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Temperance Saclety o8 an institation which deserves the appella-
tion of a blessing w mankmd, T have never yet heard of any one
argument ugainst it, wiich could bear examnation; | have heard
an : or two very respectable clergymen say, that they had ruther
that men should he tanght to be sober and well-behaved by the
teaching of the Scriptures, than by the Temperance Society. But
who ever thought that Temperiuce was to be a teacher of Chiris.
tianity ? But this I do suy, and will say, that tee-totalem s the
best preparative for the reception of Chuistiamty. Itira well known
fact that hundreds of reclanned drunkards go now regulurly to
places of worship, which they had not attended befure, und which,
they would never haveattended at all, but for the temperance
movement.  This alone is a ground for supporting thesveiety. 1
would have attended your mectusg had it been i my power.”
‘Tuoyas Crargsos.

Dr. Thompson, from New Z-aland, said, 1 left Scotland, on
the 9th of June, v the yvar 1342, in charge of 00 amgrants
bouad to the town of Auckland, and knowmz the value to the
health of total abstinent prncipies, more cspecially under the
tropics, 1 was deternuned to establish those principles on boord of
the vessel m which we sviled.  Feeling however that there would
be some considerable difficulty in inducing the salors to yave up
their grog, [ was induced at fiest to try what prrsuason wou'd
do; tuere were many prejudices to overcome, but I was well as.
sisted by the captam and superior officers, and long before we
got 1 the cquator, I had suceceded in winning the confidenee of
the ship’s erew, and they as well as the enugrants entru-ted to
my cure were professed tec-totallers—{cheers.)  Aswisted by mv
fricnd, the captain, I drew up some rules, wilnch were agreed
16 by all, und before we got to New Zealand, the cffect of my
plan was visible in the good health of all on board, and I was
confirmed in my previons opmon, that total abstinence was the
very best rule that could be adopted,  After landing, the society
which had worked so well on bourd ship, was cstablishied on the
1slend 3 andso much good had it done there, that before 1 returned to
Eagland, I had the honour of receiving the thanks of the Gover.
not. .t my cxertions in the cause for which we are met to.night
er<)  Nothing I am sure will tend more to the advantuge
ol groad conduet among sailors, than the establishing of socicties
on board shipsbefore they leavo the ports of England. Lsoking at
the cfiects of tee-totahisin in a mediedl pomt of view, it will be
found to be cqually satisfactory. I wisited Sydney, and hud
charge of u detachment of trovps in that colony; and it was no
unasual thing to sce wmen carnied off parade from bilious com-
p uaints, mduced by the dissipations of the mght before; 1 exam-
awed the soldicrs who had died on their way to thes country, nad it
was a sckening and a shocking sight to sce the state of their
swomachs, for they had been very diss pated men; I found also on
lovking over the staustics of tie govirmnent hospitals, thut the
greater state of diseases were supermduced by intmperate
habits; it was the great barrier to the progress of civilization.
Fortunately now many meetmgs were heid 1n the colonues, for
the furtherance of total abstinenee prnciples, and they were gain.
ing fresh friends and sapporters every day—(cacers)  In
Sydney, d.ssipation had in former tmes been carned 1o s alirin.
ing extent, but now, tanks o the mnroved se of moraiy,
the vice was greatly on the decrease. To all who may wish w
emigrate o tropreal clanates, I would say. evuid ntox.cating
drahs, thetr use is certain death; 1 have wisited every chmate,
stomt the tropical sun to tire northern eebery, and I am confident,
t1al iy present goad state of health, s soiely 1o be attnbuted 1o
1y ubsten ons habias—cheers.) I bave heard it sad, that it s
dangerous for those: who have lved wiat s cdicd tredy, to
Jeuve off mtox catmg dnnks at euce, tns 1S quie @ unstaken
motion, 1f you ondy try you will suseced; T have alwavs found
from my own experience, that tue only s ers and saldors who
returned to  this country rom the colonis, woie the wmen oi
ahstemious haluts

