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sincerity of this zeal he has been called to give
abundant proof, .
October, 17, 1838.

“ Ho had refused,” says Mr. MeKay, “ to tuke part in
some idolatrous ceremony which was held in his father's
house. The father immediately became alnrmed, that his
son was too far advanced in the way of becoming a fol-
lower of the despised Founder of the Christian faith. He,
cousequently, not only prohibited his son from coming to
school, but went to ull the families, where his son had
cither relations or intimate acquaintances attending onr
institution, and used his utmost endeavor to persuade the
parents and guardians to withdmw cvery one of them
from our superintendence.  “The consequence was, that
eight or ten young people were immediately ardered to
leave off attendance ; and Mahendra was prohibited from
having any intercourse with as.  After some weeks ab-
sence, he was permitted to return 3 but in consequence of
o second alarm, was a second time withdrawn; and, at

resent, I have no hope that he will be allowed 10 resume
{:is studies. I, however, occasionally see him. Ile is
continuing to seck after the truth.  As is natural to a per-
son so young, and of dispositions soamiable, he scems
yet unprepared to take any step which would separate an
aged father and his only son.  The bent of Mahendr’s
mind leads him to tho study of the evidences; and this
investigation scems just now to occupy a large portion of
his time, and to engage almost all his thonghts. He dare
not open a hook ut home ; but keeps those volumes which
he is now studying, at a friend'’s house; and seizes every
opportunity of perusing them, which his peculiar circum-
stances permit. His father has tried several plans to
Jead hiz mind away from the subject of religion.  These
having fuiled, he required his son to attend a Hindu the-
ologian, in order that he might receive instruction in the
religion of his countrymen. I have hopes that fkis me-
thod, under the divection of Divine Providence, will be of
advautage to him. Heis not, I think, likely 10 give
credence to o mass of absurditi=s brought forward as mere
dogmas, without one atom of rational cvidence.  Besides,
that which he is now construined to do, may perhaps pre-
pare him the more for contrasting the two systems, and
for preferring that which is true.  May the Lord, by the
spirit of all grace, lead nnd guide him to the truth, and
prepare his way before him.”

“ December 17, 1838.

# Of Mahendra, whose case I mentioned to you in my
last communication, 1 have not heard any thing for some
time. He was, soon after the time at which I wroteyou,
prohibited from going any where ont of his father’s house,
unless to some friends in the immediate neighborhood.—
Even upon these occasions, he is escorted by two strong
Hindustani servants ; so that any attempt on his part, to
have intercourse with us,would subject him to harsh treat-
ment. from these guards, and eventually to imprisonment
in his father’s house. I hear of him occasionally by a
rclation of his own, who wascompelled to leave the school
when Mahendro. was taken away from it.  He thinks the
harsh treatment to which his friend is now subjected, is
owing to his having asked his mother one day how old he
was.  Young people are their own masters at sixteen;
and the idea immediately occurred to the minds of those
who wish to change the young man’s religious views, that
ho meditated a separation from his family. His friend
brought a short letter from him to me 1ately, wherein
Mahendra states his confidence that he is some months
more than sixteen; but he has no means of proving that
this is the case, should his father deny it."

« February 9, 1839.

“ The young lad, Mahendra, whom I have mentioned
on former cceasions, continues to grow more and more in
attachment to the truth ; and althuugh his father has him
s0 closely watched, as to prevent him from being imme-
diately admitted into the Church of Christ, I look upon
him as g true disciple of our blessed Lord and Saviour,—
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A very interesting circumstance comected with this case
iz, that although Madhiendea has been withdrawn from the
school, and although he hus been prohibited from reading
English books or writing,—he has, notwithstanding, con-
| trived to prepare a very long Essay on the Evidences of
Christinnity, exhibiting u Jucid und comprehensive view of
the subject, and proving the ability of this interesting
youth to *give to every one that asketh, a reuson of the
hope that is in him.” "

The Assembly’s Committee inform us that while
preparing their report, nccounts have been re-
ceived of the baptism of Mahendra. Ile is now
Iresiding with Mr. Ewart in the mission house.

The accounts here referred to are contained in
the following letter from Mr. Ewart, dated
Calcutta, 11th March, 1839 :—

* As I mentioned last month I am now occupying the
house at the institution, and find it very convenient and
comfortable.  Dwarkanath lives with me; and I re-
joice to say that Mahendra, concerning whose persecu-
tions for the truth's sake. 1 have formerly written to you,
is now also a member of my houschold, and has Deen
admitted into the church of the blessed Saviour by bap.
tism. He was baptised in this house, by me, on Friday
last, the 8th inst,, in the presence of my brethren,
Messrs. Charles, M-Donald and Meiklejohn, who all con-
curred in thinking him_a fit subject for baptism. Oneo
missionary friend, the Rev. Mr. D. Rodt, was also pre-
sent. It may be proper that some account of the cir-
cumstances connected with the solemn step which Ma-
hendra has taken sheuld be laid before you.

* ‘This young man has been known to us for a consid-
crable time, as you have alrendy been informed, as an
enquirer after treth.  He was withdrawn from the in-
institution about June last year, on account of his refu-
sing to identify bimself with the idolatrous worship of
his family. He scems to have been greatly stimulated
to go on, in lus search after truth, by the treatment
which he received; and, in the midst of many difficul-
ties, opposition of every kiud, and even harsh treatment
from his father, continued to prosecuie his enquiries af-
ter truth, I could sce him occasionally, when an op-
portunity occurred of his getting away from the persons
who constantly watched his motions.” Various circum-
stances connected with his progress in attachments to
the teuths of our boly faith, 1 have detailed to you in
former letters,  So early as the time of Mr. McKay’s
departure I had guod hwopes of him, and he ‘announced
to me his decided belief in the truth of the christian reli-
gion in November jast; and more than a month ago,
expressed his earnest desire toreceive baptism. T hes-
itated for some time, asour brethren of St. Andrew’s
church bad had no opportunity of secing him, and con=
versing with him on the subject of baptism and the doc-
trines of revelation,  fiven Mr. Macdonald had notseen
hLim often, owing to his having it in his power to come
only secretly,and for a very short time. The circum-
stances 100, in which he was placed, had their effect in
puuting us in remembrance to seek the most prudential
way, consistent with revealed duty, of admitting him
into the church of Christ.  After consulting repeatedly
with Mr. Macdonald, I had determined to cunfine my
attentionto what the Scriptures declare to be our duty
in such casess  We both agreed in thinking that Mahen-
dra was asincere believer in Christ, and it appeared to
us,that the fear of ulterior consequences should not keep
us back from giving eflect to the Saviour’s command, or
from following the example of the apostles, who do not
appear to have hesitared, in the most trying cases, to
give instant baptism to converts. ‘

¢ Although our minds were duly made up as to the
duty of baptizing, no day was appointed for the holy
ordinance being administered. In fact no day could be
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