
\mttGsme 1iask. Much of il is so. A\nd titougli the readers of tais journal niay
%lot expect au entirety unprejudiccd opinion, they wiil at least credit ine %vith a
sîniicrc one. The devions ways of the Englisli comnon iaw have spruiig from wîat
Prof. Langydell cails "Il h tangi skcin ol humanl life." But ttoiig the many
things whiclî the Canadian or Anierican citizen liaq to tiiank for his iîappiness and
protection, tltere is nothing dent shoeuld commnand his respect more titan that great
body of custoin and ptinciple %vltich ha" streamed down througi thc iges, and
%Vhich is kniown as the English comnion law. 'that systetu bas taken fiin root in
Newv England, anin mny judgnicnt, is avs jusîly and conmpletely adtninistercd as in
any Engli>h-spealing community of the wvorld. Th > juie ofMsa settS.
conîrary > tc) th uai practice in the U'nited Staie.,, arc appoitrted fur life. lie de-
ci>iuns of titc Benchi arc resîkected andi obeved withi uniformi habit. Lcgal nia-
chinery is !.inip)le and adapted to the wva.ts of a progrebivc cc.untry, and in io.
ton especially tc n-ethiods of tran -actinîg public business are admirable. By
reason of the tîtmerous colleges aatd iaw %chools nezr hy, the mernbers of the Bar
are probably better educateci titan iii anv other country -xith whicli 1 an acquaint-
,cd. Tii- shintng iights may n bc as nunierovs a% in En-land, but the avcr.ige
lawyvcr is jiast as thoriaoughly infornied, and on accout of old-fasbtlioned différences
bcîwceezi an Engiish Ba.-rrister.and Attorney, is mor-e readily available for ail kinds
of practice. l'rimogeniture of cour!se dues Pot cxisi, and the gcner.il absence of
entailed csîates lias a treniendous iniflutence la wviping away invidious social dis-
tinctions. ln Boston there -ire bectwcen sixtcen and seventeen hundre.1 lawyers.,
wvlitcarn al] the %vay fromni] tt), $7500 pier annuni. Competitior. is cstremcly

keen, and though there are plenty of slakthe prufcssýioital honor is ilîi. Il
is, howevcr, as truc to-day in XNciv Englantl as it %vas in te time oif Lord Eldon
in old England, tbat1fcw nienattnin diNtinction a.i thc Bar vithiout "living like a
hecrmit and îvorking like a liorse'"

But what di« tht Americains zhink or religion ? 'No two licrsous-ý, 1 suppose,
%would ainswver titis qucry alike. M.ty own opinion is that religious toulîit is jus!
about -as influentinl litre as in Great Britain ni ber colonir-,. hI nîay not bc of
thc sanie type, it mai' nat alîvays bc as n.-rrcow andi intnse, as yon will find it in
saine of tc provinces #A Canada. I'm inclined to think, i is not. The tremen-
dotis population of this country, the riplil interc!%'ange of ideas, the juiliîng of
grcat busines% centre--. ic ivonderful propagation o! aIl iýins of litcrature, and the
influence of gret îinivetsities, as i-veli ru, observation andi experience leari me - t
believe th-al tht religions. world in c"England isl undcrgoing a marv.ýIIçous
change. But il i% a change fo-.r the better. Tht end is tue saime, bu. thc mcthod%ý
are dUierent. '[Ilc Teligons- attitude of mai gra-nti-faîhelr nia' ]lave bcen right andi

prnyF --r in hlis day. but is il nccessary or iadecd ohligatory, that I, in the cloing de-
,cade o!f tht ecert century xvith ainiost uaivicrsaiiy changed conditions, shouid

inaîcniticiiyrr.iducc il? Assuredly not. In rural communities this may
not bc so apparent but in LarTge chies tht absolute neces.%ity of more cniightcned
procedure no longer admits, of a doubi. TMe Anîcrican churchcs are alive ta this
fact, and amoag th-- thotsand cries of ivant, suffcring and ivrong, %vltich cAntinu-
ualiy go up from ail parts of a great city., their gencrous r-sponses may daily bc

hearid. It is undiutable, however, that a large portion o! tc populatiG - xleyer

enter a1 Chiristian church. A' .ruperficia.l scepticismn witli more -iudacity than
brains is popular amnong a certain zlass. And, îhough 1 have tht nîmost re-pect


