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ln"ﬂd‘iv‘of'the mngmmde;a‘mh fearful .prevalence of this.
greatrsucist ¢ufrse, the promolers.of the Alliance, encouraged
by the eatnestrand successful. efforts. of thes {riends of tem-
petance in America, have initiated their special movement,
and+in supportof :which they especially. desire and solicit
thé'sympdthy and-co-operation of your Confarence, and of,
all other:Christiamdenominations throushout the land. The
Alliafice does not.aim to regulate and limit the trafic-in in-;
toxicating liguors;-but seeks to prohibit, by law, their sale ;
altogether for purpeses of common beverage. , All previous
legislationin- this country, in. regard to the traffic, has pro-,
ceeded.upon the assumption that it is an evil to be-tolerated f
andericertain. restrictions, which is the theory of the license

system. - The Alliance proceeds upun the pnnc:ple that |
it 13 an evil which should be suppressed or removed;
altogether, .

It is. very- - generally admitted that the present hcense '
system is ineffective, at least for good, and has provea {o be
a failete. The Londor Times says, ¢ It is a dead letter, as
far.as public. motahty and order are concerned.”  The Non-
conformist says, © It is no lenger a question of morahty, but
of revenue.”” The Morning Chronicle says, < It is funda-
mentally vicious”> A peer of he sealm, in a public meet-
ing at Exeter Hall a short time since, suid, ¢ He believed
that;jf Beelzebub himse]f had been Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, he could. not have devised any means more calcu-
lated tg,deslmy the hodjes and s souls of men than the licens-
ing system.”> But pot only have the press and | the more
intelligent portion of the pubdlic condemiied the hcense
system ; many of the magtstrales, to whom its adm:ms(ra-
tion has been commuied,have also denounced it. This was
especxally the ¢ase at Liverpool, where the eftire bench of
magistrates.was so mpréssed with the enormity &nd cof-’
plication of mischiefs growing o of the license system, that
a committee of tPe.}ionse S'E' Lommons}was jsuggested, and
through Mr. Brown obtained, for induiting info the evil,and
lhe»dev‘:smg%f airemedys The result of the labors of that corh-
mittee has been to eonfirm the opinion so widely entertained
as4o: the ineffectivaness end injurious character of the dis~
cétionaryo isste:of public-house licenses; buty. not-being
peépdtelitviadopt;.-in-thy present-state of public opinion, the.
profibitory priaciple,the parliamentary report rez~mmends.
tudl {fie- magisirates shonld be entirely relieved from the
tesponsibility of exercising.ady discretion as to the number
and situation of places licansed for the sale of intoxicating
hquors, certain- other definite checks and restrictions. being
imposed on-the traffickers. Should this resommendation ba
adopted, we. feel. assured» that, whalever modification of
featore the evil may present, itwill still exist; and permeate
society with-a frightful leaven of.corruption,

We ate persuaded that nothing short of legal prohibition
can ever accomplish the end wo seek, and that the rewmoval
of the snares and femplations to diinking can alone secure a
sober.popuiatio.. If we aze to have any legislation on this
quealiqp, we believe ours is the only safe, thoiough, and
equjtable principle,on which fo base it. Nor is this a mere
matter of speculation aud thgory. In America the Ma‘ne
Law hay now beeq in; operation for several yoars, and has
ot only, sealized Lhe expectation of its friends, but most
sigually falsifivd ibg .predictions of its enemies.

Ample evideoge has been puduced to prove. the follow ng

points :—That the law i3 popular with the large majority of

the people; that _the longer, agd maoreystringgntly it~§§ '
epfofced, the' less prospact there is of-any repeal; that-
wherever it has been wdopted andpat in force, it has proved
a very great blessing to the community, !essemh'g the
amount of intemperance fo a wonderful degree, dummshmg
two-thirds of the pauperism and crime, cuttailing the ex-
pensus of society, and greatly promoting ths general order,
 thrift, and good motals of the ydople: :

We speak as unto wise, God-fearing and patriotic men

.andif we bave succeeded in gaining the attention of the Con-

ference to the momentous guestions and interests involved
in the subject, we are not dcubliu! as to the issue of the de-
liberations on which they may enter; and the rcsponse they
wxll feel it their, dufy to accord,

In conclusion, we may be permitted to femind a \\ esleyan
Conference that tbexr world-revered founder, Joun WesLry
n century ago, sa\v very c!ea')y, and deriounced most em-
phatically, the essential immorality of the traffic in aleoholic
beverages ; and in his writivgs and public addtesses, boldly
appealed to the legislature to stop distillation by prohibitory
enactment. Nor were his noble exertions fruitless in his
own day, as ofi several occasions, in times of searceness, the
legisiature did prohibit all distillation from grain, thus pre-~ -
venting the food of the people from being ¢onverted into
poison, and made the meana of their femptation, mpovensh-
ment, and ruin. :

Commending this great quection 1o the solemn considera- °
tion of the Conference,and earnestly praying that all their

deliberations and resolves may be dictated snd guided by tid

spitit of trutl, we remain, esteemed snd reverend sir, on -
behalf and.by order.of the General. Council of the United
Kmo‘dom Alliante, yours most respectinily and fraternaily,
oy . War. Hanysy, Chairpan, -
41 Jobn Dalton Street, Mancheste:, Aug. 2, 1854,
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Noxg-committal Answer of the Conferenae.

The Secretary of the United Kingdom Alliance received
the following leltér in acktmw!edwment of the above address
forwardetf to the Presxdent and Mm:ster of the Wes!eyan .
Conferencc:~ !

K Wesfeyau Cont‘erence, Birmingham, Aug. 1,

¢ Sm, —Your communication, addressed to the Rev. Dr,
Hannah, the secretary of the coniference, was duly recewed
and in acknowledging the reteipt of it T am instructed to '
express the sense witich tha conference entertaing of the
kindly and respectful manner in which you have bz ougut
before it 2 subjgct confessedly very difficult and' of great
iraportance.—1I am, sir, yours respect[ullv.

J. Brn?oav.”

EvERYwHERE THE SaME.—¢ Wine 15 amocker,” not in
this circle or that, inthis couantry prthe othet, merely-
but among all classes, in every country, and in all gene-
raticos. We bave been much interesied in hs'ienma tothe
relation of facts, gathered by Mr. Délavan, durmg his
Ecropean tour, Hlustrative of this, Hore isone: he was !
mformed by the Duoke of Orieans, then commander-in-~
chief of the army of annge, that the regyia‘’onof the army
was one bottle of wine per dxem, 10 each sn]dler-—mnkmg
400,000 bottles daily, and 146,000,000 boitles yearly. The
dr-ano of this, ho added, caused a dasire for more, and’
most of their pay was expended in procuring additional’
quantities from the influence of which originated most of
tho nsubordination’of the army.—~ Prohibitionist.



