protection, and they appear to have greater
reasons for hopefulness now than some time ago.

But there are other and unmistakable signs of the impending fall of
Buddhism in Japan. At Osaka a number of priests have formed an asso-
ciation for the presentation of a drama on the theatrical stage representing
the ten phases of existence as taught by Duddhism. It is a sort of
“ miracle play,” and shows the condition into which the religion has
fallen.  One paper confesses; Blameless lives among Buddhists are
dead.” Old Buddhism can no longer satisfy the awakened moral sense of
new Japan, Not from the Christian, but from the Buddhist press itself,
do we learn of the inner dilapidated condition of a religious system which
has seen better days. Conscious of its weakness, and fearful of a com-
parison with tha * Religion of the West,” the priests have been very re-
luctazt about sending representatives to Chicago to the Congress. How-
ever, not to send any would have implied an acknowledgment of their
weakness before all the world.

We are still in the midst of the struggle.  What is needed now is not
‘¢ Japanizing Christianity’” nor a * new theology,”” but a faithful preach-
ing and living of the old Gospel, more self-support and self-sacrifice for
Christ’s sake. The principle, *“ Ile who pays, rules,” should not be too
rigidly ield. The force of missionaries shonld by no means be reduced
for the immediate future, but concentrated more upon pirecr evangelistic
work, ““ going everywhere preacking the Word,” with, o mighty enduement
of ** power from on kigh.”  For this outpouring of the blessed Ioly Spirit
upon native and foreign workers the Church here is earnestly longing and
praying. May it speedily come !
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The last decade of the nincteenth century is instinct with progress.
This especially scems to be the cuse in some departments of missionary
work, perhaps most markedly in the large development of women’s medical
missions. Twenty years ago there were but very few women in the India
mission field who could pretend to anything like thorough qualification for
medicai practice among their Indian sisters ; but since the American and
British schools of medicine have been opened to women students, it has



