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and cvii influences. Somo, ycars ago there Nvas in Sontbern China what is
known as the " Qucue-Cutting Mania." Mcn in the fields, boys on the
streets hadl their queues cut -off, but how or by whom, noue couid tell.
Gattle pasturiug in the fields lost their tails, fowls had their tai] and wiug-
feathiers îuystcriously clipped. There was intenie excitement thiroluglxout
the Empire. In the city of Kiukiang, wvhere 1 was living, two men wcre
belieaded on a charge of cutting off queues by magie !

The p'-iests of Tao rose to the occasion and dcviscd a charin, wvbichi,
braided in the queue, would proteet that ornamneatal appendage from thie

magie scissers" wvlich 'were flyiug throughl the air. It 'vas a great
harvest for thcm. The head of flic Taoist religrioa-the IPope of Tao--
tlie " Ilcavenly Teaclier" Chang, wbom, I once sawv in bis palace at the
Dragon and Tiger Mountain, is tue grcat wizard of China, and his charmns
are eagerly soughit by the people. Taoism is a failure as a religion. There
ia nothing in it te comfort or elevate mankind, snd the Chinese are no
bqtter for its twenty centuries' influene.e iipon theiu. What China needs
above everything else is the religion of Jesus Christ. It is ber only hope.

There, are persons wio, would have us believe tInt the conversion of
China is an impossibile task-that missions are a failure sud should be
abandoned. They argue very wisely that Chiristianity is not adaptcd to,
the Chinese mind, that there is somnethingr peculiar in tIc Mongolian cast
of mind (the result, possibly, of bis eavironmcent for the past forty centuries)
which inakes it utterly impossible for thxe religion of Jesus Christ to reach
hlm. " The Chinaman," they afflra, 'tcannot be converted." If this
is truc the Chiurch sbould knowv it ; comne lienesty would deuîand that
the inissionaries admit it. If we arc eugagcd in a hopeless warfare in thc
Chinese Empire tIc seener the Church recalîs its forces £rom tIc field the
botter.

Lot us look at the sources of information. These are, first, " Globe-
tretters ;" second, naval meii on the Asiatie Station.

We sec two classes of travellers in the Eàst. One,, and, unhappily,
înuch tIc largcr class, go around tIc %vorld te " sec thc siglits" and bave
a good time gcaerally. They do not stop long enougli in aay country to,
form. an intelligent opinion of the people or their customs. They get their
information frem boon companions on tIc steamers and nt tIc ports, who,
do net Rpcak the language of the people, have little sympathy with any-
thing that is goed, and who, conscquoutly are always rcsdy te decry mis-
siouary work. They sec nothing of ruissieuary worc for tbcemselves.
They get their informetion at second-baud from. persons wvho evolve it
from, their owa inner censcieusuesa, and then they set themselves up as
authorities in everything, pertaining te the Chinese and pose as critics of
missions 1 I met a specimen of tuia class when 1 vas returning te China
eloyen years ago. In tIe saine car in 'vbich wve wvere crossing tIe continent
wc had as, travelling ceinpanion au cldcrly and intelligent man, Judge -
noverai young laies, evidently in bis charge, and a youth 'who, entertained


