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own hands. In all of which not only
is there ground for grave fears, but also
for grandest hopes.

AFRICA.

—Dr. Field, of the New York Eran-
gelist, writes from Africa: “ But it is
upon the women that falls the extreme
of poverty and all that it brings. How-
ever pretty they may be when young.
they have to carry burdens that soon
break their backs and their spirits,
till they fade and at last wither up into
the hags that we saw to-day, sitting by
the road and stretching out their hands
in utter want and misery. Such is the
curse of Islam upon manhood and
womanhood and childhood.”™ And he
closes Ins letter with these ominous
words : ** To-aight, I must confess that
Africa sits heavy on my soul. Ttisthe
Dark Continent, indeed. And is this
all to which it has come in the thou-
sands of years of its history —to be given
up to the most brutal despotisms that
ever trampled upon human beings, and
10 know even religion only in its lowest
and most cruel forms, in fetichism and
witcheraft, in devil worship and Luman
sacrifices ¥

—The Mission Record of the Church
of Scot'and refers to the fact that Alex-
andria istepidly becoming = great centre
for missions 'y and educational effort.
«7The Italian College is well known.
The Greek schools are splendid build-
ings, and there is scon to De added to
them 2 new sckool for girls, at aa cosb of
about £10,000. The mission {0 the
Jevws hias been developed in many direc-
tions. A necat new Episcopalian church
has recently risen in Ramich. The
Wesleyan pastor, Mr. Elliot, has avery
small congregation and no church, but
Jic ministers to a large aumber of the
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Mendi and Sherbro Mission, on the West
Coust, have diséovered an immense de-
posit of plumbago of the richest qual-
ity, and an extraordinary deposit of
quicksilver, and som2 pearl and shell
fisheries. A London mining engincer
has gone to report on these properties,
and if the statements should be corro-
borated a syndicate will found a com-
pany to work these mines.

ISLANDS OF TIIE SEA.

—That Fiji, a crown colony, hasno
British troops, the only armed force
being & handful of native police, speaks
volumes for the value of Christianity,
which, sixty years ago, wasnot known
by name in the istands.

—The Wesleyan returns from New
Guinea arc as follows: Churches, 8;
missionaries, -4 ; Jay missionary. 1; mis-
sionary sisters, 2 teachers, 26 ; local
preachers, 13 native members, 44;
schools, §; scholars, 240 attendants
on public worship, 5790.

—It is impossible but that occasions
of stumbling should come; but woe
unto him througli whom they come!
That is, even the weakest of converts
{rom heathenism must needs mecet fierce
temptations, but how dreadful beyozd
expression it is that their most deadly
foes are transported from Christian
lands! As an illustration, Dir. Paton,
in an address on * Rum in the South
Scas,’” said that the Chmistian natives
voluntarily gave up their native drinks,
pipes, and  tobacco, and have nothing
to do with the liquors brought to the
islands. But traders in great UMD
came with liquors, and murders and
suicides arc the consequence.

—Tecent disciples on Futuna, New
Ilcbrides, were sacred men who pre-

3 soldicrs of thearmy of occupretion.  The  fessed to e able to make Tain, and by
< old-cstablished American Mission finds  sorcery to bring discaso and desth
oo its work chicfly among the Copis. Whem they joined the cless for Chr

Evaugelistic work is carricd on by otheT  {ian instruction they willingly brought
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agencics umong Europeans of various
sa onalities.”

heir sacred stones held s dear :83ife
itsclf, and burned them in the putlic
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