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eircumstances of Our cliarcli liere. Dcaring ail
these things in mind, the framers of tiie driift
conîstitution wnuid submit %viîctter as regardo tijis
matter of theî election of iiinisier, it tifigt îloi
bc botter te aiiopt tlîose Ioeuingr fenta rLs wiîici cati
be traced as beongiîîg ta tite clinrel ut' Scuîilaîii
upontlîissubject, and winîch hiave eîti retorred tu
the sonîewlîat ditf'-rcît circuîîîîstanceti tir oui
churchliere, ratiior tlîau adopjt the very Jetter ul
a part ofthei constitution et* our parent clitirclî,
%iiclà lias ut laie bie i uîdergtoîîîg( varioîls iifi-
cations, and whicia is Iikloy tu utidergo stl groater
changes.

On the one hand it might bc da-igcrous te inako
rio distinction wlîatever iii the riglit of vo'ingr be-
tween tîsoso who arc iiienbers or the churclî and
those Wiio are nlot. liecause in drawviing up a cou-
stitution, we are buund te look te pritciplcs, ani
possible resuits and cesqene iat%%rlIY atrisilig
out t priîîciplee, as weIi as t-) the molre circuni-
statices exiqtitig et thc preeent moment. Grant
ing, therofure, that no iimmediato danger Mtere
Iikely te tirise f'ront disregardinig ail distinctions
betweon menibership and titimaonibership. yet tis
is the possible resîiit, iiaitici, that the spiritual
amuars of the church miglht be matiaged by those
Who have nothing beyond a pecuniary interest in
it, and in opposition te tlîe isles of its meinbers-
a thing îlot oiiiy unscriptural and certainly at vari-
ance witlî the iaws of tho church of Scutland,
but which s.ceîns aise at variance witiu thefflainest
dictates of juîstice and comnîî. sense, wlnchl ten-
der it necessary and expedienit tlîat the internat af-
faire of every eociety be maaaged by its own niein-
bers. For sureiy none tvili venture sertousiy to
dispute thut the vcry objcct and end of tlîat pecu-
liar society called the church is of a spirituial nia
ture-that there is a plait: distinction betweon
membors in spiritual communion with it, and those
wha have notlîing lieyond a mare temperary con-
noction îvith it.

On the other hand it must bc adntitted tlit the
churcli is a socicty wlîose very object and designu is
aggression upon the whoie worid for its gocei-a
holy combination, se ta speali, ta inakoe the wlioie
world happy. lnsteadl of socking, thon, by unne
cessary pains, penalties and disabilities, to exciade,
it ought, by ail lawvful racans, to attract %within its
paie. In this view it scoms ta menit considoratioiî
whether, supposinS the nccessity of mfintaining
some distinction betwecn tiiose wiîo are mombors
and those whe are net, soute mieans mniglt liot Le
mevised by which the distinction slîould be main-
tained, and yet ail parties reaily interested admit-
tedl to a participation in the elect ion.

Suppose, for examnplO, that; the Power Or nomi-
nation %veto lodg-ed iii tîme session and meinbers of
tie cliurcli, but tlîat heforo the finai eloction or
i'oriiîation of the pnstoril relation, inatterst wero in
soute wity sitbmitted to tlîe general engregatioa
iI)r its concurrence. By îresorving tlîis righit of
nîomîiintioin the îiinsbers, a whvlîosorne ceck
%woîld Uiis ho tiecured ngainst the day aof danger.
fly protier nules and regulatîoîis of tie churcli,
cspecially by Presbytaries exercising a tender au.
perititeiîdene over vacant charrgos, and coming
into friendily intorcourse with ail classes of the
couircgatiun, mmicl, it is thoughni, mighit hoe dona
ta avuîd any collision betwveon theîn; and should
tliis be suuîîetiiaes uîîavoidable, tliere wouid still
ho the Prosbytery ta act as a inediator and a bal-
Uîîciîîge powoLr.

Air .B. Aitiîeugh the fraîners of the
draft constitation have subtiiitted thîs article fur
'eîzidoratioîî, yet front the tcwzîiess or the numrber

ut' laboiîrcrs, anîd otiier rircîîmstances connect-
Là %vith aur clîuici iii Calnda, it is net easy to,
lix a tisne wlîen tic nomination slîould pals frotn
tue proper electors inta the biande of the Presby-
tory. It înay, therefure, ho thotîglît pcrhaps as
well te ]cave tlîis anatter ta the operation of the
existing iawvs ot dIe churcli, %vithout rnaking it
the subject of special reguistion in constitutions.

AR. 7. C. In judgiar tviietiier in the pre.
sent stute urthe charch, any special regitlation
should be insertedl in constitutions, rospecting the
nînount of the mitnister's stpend, and the unatter of
a bond, tiiese points will fait te ho considered.

On the one hand the looeness and uncartainty of
arrangements respcting the mninister's support, le
very painfuil and inîjurions te tlae best intorests of
the churcla; and the bringring the suboct definite-
Jy hefure the viev of congregationa in constitutians,
i îay have some affect in prodacîng more clearnes
and certainty, and ia awvakeniag mure oxertions.
On the otlier iiand, it is a very diflicult niatter, in~
the present state of aur Clîurch, te decide what
should hae the minimum ta authorise a settlemnt-
perhaps flot aiways expedient te insist on a formai
bond asait indislionsible requisite. And tie giving
unaocessary preminence te miatters of tiî*s kind, is
ilt ail times ta bo avoided; wilii, according te tia
Iaws ef te clurcla, Presbytories bave alroady a
dîscrotionary poixor in the mattor.

ART. 8. D. Many ef the sacred duties of
the eidorsliip have, it is te o fearod, been suffered
ta go into disise, and etiiers e? thiem ta bo over-
looked. The framiers of the draft constitutîoli
%vould, therefore, suggest that; a re-publication of
themt amaîîg cangrogations, by the Synod, accoin-
panied witia a suitabie zppoal, migflit b beneficial;


