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reaclied the Orange river, whicli at the place of crossing was a thonîs-
and feet broad and at least five feet deep. It wvas with almost in-
credible difflculty, and] only after donbling the number of thieir teains
of oxen, 'that they suceeeded iii crossing the great river. Here -wns
another landnmark wvhiclh thley hiad reachied, for they wiere niow otitsidle
the boundaries of civilized goverumiient, and biad entered upon tilc
region of lîeathenism, wvhose thick darkness wvas scarcely mitigated ])y
one ray of Christian light.

A few liours' travel from the river's brink brougrlit the missioir-
ies and their company to Philippolis, a lite ernbryo towvn wvhicli was
to bo proininent in their recollection ever afterwai'ds, because it n'as
the place where Providence wvould begin to unveil Vo them their
future, aas it wvere, lead themn visibly by the hand *to the see of
their life-miniswry wvhich hie hiad cboseîi for thiem. The sealed letteis
wvere nowv to bc openied. J.t happened in this wise. -They hiad not
been many lîours in Philippolis when they wvere accosted by a mfflatto
fariner, Adam Krotz, who eked out. bis reguilar income, and at tlhe
same time gratified bis passion for adventure, by the hiuntingr of anite.
lopes, taking long detours over hundreds of miles. On leariugi( whio
these strangers were, and -%vhat -was their errand, his couritenauIce
briglitened with a new interest. Rie told them of Basuito Lanxd, of its
kinîg, wlîom lie liad met wvith not long-. before in one of bis butnting ex-
cursions, wvho hda strongy desire Vo, have missionaries sent into biis Cotn-i
try, and hiad even drawn from Krotz a promise t.hat if ever siiel mn
camne in bis way hie would use all bis influience and persuasion to iii-
duce them to choose bis country as the scene of their sacred toits.
Erotz added that lie wvas rly glad Vo fulfil bis engagçyeineiit to die
great Basuito chief, and promised that, on condition of their -Iccoin-
panying Min on the hutnting expedition on which lie w~as about to eni.
Ver, lie wotuld both be their guide and l)Iotector on the joîîrneyv nn
prepare thoir way by sen ding f rien dly miessen gers bef ore tli eîî. 'l'le
aston ish ed missi on aries distinctly read in all this Vhe fiinger of God,ý
and were rea(ly Vo sav withi Etiezer of Daiascus, 'CI being in ttue Nviv,
VIe, Lord led mne," and thiottglî the tinie of their journ-ieNiiizs iv*3s
likely Vo, bc lengthened by sncb an arrangrement, they yielded to tliis
inconveniei)cc for the sake of the greater benefit they wotild Jerhve
from. this iman's knowvlcdge, friendship and guidance.

Certainly, if tue p)atienlce of these devoted missionaries va.s ýsorelyr
Vried before Vheir guide and counselier liad secuired bis conipleiieiit
of ineat, dried skins and horns, tbey lind abundant opportiiiity of
imp)roving thecir knowledge of natural history; for, ini a-dditioin Illte
gentie antelope, the whole hiuntingr gronind ýwhiclh they weretîves
ing, abounded with baboons and panthers and lions and otiier be:ists
of prey. At lengtlî deliverance camne, and at the end of fouir weeks
of waiting they hiad crossed the bound- ries of Basuto Landt. Thie
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