J. 8. Buckingham, IB<q., said, thouzh th 1wt of the covin
in fearful here, yet 1n the colonies, it 15 cved nose so, 00 e
sequener of the exampie st to tne Abonrwes et d e
Here, familics wre the safforersy but s the not ouly s
umn more wjnred by inturcaimg hiqueds, e e of the
troprcai citmte, but the Abonigines ot cony ! how a
people can be sncere mtacr defesaations 6l cuae, when every
s up that touches their shores bears aguntity oi aivohole hguor, to
posonand 1o rmn the ihabitants of whatever plice tiny visit
(cheers.)  That unfostunate peopls iave heen piandered of thar
1ands, of thar caitie, and of their Goitics; they Luve bean vem
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to un carly grave, in consequence of this intoxicating poison har.
ing been introdueed amongst them. I have heard it from the
Bushmaun of the Cape, and from the nobler Cufire, I have listene
to the inhabitants of Cerlon, and the people of the southern
world, I have constantly heard it thus suid, * you theoretically
no doubt behieve that the religion of Christ is above that or Ma.
homet; but we would prefer, 1f vour religion had not sent us the
poisons which have sunk ue into perdition”—(cheers) But noy
a brighter day is dawning, snd in the army and navy of our
country, we find Generals and Admiruls become Presidents and
Vice-Presidents of sinnlar Societics to our own. We find them
at lust ndmitting the fact, that drunkenness has been the parent
of msubordination, and of anarchy. A person of high authority
had said put down drink, and you put down the lash in our s
vice. I had once, in conversation with his Gruee the Duke of
Wellington, spolicn of doing away with corporeal punishments.
[His reply was, do away with intoxicating drinks, and then [ wil
speak of doing away with the necessity for flogging—(cheers,)
In an after conversation, he said that all his military experience
led him to the belef, that drink was the bane of our armies—
(cheers.)  The lute Governor of Greenwich Hospital bore pre
cisely similar testimony with respect to scumien—(cheers.) I will
now advert 1o a subject to which the latter part of the resolution
has particular refeience, numely, *that this mecting would re.
joice to tind the pnblic and the legislature prepsred to refuse a
iegal sutiction to the immorality snsmg from tho sale of spirituon
liguors.” In this respect, civilized countries might take a lessa
from Queen Pomare, who exhiited a very great deal of commo
<cnge when she prohibited the centrance of French brandy b
“I'ahuti, on the gronnd that whoever drank the brandy became a
brute—{cheers) What would be thought of the British mer
chant, who hearing of soine distant island on the ocean where
venomous reptles were suffered to multiply, would as a matter of
speculution, bring home a ship.lond of them, and disperse them
ihout the country, one to one family, and another to anothe
femily ; and supposing, that one in every ten of these reptiky -
perhaps sting anindividual, we should soon hear of a bill in Par. |
linent to stop this commerce 1 imagine, and the time wi
come, hastened too by your efforts, when the poisons of spirits, or
wine, or beer shall be discarded from the table—when if such k
secti on the table of uny one, it will induee other individnals o
nse and leave it—({cheers.) When I was in the House of Con-
mons sumce yrars ago, a gentleman went o Mr, Wakely, the
Cuoroner, and said, do vou believe that Mr. Buckingham drinks
nothing but water? Yes, sad Mr. Wakely, he says so himself
{ belicve bum to be & man of probity, why then should I doubll
lus word. O, yes! but do you think that he conld snstain the
labour he does—-it up 8o muny hours, rise carly and go to bed
late, do yuu thnk he could do ull upon water?  Not upon wata
alone, smwd Mr. Wakely, nos I do believe that if he took water
alone, he ¢ rtainly could not do this, I suppose he tukes some
meat and some bread.  Oh, said the person again, all this is very
well; 1 believe hie drnks porter of the best quality, and I am &
termined to find out his wmerchum —(laughter.) I may add, tht
three members of the House of Cominons now, never take wine
thronzh the week; they do so on Soturdayv, but when tken
dunn,s the wittiags of the house, they declare that it incapacilates
them  lor buminiss—(cheers.)  In my own haeuse, where peross
are visitng at all hou:s of the day, T tell them all that from te
lowest celiar to the lofuest attic, there is no wine. We have
the purest water, and find that we do not require the other; 3t
Ainner, the only fluid upon my table is water; yet I have often
heard gentlemion say after the desert was aver, ** Well, upon nf
word, T did nut think I could get over this en well ?—(laughter)
“ Well, T have said, make a note in your diry, that on the 13
of March, 1844, vou dined with Mr. Buckingham, and not hss
g tasted any wine or intoxicating liquor, you find yourscl{ m
better in consequence”— (cheers )

Benjamin Roteh, said, It had been as far back as 200 yev
aro, propounded fram the judicial beneh by the great 1o
Buacon, that drunkenness was the great cause of crime in Balatn
at a Jater day, Judye Hale said, that if he divided crime into 9
classes, four of them would have their origin in, or be connectt
with the cnme of drunkenness—(cheers.). Baron Alderson, th
whom a more cquitable judge never sat upen the beneh, decls
when on circuit, that the calendar he held in his hund, large 38
frighttul as that calendar was, wonld melt into nothing if
enmes attributable to drunkenness, the curse and bane of 0
land, were expunged from 1t, and he called-on the gl:md Jory

|
|

thiak of this when they got hume. I would vy to my fried



