GLEANINGS. 191

appears & letter on the subject, by the Rev. Dr. Hanng, Son-in-law and Biographer
of the late Dr. Chalmers, and colleague to Dr. Guthiie. We are induoced to give an
extract, because it both indicates great liberality of sentiment and gives honour to
whom honour is due, in che persor of Mr Cairns. ]

If, indeed, it be true, as we fear it must be acknowledged to be, that in the min-
istry of the Free Church—out of our Professors’ chairs—we have not .one who
stands out conspicuous among us thoroughly and at all points qualified for this
chair, the best course for us is to take one of the very ablest of our younger
ministers, to put him into the chair, and let him quelify himself in the course of
his occupancy of it. And that is what the Church, with a'wisdom which we are
not disposed to challenge, is to be called upon to do. But surely it were a far
better thing if we could lay our hand upon a man in all respects pre-eminently
quolified. And if we cannot find ‘such within our own borders, let us go a single,
and that & very short step, without them, and we find in Mr. Cairns the very man
we want. He is known to have given hirself for years to this special branch of
study. He is known to be g first-rate Greek and Hebrewecholar; he reads German
o8 he reads English. He has made himself acquainted with Continental literature
in all its branches, but especially in that which bears upon the interpretation of
the sacred. writings. To that critical study of the Holy Scriptures to which he has
consecrated his life, he has brought powers and attainments which must bave won
for bim the foremost place in any other intellectual field. As a l0Bican, 2 metaphy-
siciam, a theologian, kestands, this moment, without & rival-of his own age in Scot-
lsnd. He is the man of all others t6 whom we look with greatest hope that he will
enrich with original confributions the Biblical literature of our country. With
liberty to range over the whole land were the most competent judges asked to fix
upon the person by age, by talent, by scholarship, by impulsive power, the best
fitted to occupy our Chair of Exegesis, there canrot be 8 doubt that they would fix
at once upon Mr. Cairng. Why, then, Should our Church not have entertained at
Jeast the projeéct of securing for her students the services of such a man, and win-
ning for herself the honour of his association with one of her colleges? It would
have been at once a gratefdl and a.graceful act to have put that chsir of ours in
his offer It might perhaps be regarded as going beyond the truth were we to
assert that two of our former Proféssors in the New College owe the chairs they
now 80 honourably fill in our metropolitan University to Mr. Cairns. Butno one
can forget the generous aid ke rendered hoth in the canvass which preceded their
election ; and it is within the truth’ to say, that both stand more indebted to bim
than to any ofher, orall other of*tlieir fiiends. In advocating as he-did their
claims, he showed that broad and catholic spirit by which he is so rémarkably
characterized. And would it not'Have been a most becoming thing if in the same
spirit we had now offered this chair to him. Had ke chosen to stand himself for
either of the two chairsintdo which he helped to put others, his claims would I be-
lieve, have been regardéd by the electors as peramount. It was no slight tempta-
tion to any litérary man {o-hdve the successorship to Sir William Hamilton within
his reach. But the hongurs, the‘emoluments, the reputation which he twice had
but to put forth his ha -grasp, Mr. Cairng has put aside for no higher earthly
prospect than an ill*paid:and Comparatively obscure position in the Church towhich
he belongs. He has doiid' so:deliberately, and because he has resolved to conse-
orate hig life aud labours to the:defence and itlustration of ‘the trath-as it isin Jesus.
I question if in our day any.nobler gacrifice has been offersd at the shrine of the
Christian feith. - It was in our power to have placed him who give that pledge and
token of hix allegiance to Christ in 2 position to reslize more fully: than he may ever
be abje otlierwise to do, the great object ofhis life; for who cau.doubt that, had
we without division or discussion (and-otherwise it would neither have been for us
to offer nor for-Him to-~accept) - teridered this post to him, gratified by such o mark
of confidérice in ome-of her ministers; Yhe. U. P. Church would have arranged it

go that hérgtadents as well.as ours should have received the benefit of bis ivstruc-
tions. Th gack:position; sustuined by- the confitlence-of Both Churches, sarrounded

By o large band of aspiring youth; the opportanity would Liave been given to Mr.
Caiins to have creatéd:a neyw erain the history. of Biblical studies in Scotland. And
with his-brilliant reputafion; and varied scholarsbip, with a soundness-in the faith
beyond all possibility of suspicion, and with that geaisl, socidl, impulsive sympa-




